United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 10 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 154

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2008

No. 176

House of Representatives

Pursuant to section 2 of House Con-
current Resolution 440, 110th Congress,
the House met at 1 p.m. and was called
to order by the Speaker pro tempore
(Mr. MCNULTY).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 19, 2008.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL R.
MCNULTY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

NOTICE OF REASSEMBLY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair lays before the House the text of
the formal notice of reassembly that
was sent to Members on Friday, No-
vember 14, 2008.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, November 13, 2008.
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: Pursuant to sec-
tion 2 of House Concurrent Resolution 440,
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House and the Minority Leader of the
Senate, we determine that the public inter-
est requires that the House reassemble at 1
p.m. on Wednesday, November 19, 2008, the
Senate already being in session.

The Sergeant at Arms is directed to notify
all Members of the reassembly of the House
of Representatives for additional legislative
business during the second session of the One
Hundred Tenth Congress.

Thank you for your attention to this ur-
gent matter.

Best Regards,
NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House.
HARRY REID,
Majority Leader of the
Senate.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Perhaps, Lord God, it is because we
look upon You as the Supreme Creator,
or ever-lasting goodness or uncondi-
tional love, that we see ourselves as
ever changing and each one of us as an
unfinished story created, yet far from
Your image and likeness.

Since life seems to be filled with an
endless series of tasks and a cacophony
of demands, this 110th Congress gathers
for another session to seek Your mercy
and guidance as we face so many limi-
tations.

Help these representatives of people
across this Nation who have worries,
problems, and doubts, that they find
compassion for those who suffer most,
sound principles upon which to base
their response, and wisdom in working
out detailed and prudent solutions to
very complicated issues.

With firm resolve, Lord, to listen to
each other as well as to Your own re-
vealed truth and holy inspiration, in
You, our God, we place our trust now
and forever.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. SKEL-
TON) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SKELTON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 15, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit an enve-
lope received from the White House on Octo-
ber 14, 2008, at 11:00 a.m. and said to contain
a letter from the President dated October 14,
2008 whereby he submits a certification pur-
suant to sec. 115(a)(2) of PL 110-343.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

——————

CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO
EMERGENCY ECONOMIC STA-
BILIZATION ACT OF 2008—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 110-158)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Financial Services and ordered to be
printed:

THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington, DC, October 14, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
115(a) (2) of the Emergency Economic Sta-
bilization Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-343)
(the ““Act”), I hereby certify that it is nec-
essary for the Secretary of the Treasury to
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exercise the authority granted under the Act
to purchase, or commit to purchase, troubled
assets up to the limit of $350 billion out-
standing at any one time.
Sincerely,
GEORGE W. BUSH.

——
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 18, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 18, 2008, at 1:54 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 5714.

That the Senate agreed to the House
amendment S. 602.

Appointments: Congressional Oversight
Panel (2).
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,

LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills and joint resolution were
signed:

By Speaker pro tempore VAN HOLLEN
on Monday, October 6, 2008:

H.R. 4010, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 100 West Percy Street in
Indianola, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Minnie
Cox Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 4131, to designate a portion of
California State Route 91 located in
Los Angeles County, California, as the
“Juanita Millender-McDonald High-
way’’.

H.R. 5159, to establish the Office of
the Capitol Visitor Center within the
Office of the Architect of the Capitol,
headed by the Chief Executive Officer
for Visitor Services, to provide for the
effective management and administra-
tion of the Capitol Visitor Center, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 6197, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 7095 Highway 57 in Counce,
Tennessee, as the ‘“‘Pickwick Post Of-
fice Building”’.

H.R. 6469, to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize increased Fed-
eral funding for the Organ Procure-
ment and Transplantation Network.

H.R. 6558, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 1750 Lundy Avenue in San
Jose, California, as the ‘“Gordon N.
Chan Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6834, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
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cated at 4 South Main Street in Wal-
lingford, Connecticut, as the “CWO
Richard R. Lee Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6902, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 513 6th Avenue in Dayton,
Kentucky, as the ‘“‘Staff Sergeant Nich-
olas Ray Carnes Post Office”’.

H.R. 6982, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 210 South Ellsworth Avenue in
San Mateo, California, as the ‘“‘Leo J.
Ryan Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 7222, to extend the Andean
Trade Preference Act, and for other
purposes.

H.J. Res. 100, appointing the day for
the convening of the first session of the
One Hundred Eleventh Congress and es-
tablishing the date for the counting of
the electoral votes for President and
Vice President cast by the electors in
December 2008.

On Tuesday, October 7, 2008:

S. 3197, an act to amend title 11,
United States Code, to exempt for a
limited period, from the application of
the means-test presumption of abuse
under chapter 7, qualifying members of
reserve components of the Armed
Forces and members of the National
Guard who, after September 11, 2001,
are called to active duty or to perform
a homeland defense activity for not
less than 90 days.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
REPUBLICAN LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A.
BOEHNER, Republican Leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 1, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, U.S. Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to Section
333(a)(2) of the Consolidated Natural Re-
sources Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-229), I am
pleased to appoint Mrs. Rosa J. Correa of
Bridgeport, Connecticut as a voting member
to the Commission to Study the Potential
Creation of a National Museum of the Amer-
ican Latino. Dr. Aida Levitan, Key Biscayne,
Florida, previously appointed, shall also be a
voting member.

Both Dr. Levitan and Mrs. Correa have ex-
pressed interest in serving in this capacity
and I am pleased to fulfill the requests.

Sincerely,
JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Republican Leader.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEM-
BRANCE OF MEMBERS OF
ARMED FORCES AND THEIR
FAMILIES

The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask
all Members to rise for the purpose of
a moment of silence.

The Chair asks that the House now
observe a moment of silence in remem-
brance of our brave men and women in
uniform who have given their lives in
the service of our Nation in Iraq and
Afghanistan, their families, and all
who serve in our Armed Forces.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I have the honor to
transmit herewith a facsimile copy of a let-
ter received from Ms. Pat Wolfe, Elections
Administrator, Office of the Secretary of
State, State of Ohio, indicating that, accord-
ing to the unofficial returns of the Special
Election held November 18, 2008, the Honor-
able Marcia L. Fudge was elected Represent-
ative to Congress for the Eleventh Congres-
sional District, State of Ohio.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk.
OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE,
Columbus, OH, November 19, 2008.
Re: Ohio’s 11th Congressional District—unoffi-
cial results of special election of November
18, 2008.
Hon. LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR Ms. MILLER: Per your request, this is
to advise you that the unofficial results of
the Special Election held on Tuesday, No-
vember 18, 2008, for Representative to Con-
gress from the 11th Congressional District of
Ohio, indicates that the Honorable Marcia L.
Fudge received 8,450 votes.

Ms. Fudge was the only candidate for the
office. Therefore, it appears from the unoffi-
cial results that Ms. Fudge has been elected
as Representative to Congress of the 11th
Congressional District of Ohio.

As soon as the official results are certified
to this office by the Cuyahoga County Board
of Elections, which must be no later than
December 19, 2008, the official Certificate of
Election will be prepared and transmitted as
required by law.

Sincerely,
PATRICIA WOLFE,
Elections Administrator.

———

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE
MARCIA FUDGE, OF OHIO, AS A
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the gentle-
woman from Ohio, the Honorable
MARcCIA FUDGE, be permitted to take
the oath of office today.

Her certificate of election has not ar-
rived, but there is no contest and no
question has been raised with regard to
her election.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentlewoman from
Ohio?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. Will Representative-
elect FUDGE and the members of the
Ohio delegation present themselves in
the well.

Ms. FUDGE appeared at the bar of the
House and took the oath of office, as
follows:

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that
you will support and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States against
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all enemies, foreign and domestic; that
you will bear true faith and allegiance
to the same; that you take this obliga-
tion freely, without any mental res-
ervation or purpose of evasion; and
that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which
you are about to enter, so help you
God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You
are now a Member of the 110th Con-
gress.

———————

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE
MARCIA FUDGE TO THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAP-
TUR) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker and
Members of the House, obviously this
is a great moment of joy for our coun-
try and for our delegation. Congress-
woman MARCIA FUDGE will become an
outstanding Member of this House. She
is an attorney, a businesswoman, and a
mayor—indeed, the first female mayor,
and first African American mayor of
Warrensville, Ohio—since the year 2000.
That alone constitutes major accom-
plishments.

She has her law degree from Cleve-
land State University, and she will be-
come the ninth female Member ever
elected to this Chamber from the great
State of Ohio, and only the second Af-
rican American woman ever to be
elected from our State.

As Mayor of Warrensville, Ohio, she
has been heavily involved in economic
development. In fact, she said, “I be-
lieve people started to feel really good
about where they lived because of the
results of our economic development
efforts, and I think when people feel
good about where they live, that pride

transitions into so many positive
things.”
Congresswoman FUDGE formerly

served our beloved colleague Rep-
resentative Stephanie Tubbs Jones as
her Chief of Staff during her early
years. She also worked early in her ca-
reer on Carl Stokes’ Cleveland bid for
mayor, as a teenager, heading up
Young Folks for Stokes.

She has been a law clerk; a tax attor-
ney; county prosecutor’s office attor-
ney; held Cuyahoga County Budget,
Tax, and Finance positions; and she is
Immediate Past President of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, serving from
1996 to 2000. We know what a power-
house that is.

She’s also a board member of the fa-
mous Cleveland Public Library and,
perhaps most important of all, she’s a
member of the Baptist Glenville
Church of God. We know she’s come
this far by faith.

We welcome her here today and join
her among our Buckeye ranks.

I would be pleased to yield to the fine
dean of our delegation from the Repub-
lican side of the aisle, Congressman
RALPH REGULA, who we will say good-
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bye to as a Member this year, but not
as a former Member, and we expect to
see him and his beautiful wife, Mary,
very often.

Mr. REGULA. I thank the gentlelady
for yielding. It’s certainly with pleas-
ure that I rise today as the dean of the
Ohio delegation to welcome our newest
Member, the Honorable MARCIA FUDGE,
of the 11th District. We will all sadly
recall our delegation and this House
unexpectedly lost our friend and col-
league, the Honorable Stephanie Tubbs
Jones, this past August. While we all
miss Stephanie’s warmth and friend-
ship, today we welcome Congress-
woman FUDGE to this body.

As my colleague from Toledo has
said, she has an outstanding record of
achievements, and I know she will be a
very strong contributing Member to
this body. Of course, she has the great
experience of serving as the Mayor of
Warrensville Heights. Any of you that
have experienced local government,
particularly as a mayor or a council
person, you know that you have to
learn to accommodate, compromise,
reach across the aisle, and do a lot of
things that will make for success in
this body.

Also, she is a product of Ohio’s fine
schools. She has a bachelor’s degree in
Business Administration from the Ohio
State University. Go Bucks. She has a
law degree from the Cleveland Mar-
shall College of Law at Cleveland State
University.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my col-
leagues on my side of the aisle, and col-
leagues generally, we are happy to wel-
come Ms. FUDGE as one of our Members
and wish her a long and successful ca-
reer as a Member of this body. It’s a
great honor to serve in the United
States Congress. I think all of us can
attest to that.

I thank the gentlelady for yielding.
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Ms. KAPTUR. I thank the gentleman,
and know that Congresswoman FUDGE
will be a valued member of our delega-
tion. We have our work cut out for us.

We welcome you.

Madam Speaker, we yield back our
remaining time.

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
FUDGE) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you.

Madam Speaker, Leader BOEHNER,
Representative KAPTUR, Representa-
tive REGULA, the Ohio delegation,
Members of the 110th Congress, it is,
indeed, my pleasure and my privilege
to be with you here today.

I want to first just thank my mother
and my family and my staff, my
friends, the members of my great so-
rority—Delta Sigma Theta—all of the
residents of Warrensville Heights,
Ohio, where I served for so many years
as mayor, and all of the people of the
11th District for the confidence they
placed in me in the last three elections
that I have been in over the last 6
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weeks. I, as well, would like to thank
my predecessors on whose shoulders I
stand today—the Honorable Louis
Stokes and my very dear friend, the
Honorable Stephanie Tubbs Jones.

To all of my colleagues, I say to you
that I look forward to working with
you because there is much work to be
done, and I am certainly up to the
task. I am a person who you can count
on. I will work hard because I know
what my job is, and my job is to serve
the people who put me here. I know
that my job is to do the most for those
who have the least, and so I will work
hard because I have promises to keep. I
have made promises not only to myself
and to the people of the 11th District
but to my departed friend. So count on
me because I do, indeed, have a promise
to keep.

Thank you so much.

———
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath of office to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. FUDGE), the
whole number of the House is 435.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the
House in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 32 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
O 1504
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. UDALL of Colorado) at 3
o’clock and 4 minutes p.m.

——————

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS TODAY

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the
business in order under the Calendar
Wednesday rule be dispensed with
today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Vermont?

There was no objection.

———

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT
RESOLUTION SIGNED

Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills and a joint resolution of the
House of the following titles, which
were thereupon signed by Speaker pro
tempore, Mr. VAN HOLLEN on October 6,
2008:

H.R. 4010. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 100 West Percy Street in Indianola, Mis-
sissippi, as the ‘‘Minnie Cox Post Office
Building”’.
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H.R. 4131. An act to designate a portion of
California State Route 91 located in Los An-
geles County, California, as the ‘‘Juanita
Millender-McDonald Highway’’.

H.R. 5159. An act to establish the Office of
the Capitol Visitor Center within the Office
of the Architect of the Capitol, headed by
the Chief Executive Officer for Visitor Serv-
ices, to provide for the effective management
and administration of the Capitol Visitor
Center, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6197. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 7095 Highway 57 in Counce, Tennessee, as
the ‘“‘Pickwick Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6469. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to authorize increased
Federal funding for the Organ Procurement
and Transplantation Network.

H.R. 65658. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1750 Lundy Avenue in San Jose, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘“Gordon N. Chan Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 6834. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 4 South Main Street in Wallingford, Con-
necticut, as the “CWO Richard R. Lee Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 6902. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 513 6th Avenue in Dayton, Kentucky, as
the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Nicholas Ray Carnes
Post Office”.

H.R. 6982. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 210 South Ellsworth Avenue in San Mateo,
California, as the ‘“‘Leo J. Ryan Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 7222. An act to extend the Andean
Trade Preference Act, and for the other pur-
poses.

H.J. Res. 100. Joint resolution appointing
the day for the convening of the first session
of the One Hundred Eleventh Congress and
establishing the date for the counting of the
electoral votes for President and Vice Presi-
dent cast by the electors in December 2008.

—————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker pro tempore, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, announced his signature to an
enrolled bill of the Senate of the fol-
lowing title:

S. 3197. An act to amend title 11, United
States Code, to exempt for a limited period,
from the application of the means-test pre-
sumption of abuse under chapter 7, quali-
fying members of reserve components of the
Armed Forces and members of the National
Guard who, after September 11, 2001, are
called to active duty or to perform a home-
land defense activity for not less than 90
days.

———————

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION
PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on September 30,
2008 she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bills and joint resolution.

H.R. 1157. To amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize the Director of the
National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences to make grants for the development
and operation of research centers regarding
environmental factors that may be related
to the etiology of breast cancer.

H.R. 1343. To amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide additional authoriza-
tions of appropriations for the health centers
program under section 330 of such Act, and
for other purposes.
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H.R. 1777. To amend the Improving Amer-
ica’s Schools Act of 1994 to make permanent
the favorable treatment of need-based edu-
cational aid under the antitrust laws.

H.R. 2851. To amend the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974, the Public
Health Service Act, and the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that dependent
students who take a medically necessary
leave of absence do not lose health insurance
coverage, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3068. To prohibit the award of con-
tracts to provide guard services under the
contract security guard program of the Fed-
eral Protective Service to a business concern
that is owned, controlled, or operated by an
individual who has been convicted of a fel-
ony.

H.R. 3229. To require the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of
the legacy of the United States Army Infan-
try and the establishment of the National In-
fantry Museum and Soldier Center.

H.R. 4120. To amend title 18, United States
Code, to provide for more effective prosecu-
tion of cases involving child pornography,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 5001. To authorize the Administrator
of General Services to provide for the rede-
velopment of the Old Post Office Building lo-
cated in the District of Columbia.

H.R. 5057. To reauthorize the Debbie Smith
DNA Backlog Grant Program, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 5265. To amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for research with re-
spect to various forms of muscular dys-
trophy, including Becker, congenital, distal,
Duchenne, Emery-Dreifuss facioscapulohu-
meral, limb-girdle, myotonic, and oculophar-
yngeal, muscular dystrophies.

H.R. 5571. To extend for 5 years the pro-
gram relating to waiver of the foreign coun-
try residence requirement with respect to
international medical graduates, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 5872. To require the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of
the centennial of the Boy Scouts of America,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 5975. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 101
West Main Street in Waterville, New York,
as the ““‘Cpl. John P. Sigsbee Post Office’’.

H.R. 6092. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 101
Tallapoosa Street in Bremen, Georgia, as the
‘“‘Sergeant Paul Saylor Post Office Build-
ing”.

H.R. 6370. To transfer excess Federal prop-
erty administered by the Coast Guard to the
Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Ump-
qua, and Siuslaw Indians.

H.R. 6437. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 200
North Texas Avenue in Odessa, Texas, as the
“Corporal Alfred Mac Wilson Post Office”.

H.R. 6460. To amend the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act to provide for the remedi-
ation of sediment contamination in areas of
concern, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6946. To make a technical correction
in the NET 911 Improvement Act of 2008.

H.J. Res. 62. To honor the achievements
and contributions of Native Americans to
the United States, and for other purposes.

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House also reports that on October 3,
2008 she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bills.

H.R. 928. To amend the Inspector General
Act of 1978 to enhance the independence of
the Inspectors General, to create a Council
of the Inspectors General on Integrity and
Efficiency, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1424. To provide authority for the Fed-
eral Government to purchase and insure cer-
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tain types of troubled assets for the purposes
of providing stability to and preventing dis-
ruption in the economy and financial system
and protecting taxpayers, to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incen-
tives for energy production and conserva-
tion, to extend certain expiring provisions,
to provide individual income tax relief, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 1532. To amend the Public Health
Service Act with respect to making progress
toward the goal of eliminating tuberculosis,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 2786. To reauthorize the programs for
housing assistance for Native Americans.

H.R. 2963. To transfer certain land in Riv-
erside County, California, and San Diego
County, California, from the Bureau of Land
Management to the United States to be held
in trust for the Pechanga Band of Luiseno
Mission Indians, and for other purposes.

H.R. 5350. To authorize the Secretary of
Commerce to sell or exchange certain Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion property located in Norfolk, Virginia,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 5618. To reauthorize and amend the
National Sea Grant College Program Act,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 6098. To amend the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 to improve the financial as-
sistance provided to State, local, and tribal
governments for information sharing activi-
ties, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6849. To amend the commodity provi-
sions of the Food, Conservation, and Energy
Act of 2008 to permit producers to aggregate
base acres and reconstitute farms to avoid
the prohibition on receiving direct pay-
ments, counter-cyclical payments, or aver-
age crop revenue election payments when
the sum of the base acres of a farm is 10
acres or less, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7081. To approve the United States-
India Agreement for Cooperation on Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy, and for other
purposes.

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House also reports that on October 6,
2008 she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bills.

H.R. 2095. To amend title 49, United States
Code, to prevent railroad fatalities, injuries,
and hazardous materials releases, to author-
ize the Federal Railroad Safety Administra-
tion, and for other purpose.

H.R. 3480. To direct the United States Sen-
tencing Commission to assure appropriate
punishment enhancements for those involved
in receiving stolen property where that prop-
erty consists of grave markers of veterans,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 4544. To require the issuance of med-
als to recognize the dedication and valor of
Native American code talkers.

H.R. 6063. To authorize the programs of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6296. To extend through 2013 the au-
thority of the Federal Election Commission
to impose civil money penalties on the basis
of a schedule of penalties established and
published by the Commission.

H.R. 6353. To amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to address online pharmacies.

H.R. 6524. To authorize the Administrator
of General Services to take certain actions
with respect to parcels of real property lo-
cated in Eastlake, Ohio, and Koochiching
County, Minnesota, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7082. To amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to permit the Secretary of the
Treasury to disclose certain prisoner return
information to the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons, and for other purposes.

H.R. 7177. To authorize the transfer of
naval vessels to certain foreign recipients,
and for other purposes.
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H.R. 7198. To establish the Stephanie Tubbs
Jones Gift of Life Medal for organ donors
and the family of organ donors.

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House also reports that on October 7,
2008 she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bills.

H.R. 1714. To clarify the boundaries of
Coastal Barrier Resources System Clam Pass
Unit FL-64P.

H.R. 6045. To amend title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
extend the authorization of the Bulletproof
Vest Partnership Grant Program through
fiscal year 2012.

H.R. 6073. To provide that Federal employ-
ees receiving their pay by electronic funds
transfer shall be given the option of receiv-
ing their pay stubs electronically.

H.R. 6083. To authorize funding to conduct
a national training program for State and
local prosecutors.

H.R. 6199. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 245
North Main Street in New City, New York,
as the “Kenneth Peter Zebrowski Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 6229. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2523
Tth Avenue East in North Saint Paul, Min-
nesota, as the ‘“Mayor William ‘Bill’
Sandberg Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6338. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 4233
West Hillsboro Boulevard in Coconut Creek,
Florida, as the ‘“‘Army SPC Daniel Agami
Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 6531. To amend chapter 13 of title 17,
United States Code (relating to the vessel
hull design protection), to clarify the defini-
tions of a hull and a deck.

H.R. 6874. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 156
Taunton Avenue in Seekonk, Massachusetts,
as the ‘“‘Lance Corporal Eric Paul Valdepenas
Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 7084. To amend section 114 of title 17,
United States Code, to provide for agree-
ments for the reproduction and performance
of sound recordings by webcasters.

H.R. 7222. To extend the Andean Trade
Preference Act, and for other purposes.

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports also that on October 9,
2008 she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bills and joint resolution.

H.R. 5159. To establish the Office of the
Capitol Visitor Center within the Office of
the Architect of the Capitol, headed by the
Chief Executive Officer for Visitor Services,
to provide for the effective management and
administration of the Capitol Visitor Center,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 6469. To amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize increased Federal
funding for the Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network.

H.J. Res 100. Appointing the day for the
convening of the first session of the One
Hundred Eleventh Congress and establishing
the date for the counting of the electoral
votes for President and Vice President cast
by the electors in December 2008.

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House also reports that on October 10,
2008 she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bills.

H.R. 1594. To designate the Department of
Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic in Her-
mitage, Pennsylvania, as the Michael A.
Marzano Department of Veterans Affairs
Outpatient Clinic.
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H.R. 3511. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2150
East Hardtner Drive in Urania, Louisiana, as
the “Murphy A. Tannehill Post Office Build-
ing”’.

H.R. 4010. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 100
West Percy Street in Indianola, Mississippi,
as the ““Minnie Cox Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 4131. To designate a portion of Cali-
fornia State Route 91 located in Lost Ange-
les County, California, as the ‘‘Juanita
Millender-McDonald Highway’’.

H.R. 6197. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 7095
Highway 57 in Counce, Tennessee, as the
“Pickwick Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 6558. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1750
Lundy Avenue in San Jose, California, as the
‘“‘Gordon N. Chan Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 6681. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 300
Vine Street in New Lenox, Illinois, as the
“Jacob M. Lowell Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6834. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 4
South Main Street in Wallingford, Con-
necticut, as the “CWO Richard R. Lee Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 6847. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 801
Industrial Boulevard in Ellijay, Georgia, as
the ‘“‘First Lieutenant Noah Harris Ellijay
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6902. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 513
6th Avenue in Dayton, Kentucky, as the
‘““‘Staff Sergeant Nicholas Ray Carnes Post
Office”.

H.R. 6982. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 210
South Ellsworth Avenue in San Mateo, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘“Leo J. Ryan Post Office
Building”’.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m.),
the House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, November 20, 2008, at 10 a.m.

———

OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI-
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL-
EGATES

The oath of office required by the
sixth article of the Constitution of the
United States, and as provided by sec-
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (23
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem-
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele-
gates of the House of Representatives,
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C.
3331:

“I, AB, do solemnly swear (or af-
firm) that I will support and defend
the Constitution of the United
States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true
faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter. So help me God.”

has been subscribed to in person and
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the
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House of Representatives by the fol-
lowing Member of the 110th Congress,
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C.
25:

MARCIA L. FUDGE, Ohio, 11th.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

9084. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Addition of Russia and Azerbaijan to
the List of Regions Where African Swine
Fever Exists [Docket No.: APHIS-2008-0107]
received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

9085. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia; Inter-
state Movement and Import Restrictions on
Certain Live Fish [Docket No.: APHIS-2007-
0038] (RIN: 0579-AC74) received November 5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

9086. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Agricultural Bioterrorism Protection
Act of 2002; Biennial Review and Republica-
tion of the Select Agent and Toxin List
[Docekt No.: APHIS-2007-0033] (RIN: 0579-
ACbH3) received October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

9087. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting a report
of a violation of the Antideficiency Act by
the Department of Agriculture (USDA) For-
est Service, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1517(b); to
the Committee on Appropriations.

9088. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
a report of a violation of the Antideficiency
Act by the Department of the Army, Case
Number 05-17, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1517(b);
to the Committee on Appropriations.

9089. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Air Force, Department of
the Air Force, transmitting a proposal from
the Department of the Air Force to dispose
by lease renewal to the Lompoc Unified
School District, 15.48 acres of land at Van-
denberg Air Force Base, pursuant to 10
U.S.C. 2667(a); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

9090. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting letter on the
approved retirement of General Robert W.
Wagner, United States Army, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general
on the retired list; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

9091. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting letter
on the approved retirement of Lieutenant
General Henry A. Obering III, United States
Air Force, and his advancement to the grade
of lieutenant general on the retired list; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

9092. A letter from the Assistant Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense Environment,
Safety and Occupational Health, Department
of Defense, transmitting the fiscal year 2007
report entitled, ‘Operation and Financial
Support of Military Museums’’; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

9093. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting letter
on the approved retirement of General Wil-
liam S. Wallace, United States Army, and



H10834

his advancement to the grade of general on
the retired list; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

9094. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting author-
ization of 14 officers to wear the authorized
insignia of the grade of major general, pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 777; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

9095. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting letter
on the approved retirement of General Bruce
A. Carlson, United States Air Force, and his
advancement to the grade of general on the
retired list; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

9096. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s quarterly report as of Sep-
tember 30, 2008, entitled, ‘‘Acceptance of con-
tributions for defense programs, projects and
activities; Defense Cooperation Account,”
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2608; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

9097. A letter from the Director, Defense
Procurement, Acquisition Policy, and Stra-
tegic Sourcing, Department of Defense,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup-
plement; Evaluation Factor for Use of Mem-
bers of the Selected Reserve (DFARS Case
2006-D014) (RIN: 0750-AF40) received October
8, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Armed Services.

9098. A letter from the Under Secretary for
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the Deparment’s report
entitled, ‘“‘Long-Term Operational Missions
Performed By Reserve Component Members
Providing Operational Support,” pursuant to
Section 416 of the Fiscal Year 2008 National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

9099. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s report, pursuant to Public Law
110-116, section 1402; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

9100. A letter from the Director, Executive
Office of the President, Office of National
Drug Control Policy, transmitting an adden-
dum to the Fiscal Year 2007 Performance
Summary Report, pursuant to Public Law
105-277, section 705(d); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

9101. A letter from the Directors of HOPE
for Homeowners Program, Board of Directors
of the HOPE for Homeowners Program,
transmitting the Board’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule
— HOPE for Homeowners Program: Program
Regulations [Docket No. B-2009-F-01] (RIN:
2580-AA00) received October 24, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

9102. A letter from the Administrator,
Rural Housing Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Direct Multi-Family Housing Loans
and Grants — received October 29, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

9103. A letter from the Cheif Counsel, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Changes
in Flood Elevation Determinations — re-
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

9104. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Mortgagee Review Board
(MRB); Amendments to the MRB Regula-
tions [Docket No. FR-5082-F-02] (RIN: 2510-
AA01) received November 5, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

9105. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
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report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Australia pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as
amended; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

9106. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, transmitting
a report entitled, ‘‘Merger Decisions 2007,” in
accordance with Section 18(c)(9) of the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Act; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

9107. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Federal Reserve System, transmit-
ting the System’s ‘“Major’’ final rule — Cap-
ital Adequacy Guidelines: Treatment of Per-
petual Preferred Stock Issued to the United
States Treasury under the Emergency Eco-
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 [Regulation
Y; Docket No. R-1336] received October 27,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

9108. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Federal Reserve System, transmit-
ting the System’s final rule — Risk-Based
Capital Guidelines; Leverage Capital Guide-
lines [Regulations H and Y; Docket No. 1332]
received October 10, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

9109. A letter from the Assistant to the
Board, Federal Reserve System, transmit-
ting the System’s final rule — Transactions
Between Member Banks and Their Affiliates:
Exemption for Certain Purchases of Asset-
Backed Commercial Paper by a Member
Bank from an Affiliate [Regulation W; Dock-
et No. R-1331] received October 10, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

9110. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Securities & Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Man-
datory Electronic Submission Applications
for Orders under the Investment Company
Act and Filings Made Pursuant to Regula-
tion E [Release Nos. 33-8981; 34-58874; 1C-28476
File No. S7-25-07] (RIN: 3235-AJ81) received
November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

9111. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Securities & Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Dis-
closure of Short Sales and Short Positions
by Institutional Investment Managers [Re-
lease Nos.: 34-58785; File No. S7-31-08] (RIN:
3235-AK23) received October 20, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

9112. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s ‘“‘Major’ final rule
— Amendments to Regulation SHO [Release
No. 34-58773; File No. ST7-30-08] (RIN: 3235-
AK22) received October 20, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

9113. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule —
“Naked’ Short Selling Antifraud Rule [Re-
lease No.: 34-58774; File No. S7-08-08] (RIN:
3235-AKO06) received October 20, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

9114. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule —
Amendments to Regulation SHO [Release
No. 34-58775; File No. ST7-19-07] (RIN: 3235-
AJb57) received October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

9115. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Title I — Improving The
Academic Achievement Of The Disadvan-
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taged [Docket ID ED-2008-OESE-0003] (RIN:
1810-AB01) received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Education and Labor.

9116. A letter from the Department of Edu-
cation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Title I — Improving The Academic
Achievement of The Disadvantaged [Docket
ID ED-20080-OESE-0003] (RIN: 1810-ABO01) re-
ceived October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education
and Labor.

9117. A letter from the Chairman and Chief
Judge, ECAB, Department of Labor, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Rules
of Procedure (RIN: 1290-AA22) received Octo-
ber 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Education and Labor.

9118. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Employee Benefits Security Administration,
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Selection of Annuity
Providers-Safe Harbor for Individual Ac-
count Plans (RIN: 1210-AB19) received Octo-
ber 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Education and Labor.

9119. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Employee Benefits Security Administration,
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Adoption of Amend-
ment to Prohibited Transaction Exemption
2006-06; (PTE 2006-06) For Services Provided
in Connection With the Termination of
Abandoned Individual Account Plans (RIN:
1210-ZA12) received October 10, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Education and Labor.

9120. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Employee Benefits Security Administration,
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Amendments to Safe
Harbor for Distributions From Terminated
Individual Account Plans and Termination
of Abandoned Individual Account Plans To
Require Inherited Individual Retirement
Plans for Missing Nonspouse Beneficaries
(RIN: 1210-AB16] received October 10, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

9121. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary, Department of Labor, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Amend-
ments to Guidelines for Processing Applica-
tions for Assistance To Conform to Sections
3013(h) and 3031 of the Safe, Accountable,
Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Eq-
uity Act-A Legacy for Users and To Improve
Processing for Administrative Efficiency
(RIN: 1215-AB58) received October 10, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

9122. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Secretary For Labor-Management Programs,
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Labor Organization
Annual Financial Reports for Trusts in
Which Labor Organization is Interested,
Form T-1 (RIN: 1215-AB64) received October
14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Education and Labor.

9123. A letter from the Administrator, Of-
fice of Apprenticeship, ETA, DOL, Depart-
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Apprenticeship Pro-
grams, Labor Standards for Registration,
Amendment of Regulations (RIN: 1205-AB50)
received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

9124. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy, Department of Energy, transmitting
a copy of the Department’s Energy Fleet Al-
ternative Fuel Vehicle Acquisition Report,
Compliance with EPAct and E.O. 13149 in
Fiscal Year 2007, pursuant to 16 U.S.C.
2006(a)(1); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
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9125. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s fourth report on Gov-
ernment dam use charges under Section
10(e)(2) of the Federal Power Act, pursuant
to 16 U.S.C. 803; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

9126. A letter from the Attorney, Office of
General Counsel for Legislation and Regu-
latory Law, Department of Energy, trans-
mitting the Department’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule
— Energy Conservation Program for Com-
mercial and Industrial Equipment: Packaged
Terminal Air Conditioner and Packaged Ter-
minal Heat Pump Energy Conservation
Standards [Docket Number: EERE-2007-BT-
STD-0012] (RIN: 1904-AB44) received October
20, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9127. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Dis-
tribution of Certain Drug Products by Reg-
istered Blood Establishments and Com-
prehensive Hemophilia Diagnostic Treat-
ment Centers That Qualify as Health Care
Entities; Prescription Drug Marketing Act of
1987; Prescription Drug Amendments of 1992;
Policies, Requirements and Administrative
Procedures [Docket No.: FDA-2005-N-0345
(formerly Docket No.: 20056N-0428)] received
November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9128. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendments to the Current Good Manufac-
turing Practice Regulations for Finished
Pharmaceuticals [Docket No.: FDA-2007-N-
0379 (formerly Docket No.: 2007N-02800)] re-
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9129. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medicaid Program; Clarification of Out-
patient Hospital Facility (Including Out-
patient Hospital Clinic) Services Definition
(RIN: 0938-A017) received November 7, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9130. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Standards of Care of Chimpanzees Held in
the Federally Supported Chimpanzee
Sancturry System (RIN: 0925-AA31) received
October 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9131. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the FY 2007 Performance Report for
the Animal Drug User Fee Act (ADUFA), en-
acted on November 18, 2003 (Pub. L. 108-199);
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9132. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medical Examination of Aliens — Revisions
to Medical Screening Process [Docket No.:
CDC-2008-0002] (RIN: 0920-AA20) received Oc-
tober 6, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9133. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medicaid Integrity Program; Eligible Entity
and Contracting Requirements for the Med-
icaid Integrity Audit Program (RIN: 0938-
AO097), pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9134. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
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mitting the Department’s report entitled,
“Program Evaluation Activities of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services —
Performance Improvement 2008, pursuant
to Section 241(b) of the Public Health Serv-
ice (PHS) Act, as amended by the Preventive
Health Amendments of 1993, summarizing
the findings of the evaluations of PHS pro-
grams authorized under Section 241(a); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9135. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendments to the Current Good Manufac-
turing Practice Regulations for Finished
Pharmaceuticals; Final Rule; Correction
[Docket No.: FDA-2007-N-0329 (formerly
Docket No. 2007N-0280)] received November 7,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9136. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Possession, Use, and Transfer of Select
Agents and Toxins (RIN: 0920-AA09) received
October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9137. A letter from the Staff Assistant,
NHTSA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Insurer Reporting Requirements; List of In-
surers Required To File Reports [Docket No.:
NHTSA-2008-0055] (RIN: 2127-AK30) received
October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9138. A letter from the Staff Assistant,
NHTSA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention
Standard; Final Listing of 2009 Light Duty
Truck Lines Subject to the Requirements of
this Standard and Exempted Vehicle Lines
for Model Year 2009 [Docket No.. NHTSA-
2008-0049] (RIN: 2127-AK31) received October
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9139. A letter from the Office of Managing
Director, AMD-PERM, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — In the Matter of
Amendment of Section 73.622(i), Final DTV
Table of Allotments, Television Broadcast
Stations. (La Crosse, Wisconsin) [MB Docket
No.: 08-156 RM-11480] received October 29,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

9140. A letter from the Office of Managing
Director, AMD-PERM, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — In the Matter of
Amendment of Section 73.622(i), Final DTV
TAble of Allotments, Television Broadcast
Stations, (Stuart, Flordia) [MB Docket No.:
08-147 RM-11473] received October 29, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

9141. A letter from the Office of MAnaging
Director, AMD-PERM, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule — In the Matter of DTV
Consumer Education Initiative [MB Docket
No.: 07-148] received October 29, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

9142. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Ex Parte Contacts and Separation of Func-
tions [Docket No. RMO08-8-000; Order No. 718]
received October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

9143. A letter from the Deputy General
Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, transmitting the Commission’s
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final rule — Wholesake Competition in Re-
gions with Organized Electric Markets
[Docket Nos.: RM07-19-000 and AD07-7-000] re-
ceived October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

9144. A letter from the Vice Admiral, USN
Director, Defense Security Cooperation
Agency, transmitting notification con-
cerning the Department of the Air Force’s
Proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance
to India for defense articles and services
(Transmittal No. 08-105), pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2776(b); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

9145. A letter from the Director, Inter-
national Cooperation, Department of De-
fense, transmitting notification concerning
the Department’s intent to sign a Project
Arrangement concerning the F/A-18A-F AN/
ALR-67(V)3 Radar Warning Receiver Ad-
vanced Passive Surveillance Capability Pro-
gram under the Memorandum of Under-
standing between the Department of Defense
of the United States of America and the De-
partment of Defense of Australia Concerning
Cooperation on Maritime Research, Develop-
ment, Test, Evaluation, and Prototyping
Projects, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9146. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting certification of a pro-
posed Manufacturing License Agreement
with Australia and the United Kingdom
(Transmittal No. DDTC 124-08), pursuant to
22 U.S.C. 2776(d); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

9147. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting certification of a pro-
posed technical assistance agreement for the
export of technical data, defense services,
and defense articles to Chile (Transmittal
No. DDTC 101-08), pursuant to 22 U.S.C.
2776(c); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9148. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting certification of a pro-
posed technical assistance agreement for the
export of technical data, defense services,
and defense articles to Malaysia, France, and
the United Kingdom (Transmittal No. DDTC
094-08), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9149. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed
technical assistance agreement for the ex-
port of technical data, defense services, and
defense articles to the Republic of Korea
(Transmittal No. DDTC 131-08), pursuant to
22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

9150. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed
technical assistance agreement for the ex-
port of technical data, defense services, and
defense articles to Belgium (Transmittal No.
DDTC 116-08), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9151. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting the Department’s annual
report entitled, ‘‘Assistance Related to
International Terrorism Fiscal Year 2007,”
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2349aa-7; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

9152. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting Copies of international
agreements, other than treaties, entered into
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C.
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9153. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting Copies of international
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agreements, other than treaties, entered into
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C.
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9154. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
For Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Wassenaar Arrangement Ple-
nary Agreements Implementation: December
2007 Categories 1,2,3,6 Parts I and I1,6,7, and
9 of the Commerce Control List, Definitions;
December 2006 Solar Cells [Docket No.:
080215206-81243-01] (RIN: 0694 AE29) received
October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

9155. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Additional Protocol Regulations
[Docket No.: 080212165-81300-02] (RIN: 0694-
AD26) received October 29, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

9156. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
For Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Revisions to the Export Admin-
istration Regulations based upon a System-
atic Review of the CCL [Docket No.:
080307397-81237-01] (RIN: 0694-AE33) received
October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

9157. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting pursuant to section 36(c) of the
Arms Export Control Act, certification re-
garding the proposed transfer of defense arti-
cles or defense services to Denmark, Ger-
many, The Netherlands and Portugal (Trans-
mittal No. DDTC 138-08); to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

9158. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting certification of a proposed
Manufacturing License Agreement with
Italy and Germany (Transmittal No. DDTC
133-08); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9159. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a proposed removal from the
United States Munitions list of a portable
air sampler originally designed for use as a
bio-particle collector or unmanned aerial ve-
hicles, pursuant to Section 38(f) of the Arms
Export Control Act; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

9160. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a proposed removal from the
United States Munitions list of visible black-
out lights; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

9161. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a proposed removal from the
United States Munitions list of a blower and
heat exchanger originally designed for a
military application, pursuant to Section
38(f) of the Arms Export Control Act; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9162. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report pursuant to the Emer-
gency Wartime Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 2003, on Loan Guarantees to Israel; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9163. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting pursuant to section 3(d) of the
Arms Export Control Act, certification re-
garding the proposed transfer of major de-
fense equipment from the Government of
Pakistan (Transmittal No. RSAT-12-08); to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9164. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a letter pertaining to certifi-
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cation under section 5(A)(2) of the Libyan
Claims Resolution Act relating to the re-
ceipt of funds for settlement of claims
against Libya, pursuant to Public Law 110-
301; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9165. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report on progress toward a
negotiated solution of the Cyprus question
covering the period August 1 through Sep-
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to Section 620C(c)
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9166. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting consistent with the Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force Against Iraq
Resolution of 2002 (Pub. L. 107-243), the Au-
thorization for the Use of Force Against Iraq
Resolution (Pub. L. 102-1), and in order to
keep the Congress fully informed, reports
prepared by the Department of State on a
weekly basis for the August 15, 2008 — Octo-
ber 15, 2008 period including matters relating
to post-liberation Iraq under Section 7 of the
Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 (Pub. L. 105-338);
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9167. A letter from the Under Secretary of
State for Political Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting the Department’s ninth
report pursuant to U.S. Policy in Iraq Act,
Section 1227(c) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (Pub. L.
109-163), as amended by Section 1223 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2008 (Pub. L. 110-181); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

9168. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report on methods employed
by the Government of Cuba to comply with
the United States-Cuba September 1994
“Joint Communique,” pursuant to Public
Law 105-277, section 2245; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

9169. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report in accordance with
Section 3 of the Arms Export Control Act; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9170. A letter from the Associate Director,
PP&I, Department of Treasury, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Iranian Trans-
actions Regulations — received November 7,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9171. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National
Emergency Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and pur-
suant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31,
2003, a six-month periodic report on the na-
tional emergency with respect to Sudan that
was declared in Executive Order 13067 of No-
vember 3, 1997; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

9172. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National
Emergency Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act , 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and pur-
suant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31,
2003, a six-month periodic report on the na-
tional emergency with respect to the situa-
tion in or in relation to the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13413 of October 27, 2006; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

9173. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 204(c) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act , 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), and pursuant to Executive Order
13313 of July 31, 2003, a six-month periodic re-
port on the national emergency with respect
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to Iran that was declared in Executive Order
12170 of November 14, 1979; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

9174. A letter from the MajGen, USMC
(ret.) Special Inspector General for Afghani-
stan Reconstruction, Special Inspector Gen-
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruction, trans-
mitting the first quarterly report on the
resconstruction of Afghanistan, pursuant to
Public Law 110-181, section 1229; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

9175. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-505, ‘“‘Maury Wills Base-
ball Field Designation Act of 2008, pursuant
to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9176. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-506, ““MVS Inc., Payment
Authorization Act of 2008, pursuant to D.C.
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9177. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-510, ‘‘Trash Collection
Noise Violations Abatement Act of 2008,”
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9178. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-511, “‘Defined Contribu-
tion Plan Modifications for the Director of
the Department of Corrections Devon Brown
Amendment Act of 2008, pursuant to D.C.
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9179. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-512, “Marvin Gaye Way
Designation Act of 2008,” pursuant to D.C.
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9180. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-513, ‘“‘Downtown Retail
Tax Increment Financing Amendment Act of
2008, pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9181. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-514, ‘‘Public Space Rent-
al Fees Temporary Amendment Act of 2008,
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9182. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-515, ‘‘Old Naval Hospital
Grant Temporary Amendment Act of 2008,
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9183. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-516, ‘““Waterside Mall and
Fourth Street, S.W., Redevelopment and Re-
construction Temporary Act of 2008, pursu-
ant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

9184. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-517, ‘‘Bolling Air Force
Base Military Housing Real Property Tax
Exemption and Equitable Tax Relief Tem-
porary Act of 2008,” pursuant to D.C. Code
section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9185. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-537, “‘Chief Financial Of-
ficer Approval of Payment of Goods and
Services Temporary Amendment Act of
2008, pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-
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233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9186. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-538, ‘“‘Franklin Shelter
Closing Requirements Temporary Act of
2008, pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9187. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-550, ‘‘Public Space Rent-
al Fees Amendment Act of 2008,”” pursuant to
D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9188. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-554, ‘‘Targeted Ward 4
Single Sales Moratorium Temporary Act of
2008, pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9189. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-5652, ‘‘District’s Oppor-
tunity to Purchase Amendment Act of 2008,
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9190. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-553, ‘‘Consolidated Mt.
Pleasant, Ward 2, and Ward 6 Single Sales
Moratorium Act of 2008, pursuant to D.C.
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9191. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-551, ‘“Workforce Housing
Production Program Amendment Act of
2008,” pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9192. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-536, ‘‘Firearms Control
Temporary Amendment Act of 2008,”” pursu-
ant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

9193. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-535, ‘‘Taxicab Company,
Association, and Fleet and Limousine Li-
cense Moratorium Amendment Act of 2008,”
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9194. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-520, ‘‘Liola Beaver Memo-
rial Park Designation Act of 2008,”” pursuant
to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9195. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-521, ‘‘Jackson H. Gerhart
House Designation Act of 2008,” pursuant to
D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9196. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-522, ‘‘Pedestrian Safety
Reinforcement Amendment Act of 2008,”” pur-
suant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

9197. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-523, ‘‘Uniform Adult
Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Ju-
risdiction Act of 2008,”” pursuant to D.C. Code
section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9198. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
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copy of D.C. ACT 17-524, “‘Title 22 Amend-
ment Act of 2008,”” pursuant to D.C. Code sec-
tion 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

9199. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-525, ““‘Appointed Attor-
ney Compensation Act of 2008, pursuant to
D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9200. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-526, ‘‘Fire Chief Burton
W. Johnson Building Designation Act of
2008, pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9201. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-527, ‘‘Contract No.
DCTO-2007-C-0036 Approval and Payment Au-
thorization Act of 2008, pursuant to D.C.
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9202. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-529, ‘‘Designated Appro-
priation Allocations Temporary Amendment
Act of 2008, pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9203. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-528, ‘‘Vacancy Exemp-
tion Repeal Clarification Temporary Amend-
ment Act of 2008,”” pursuant to D.C. Code sec-
tion 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

9204. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-531, ‘‘Targeted Historic
Housing Preservation Assistance Temporary
Amendment Act of 2008, pursuant to D.C.
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9205. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-530, ‘“Washington Parks
& People Equitable Real Property Tax Relief
Temporary Act of 2008, pursuant to D.C.
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9206. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-533, ‘‘City Market at O
Street Tax Increment Financing Act of
2008, pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9207. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-534, ‘‘Performance Park-
ing Pilot Zone Act of 2008,” pursuant to D.C.
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9208. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
‘“‘Re-Certification of the Fiscal Year 2008
Total Non-Dedicated Local Source Revenues
in Support of the District’s $327,905,000 Gen-
eral Obligation Bonds (Series 2008E),” pursu-
ant to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

9209. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
“Letter Report: Audit of Advisory Neighbor-
hood Commission 1C for Fiscal Years 2005
through 2008, as of March 31, 2008,”” pursuant
to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9210. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
‘“Letter Report: Examination of District of
Columbia Sports & Entertainment Commis-
sion Contracts and Expenditures for Pro-
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gram Management, Legal and Financial
Management Services,”” pursuant to D.C.
Code section 47-117(d); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9211. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
“Letter Report: Audit of Advisory Neighbor-
hood Commission 2E for Fiscal Years 2006
through 2008, as of March 31, 2008, pursuant
to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9212. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
“Comparative Analysis of Actual Cash Col-
lections to the Revised Revenue Estimate
Through the 2nd Quarter of Fiscal Year
2008,” pursuant to D.C. Code section 47-117(d);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9213. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
“Audit of Public Service Commission Agen-
cy Fund for Fiscal Year 2003, pursuant to
D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

9214. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
““Audit of Public Service Commission Agen-
cy Fund for Fiscal Year 2004, pursuant to
D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

9215. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
“Auditor’s Review of the Board of Real Prop-
erty Assessments and Appeals Operations,”
pursuant to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

9216. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
“Eastern Market Management and Oversight
Continues to Need Substantial Improve-
ment,” pursuant to D.C. Code section 47-
117(d); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9217. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
“Letter Report: Audit of Advisory Neighbor-
hood Commission 1B for Fiscal Years 2006
through 2008, as of March 31, 2008,”’ pursuant
to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9218. A letter from the Executive Director,
Consumer Product Safety Commission,
transmitting in accordance with Pub. L. 105-
270, the Federal Activities Inventory Reform
Act of 1998 (FAIR Act), the Department’s in-
ventory of commerical activities for fiscal
year 2008; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9219. A letter from the Acting Chairman,
Consumer Product Safety Commission,
transmitting a letter confirming that the
Commission has adopted and will follow the
Office of Personnel Management (OPM) Ad-
visory Guidelines to take appropriate dis-
ciplinary actions against employees for con-
duct inconsistent with Antidiscrimination
and Whistleblower Protection Laws; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

9220. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. ACT 17-504, ‘“‘Lauzun’s Legion
Bridge Designation Act of 2008,”” pursuant to
D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

9221. A letter from the White House Liai-
son, Department of Education, transmitting
a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9222. A letter from the White House Liai-
son, Department of Education, transmitting
a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies
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Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9223. A letter from the Acting Assoc. Gen.
Counsel for General Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting a report
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9224. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Human and Health Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Exemption of Certain Systems of Records
Under the Privacy Act (RIN: 0938-A069) re-
ceived October 6, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9225. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report pursuant to the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9226. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report pursuant to the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9227. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report pursuant to the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9228. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report pursuant to the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9229. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report pursuant to the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9230. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report pursuant to the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9231. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report pursuant to the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9232. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting a report pursuant to the Federal Vacan-
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9233. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting the Department’s fis-
cal year 2007 annual report prepared in ac-
cordance with Section 203(a) of the Notifica-
tion and Federal Employee Antidiscrimina-
tion and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR
Act), Public Law 107-174; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

9234. A letter from the Presidential Ap-
pointments Officer, Department of State,
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

9235. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Policy and Planning,
Department of Veterans Affairs, transmit-
ting in accordance with Pub. L. 105-270, the
Federal Activities Inventory Reform Act of
1998 (FAIR Act), the Department’s inventory
of commercial activities for calendar year
2007; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9236. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Communications Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s Strategic Plan for fiscal
years 2009-2014, pursuant to Government Per-
formance and Results Act of 1993 and OMB
Circular A-11; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

9237. A letter from the Chairman, Merit
Systems Protection Board, transmitting the
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Board’s report entitled, ‘‘Alternative Dis-
cipline: Creative Solutions for Agencies to
Effectively Address Misconduct,”” pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 1204(a)(3); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

9238. A letter from the Executive Director,
National Council on Disability, transmitting
the Council’s report for Fiscal Year 2008 per-
taining to the Notification and Federal Anti-
Discrimination and Retaliation Act of 2002
(No FEAR Act); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

9239. A letter from the Chairman, Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion, transmitting an updated Strategic Plan
for the Occupational Safety and Health Re-
view Commission, pursuant to Public Law
103-62; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

9240. A letter from the Senior Associate
General Counsel, Office of the Director of
National Intelligence, transmitting a report
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9241. A letter from the Senior Associate
General Counsel, Office of the Director of
National Intelligence, transmitting a report
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

9242, A letter from the Secretary and Di-
rector, Postal Regulatory Commission,
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

9243. A letter from the Inspector General,
Office of the Inspector General, U.S. House of
Representatives, transmitting an audit of
the Page School Program; to the Committee
on House Administration.

9244. A letter from the Chief Administra-
tive Officer, transmitting the quarterly re-
port of receipts and expenditures of appro-
priations and other funds for the period July
1, 2008 through September 30, 2008 as com-
piled by the Chief Administrative Officer,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 104a Public Law 88-454;
(H. Doc. No. 110-151); to the Committee on
House Administration and ordered to be
printed.

9245. A letter from the Chief of Police,
United States Capitol Police, transmitting
the semiannual report of receipts and ex-
penditures of appropriations and other funds
for the period April 1, 2008 through Sep-
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to Public Law 109-
55, section 1005; (H. Doc. No. 110-150); to the
Committee on House Administration and or-
dered to be printed.

9246. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA and Di-
rector, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of Commerce and Department of
the transmitting a report entitled, ‘2007 Bi-
ennial Report to Congress on the Progress
and Findings of Studies of Striped Bass Pop-
ulations,” pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1851, as
amended; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

9247. A letter from the Director, Office of
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
New Mexico Regulatory Program [SATS
Number NM-047-FOR] received November 18,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

9248. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
— Land and Minerals Management, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Royalty Relief-
Ultra-Deep Gas Wells and Deep Gas Wells on
Leases in the Gulf of Mexico; Extension of
Royalty Relief Provisions to Leases Offshore
of Alaska [Docket ID: MMS-OMM-2007-0071]
(RIN: 1010-AD33) received November 9, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.
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9249. A letter from the Director, Office of
Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforce-
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting the Department’s ‘“Major” final rule —
Abandoned Mine Land Program [Docket Id:
OSM-2008-0003] (RIN: 1029-AC56) received No-
vember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9250. A letter from the Director, Office of
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Pennsylvania Regulatory Program [PA-152-
FOR; Docket ID: OSM-2008-0019] received Oc-
tober 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9251. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Department
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Special Regulation:
Areas of the National Park System, National
Capital Region (RIN: 1024-AD71) received No-
vember 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9252. A letter from the Acting Chief, Regu-
latory Affairs, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Update of Linear Right-of-Way Rent Sched-
ule [WO-350-07-1430-PN] (RIN: 1004-AD87) re-
ceived October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9253. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
— Land and Minerals Management, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Revisions to Subpart
A — General; Subpart I — Platforms and
Structures; and Subpart J — Pipelines and
Pipeline Rights-of-Way [Docket ID: MMS-
2008-OMM-0001] (RIN: 1010-AD18) received No-
vember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9254. A letter from the Chief, FWS Endan-
gered Species Listing Branch, Department of
the Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Endangered and Threatend Wild-
life and Plants; Designation of Critical Habi-
tat for the San Bernardino Kangaroo Rat
(Dipodomys merriami parvus) [FWS-R8-ES-
2007-0008; 92210-1117-0000-FY08 B4] (RIN: 1018-
AVO0T7) received October 8, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

9255. A letter from the Regulatory & Policy
Specialist, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Irrigation Operation and Maintenance (RIN:
1076-AD44) received October 9, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

9256. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s ‘“Major’ final rule — Endangered
Fish and Wildlife; Final Rule to Implement
Speed Restrictions to Reduce the Threat of
Ship Collisions With North Atlantic Right
Whales [Docket No. 040506143-7024-03.] (RIN:
0648-AS36) received October 8, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

9257. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Hook-and-Line Gear in the
Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 071106671-8010-02]
(RIN: 0648-X1.33) received November 5, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

9258. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
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rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area
610 of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.:
071106671-8010-02] (RIN: ID 101008B) received
November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9259. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator For Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Pacific Halibut Fish-
eries; Subsistence Fishing; Correction [Dock-
et No. 080310411-8949-02] (RIN: 0648-AU14) re-
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9260. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean
Quanhog Fisheries; Suspension of Minimum
Atlantic Surfclam Size Limit for Fishing
Year 2009 [Docket No. 070717342-7713-02] (RIN:
0648-XJ86) received November 7, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

9261. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Pacific
Coast Groundfish Fishery; Biennial Speci-
fications and Management Measures;
Inseason Adjustments [Docket No. 060824226-
6322-02] (RIN: 0648-AX30) received November
7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

9262. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator For Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries Off West
Coast States; Coastal Pelagic Species Fish-
eries; Reporting Requirements and Conserva-
tion Measures [Docket No. 0809301285-81289-
01] (RIN: 0648-AX31) received November 7,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

9263. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Regulatory Progams,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Taking of the Cook
Inlet, Alaska, Beluga Whale Stock by Alaska
Natives [Docket No. 080302353-8620-01] (RIN:
0648-A016) received October 24, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

9264. A letter from the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — En-
dangered and Threatened Species: Final Pro-
tective Regulations for Threatened Puget
Sound Steelhead [Docket No. 070727426-81200-
01] (RIN: 0648-AV18) received October 24, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

9265. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NMFS, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Sea Turtle Conservation; Shrimp Trawling
Requirements [Docket No. 0809241260-81267-
01] (RIN: 0648-XK78) received November 5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

9266. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable, NMFS, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Fish-
eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off
Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 610 in the
Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 071106671-8010-02]
(RIN: 0648-X1.08) received November 5, 2008,
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pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

9267. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Act Provision; Fish-
eries of the Northeastern United States;
Tilefish Fishery [Docket No. 010319075-1217-
02] (RIN: 0648-XK42) received November 5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

9268. A letter from the Director Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 630 in
the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 071106671-8010-
02] (RIN: 0648-X1.22) received November 5,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

9269. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Atlantic Bluefish Fishery; Quota
Transfer [Docket No. 071212833-8179-02] (RIN:
0648-XK90) received November 10, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

9270. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Administrator For Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries Off West Coast States; West
Coast Salmon Fisheries; Amendment 14; Es-
sential Fish Habitat Descriptions for Pacific
Salmon [Docket No. 080225278-81191-02] (RIN:
0648-AS96) received November 10, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

9271. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator For Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the
Carribean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlan-
tic; Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative
Management Act Provisions; Atlantic Coast
Red Drum Fishery off the Atlantic States;
Transfer of Management Authority [Docket
No. 080221249-81231-02] (RIN: 0648-AT13) re-
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9272. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Spiny Dogfish Fishery; Commercial
Period 2 Quota Harvested [Docket No.
060418103-6181-02] (RIN: 0648-X1.29) received
November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9273. A letter from the Director Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel by Vessels in the
Amendment 80 Limited Access Fishery in
the Western Aleutian District of the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area
[Docket No. 071106673-8011-02] (RIN: 0648-
XK85) received November 7, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

9274. A letter from the Director Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Vessels Catching
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Pacific Cod for Processing by the Inshore
Component in the Central Regulatory Area
of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 071106671~
8010-02] (RIN: 0648-XK86) received November
4, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

9275. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Ber-
ing Sea and Aleutian Islands Management
Area [Docket No. 071106673-8011-02] (RIN: ID
101008A) received November 7, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

9276. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Vessels Sub-
ject to Amendment 80 Sideboard Limits in
the Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska [Docket No. 070213032-7032-01] (RIN:
0648-XK96) received November 7, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

9277. A letter from the Director Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico,
and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Fishery of the
Gulf of Mexico; Reopening of the 2008 Deep-
water Grouper and Tilefish Commercial
Fisheries [Docket No. 040205043-4043-01] (RIN:
0648-XK40) received November 7, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

9278. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator For Regulatory Programs,
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the North-
eastern United States; Atlantic Sea Scallop
Fishery; Framework Adjustment 19; Cor-
recting Amendment [Docket No. 070817467-
81179-04] (RIN: 0648-AV90) received October
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

9279. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator — NOAA Fisheries, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; Atlan-
tic Tuna Fisheries; Pelagic and Bottom
Longline Fisheries; Gear Authorization and
Turtle Control Devices [Docket No. 070801432-
8663-02] (RIN: 0648-AV92) received October 10,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

9280. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Fisheries, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule — Endan-
gered And Threatened Species; Endangered
Status for the Cook Inlet Beluga Whale
[Docket No. 0810141357-81371-01] (RIN: 0648-
XL30) received November 7, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

9281. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch for
Vessels in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is-
lands Trawl Limited Access Fishery in the
Western Aleutian District of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Management Area
[Docket No. 070213033-7033-01] (RIN: 0648-
XKT7) received October 16, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.
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9282. A letter from the Director Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Coastal Pe-
lagic Species Fisheries; Closure [Docket No.
080326475-8686-02] (RIN: 0648-XK61) received
October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

9283. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United
States; Northeast Multispecies Fishery;
Inseason Action to allow use of the Ruhle
Trawl in the Eastern U.S./Canada Area
[Docket No. 071004577-8124-02] (RIN: 0648-
XJ76) received October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

9284. A letter from the Chair, Executive
Council, Coalition of National Park Service
Retirees, transmitting the Coalition’s report
entitled, ‘“Natural and Cultural Resource Im-
pacts and Management Consequences of the
Proposed Regulation to Authorize the Pos-
session of Concealed Firearms in Units of the
National Park & National Wildlife Refuge
Systems’’; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

9285. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting the report on the ad-
ministration of the Foreign Agents Registra-
tion Act covering the six months ending De-
cember 31, 2007, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 621; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

9286. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting a copy of a report re-
quired by Section 202(a)(1)(C) of Pub. L. 107-
273, the ‘“21st Century Department of Justice
Appropriations Authorization Act,” related
to certain settlements and injunctive relief,
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 530D Public Law 107-
273, section 202; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

9287. A letter from the Director, Adminis-
trative Office of the U.S. Courts, transmit-
ting a report on compliance by the United
States courts of appeals and district courts
with the time limitations established for de-
ciding habeas corpus death penalty petitions
under Title 1 of the Antiterrorism and Effec-
tive Death Penalty Act of 1996, pursuant to
28 U.S.C. 604(a)(4), (h)(2), and 2412(d)(5); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

9288. A letter from the Executive Director,
Commodity Futures Trading Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Adjustment of Civil Monetary Penalties for
Inflation (RIN: 3038-AC13) received October
24, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

9289. A letter from the Deputy Cheif, Regu-
latory Management Division, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Period of Admission
and Extension of Stay for Canadian and
Mexican Citizens Engaged in Professional
Business Activities-TN Nonimmigrants [CIS
No.: 2429-07; DHS Docket No.: USCIS-2007-
0056] (RIN: 1615-AB64) received October 21,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

9290. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General for Administration, Department of
Justice, transmitting the 11th and 12th an-
nual reports on amounts paid to tele-
communications carriers and manufacturers
during FY 2005 and FY 2006, pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 103-414, section 112 and 401; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

9291. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting the Department’s re-
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port on the Enforcement of Sex Offender
Registration Requirements 2006-2008, pursu-
ant to Public Law 109-248, section 635; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

9292. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting the Department’s re-
port entitled, ‘“Report to the Nation 2007,”
pursuant to Section 1407(g) of the Victims of
Crime Act of 1984; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

9293. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Department of
Justice, transmitting a copy of the District
Court’s decision not to appeal the interlocu-
tory decision entitled, ‘‘United States v.
Christopher S. Handley, No. 1:07-cr-00030-JEG
(S.D. Iowa),” pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 530D; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

9294. A letter from the Assistant Secretary

Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Uncertified Foreign Health-Care Workers
[Public Notice—] (RIN: 1400-AB68) received
October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
9295. A letter from the Major, U.S. Marine
Corps (Ret.) Corporation Agent, Legion of
Valor, Legion of Valor of the United States
of America, Inc., transmitting a copy of the
Legion’s annual audit as of April 30, 2008,
pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 1101(28) and 1103; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

9296. A letter from the Staff Director, Sen-
tencing Commission, transmitting a report
on the compliance of the federal district
courts with documentation submission re-
quirements on sentencing, pursuant to 28
U.S.C. 994(w)(1); to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

9297. A letter from the Staff Director,
United States Sentencing Commission,
transmitting a report of amendments to the
federal sentencing guidelines in response to
the Emergency Disaster Assistance Fraud
Penalty Enhancement Act of 2007, pursuant
to 28 U.S.C. 994(0); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

9298. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting notification that funding under Title V,
subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 million for
the cost of response and recovery efforts for
FEMA-3294-EM in the State of Texas, pursu-
ant to 42 U.S.C. 5193; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9299. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting notification that funding under Title V,
subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 million for
the cost of response and recovery efforts for
FEMA-3288-EM in the State of Florida, pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. 5193; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9300. A letter from the Administrator, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting notification that funding under Title V,
subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 million for
the cost of response and recovery efforts for
FEMA-3295-EM in the State of Louisiana,
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 5193; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

9301. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems
(NPIAS), 2009-2013, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. app.
2203(b)(1); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9302. A letter from the Staff Assistant,
NHTSA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
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Federal Motor Vehicle Saftey Standards;
Designated Seating Positions and Seat Belt
Assembly Anchorages [Docket No.: NHTSA
2008-0059] (RIN: 2127-AI94) received October
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9303. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Modification
of Certain Medical Standards and Procedures
and Duration of Certain Medical Certifi-
cates; Correcting Amendment [Docket No.:
FAA-2007-27812; Amendment No. 61-121] (RIN:
2120-AT191) received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9304. A letter from the Regulations Officer,
Federal Highway Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Projects of Na-
tional and Regional Significance Evaluation
and Rating [Docket No.: FHWA-05-23393]
(RIN: 2125-AF08) received October 27, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9305. A letter from the Alternate Liaison,
Federal Register Publications, Department
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Pipeline Saftey: Stand-
ards for Increasing the Maximum Allowable
Operating Pressure for Gas Transmission
Pipelines [Docket No.: PHMSA-2005-23447]
(RIN: 2137-AE25) received October 27, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9306. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No.: 30621; Amdt. No.: 3281] received October
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9307. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s ‘“‘Major’’ final rule — Con-
gestion Management Rule for John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport and Newark Lib-
erty International Airport [Docket No. FAA-
2008-0517; Amdt. No. 93-88] (RIN: 2120-AJ28)
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9308. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s “Major”’ final rule — Con-
gestion Management Rule for LaGuardia
Airport [Docket No. FAA-2006-25709; Amend-
ment No. 93-87] (RIN: 2120-AI70) received Oc-
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9309. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedure, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No.: 30624; Amdt. No.: 3284] received October
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9310. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No.: 30627; Amdt. No. 3286] received October
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9311. A letter from the Program Anaylst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
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the Department’s final rule — Aviation
Saftey Inspector Airport Access [Docket No.:
FAA-2007-29237; Amendment No. 153-1] (RIN:
2120-AJ07) received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9312. A letter from the Attorney, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Nondiscrimina-
tion on the Basis of Disability in Air Travel
[Dockets  OST-2004-19482;  OST-2005-22298;
0ST-2006-23999] (RINs: 2105-AC97; 2105-AC29;
2105-AD41] received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9313. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Standards; Engine Control System Require-
ments [Docket No.: FAA-2007-27311, Amend-
ment No. 33-26] (RIN: 2120-A194) received Oc-
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9314. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Preformance
and Handling Qualities Requirements for
Rotorcraft; Correcting Amendment [Docket
No.: FAA-2006-25414; Amendment No. 27-44]
(RIN: 2120-AH87) received October 9, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9315. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedure, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No.: 30623; Amendment No. 3283] received Oc-
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9316. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No.: 30625; Amendment No. 3285] received Oc-
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9317. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approah Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimus and Obstacle Departure Procedures;
Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket No.:
30622; Amendment No. 3282] received October
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9318. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — IFR Altitudes;
Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket No.:
30626; Amendment No. 476] received October
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9319. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Bell Helicopter Textron Canada
Model 222, 222B, 222U, 230, and 430 Helicopters
[Docket No.: FAA-2008-0449; Directorate
Identifer 2007-SW-10-AD; Amendment 39-
15669; AD 2008-19-02] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received
October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9320. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Dassault Model Falcon 10 Air-
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0674; Direc-
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torate Identifer 2008-NM-086-AD; Amendment
39-15675; AD 2008-19-08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9321. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No.: 30617; Amendment No. 3277] received Oc-
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9322. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; EADS SOCATA Model TBM 700
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0974; Direc-
torate Identifier 2008-CE-048-AD; Amendment
39-15673; AD 2008-19-06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9323. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Turbomeca S.A. Arrius 2BI,
2B1A, 2B2, and 2K1 Turboshaft Engines
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0461; Directorate Iden-
tifier 2008-NE-14-AD; Amendment 39-15678;
AD 2008-19-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Oc-
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9324. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 737-300, -400, and
-500 Series Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-
0947; Directortate Identifier 2008-NM-154-AD;
Amendment 39-15670; AD 2008-19-03] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9325. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 737-100, -200, -200C,
-300, -400, and -500 Series Airplanes [Docket
No. FAA-2008-0149; Directorate Identifier
2007-NM-319-AD; Amendment 39-15651; AD
2008-17-13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9326. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Hawker Beechcraft Corporation
Model BAe.125 Series 800A (including C-29A
and U-125) Airplanes, and Hawker Beechcraft
Model Hawker 800XP Airplanes [Docket No.
FAA-2008-0976; Directorate Identifier 2008-
NM-145-AD; Amendment 39-15685; AD 2008-21-
01] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9327. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Hawker Beechcraft Corporation
Model 390 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-
1067; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-052-AD;
Amendment 39-15688; AD 2008-21-04] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9328. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 767-200, -300, and
-400ER Series Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-
2008-0302; Directorate Idenfitier 2007-NM-323-
AD; Amendment 39-15689; AD 2008-21-05] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant
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to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9329. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 737-600, -700, -700C,
-800 and -900 Series Airplanes Equipped with
CFM56-7 Engines [Docket No. FAA-2008-0147;
Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-294-AD;
Amendment 39-15686; AD 2008-21-02] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9330. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 737-300, -400, and
-500 Series Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-
0357; Directorate Identifier 2008-NM-005-AD;
Amendment 39-15687; AD 2008-21-03] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9331. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; MD Helicopters, Inc. Model 600N
Helicopters [Docket No. FAA-2008-0835; Di-
rectorate Identifier 2008-SW-34-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15684; AD 2008-20-05] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9332. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Air Tractor, Inc. Models AT-402,
AT-402A, and AT-402B Airplanes [Docket No.
FAA-2008-0749; Directorate Identifier 2008-
CE-044-AD; Amendment 39-15692; AD 2008-21-
08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9333. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-1A11
(CL-600), CL-600-2A12 (CL-601), CL-600-2B16
(CL-601-3A, CL-601-3R, & CL-604 (Including
CL-605 Marketing Variant)) Airplanes, and
Model CL-600-2B19 (Regional Jet Series 100 &
440) Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-1096; Di-
rectorate Identifier 2008-NM-158-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15693; AD 2008-21-09] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9334. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 747-400, 747-400D,
and 747-400F Series Airplanes [Docket No.
FAA-2008-0640; Directorate Identifier 2008-
NM-070-AD; Amendment 39-15690; AD 2008-21-
06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9335. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Various Transport Category Air-
planes Equipped with Auxiliary Fuel Tanks
Installed in Accordance with Certain Supple-
mental Type Certificates [Docket No. FAA-
2008-0298; Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-316-
AD; Amendment 39-15696; AD 2008-22-01] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9336. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Harco Labs, Inc. Pilot/AOA
Probes (Part Numbers 100435-39, 100435-39-001,
100435-40, and 100435-40-001) [Docket No. FAA-
2008-0955; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-040-
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AD; Amendment 39-15668; AD 2008-19-01] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9337. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; McDonnell Douglas Model MD-90-
30 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0946; Di-
rectorate Identifier 2008-NM-147-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15667; AD 2008-18-10] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9338. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Rolls-Royce plc RB211-524 Series
Turbofan Engines; Correction [Docket No.
FAA-2007-0036; Directorate Identifier 2007-
NE-22-AD; Amendment 39-15636; AD 2008-16-
18] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 9, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9339. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Boeing Model 747 Airplanes
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0091; Directorate Iden-
tifier 2007-NM-311-AD; Amendment 39-15666;
AD 2008-18-09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Oc-
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9340. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Empresa Brasileira de
Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) Model ERJ
170 and ERJ 190 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-
2008-0562; Directorate Identifier 2008-NM-010-
AD; Amendment 39-15658; AD 2008-18-01] (RIN:
2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9341. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Bombardier Model DHC-8-400 Se-
ries Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0356; Di-
rectorate Identifier 2008-NM-042-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15661; AD 2008-18-04] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9342. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; Airbus Model A330-200, A330-300,
and A340-300 Series Airplanes [Docket No.
FAA-2008-0672; Directorate Identifier 2008-
NM-032-AD; Amendment 39-15660; AD 2008-18-
03] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 9, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9343. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness
Directives; McDonnell Douglas Model 717-200
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0407; Direc-
torate Identifier 2008-NM-002-AD; Amend-
ment 39-15662; AD 2008-18-05] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9344. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Revision of
Restricted Area 5107A; White Sands Missile
Range, NM [Docket No. FAA-2008-0628; Air-
space Docket No. 07-ASW-15] (RIN: 2120-
AAG66) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9345. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
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the Department’s final rule — Change of
Using Agency for Restricted Area R-3807,
Glencoe, LA [Docket No. FAA-2008-0939; Air-
space Docket No. 08-ASW-7] (RIN: 2120-AA66)
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9346. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Establishment
of Low Altitude Area Navigation Route (T-
Route): Southwest Oregon [Docket No. FAA-
2008-0419; Airspace Docket No. 08-ANM-3]
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received October 9, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9347. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Establish
Class E Airspace; Point Roberts, WA [Docket
No. FAA-2007-29036; Airspace Docket No. 07-
ANM-13] received October 9, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9348. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Modification
of Area Navigation Route Q-110 and Jet
Route J-73; Florida [Docket No. FAA-2008-
0187; Airspace Docket No. 07-ASO-27] re-
ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9349. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Revocation of
Class E Airspace; Luke AFB, Phoenix, AZ
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0204; Airspace Docket
No. 08-AWP-5] received October 9, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9350. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Establishment
of Low Altitude Area Navigation Routes (T-
Routes); Sacramento and San Francisco, CA
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0037; Airspace Docket
No. 07-AWP-6] received October 9, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9351. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Modification
and Establishment of Restricted Areas and
Other Special Use Airspace, Adirondack Air-
space Complex; Fort Drum, NY [Docket No.
FAA-2006-26192; Airspace Docket No. 06-ASO-
11] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received October 9, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9352. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Establishment
of Class E Airspace; Hinton, OK [Docket No.
FAA-2008-0328; Airspace Docket No. 08-ASW-
4] received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

93563. A letter from the Senior Attorney Ad-
visor, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Imple-
mentation of Program for Capital Grants for
Rail Line Relocation and Improvements
Projects [Docket No.: FRA 2005-23774, Notice
No. 2] (RIN: 2130-AB74) received October 27,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

93564. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Modification
of Certain Medical Standards and Procedures
and Duration of Certain Medical Certificates
[Docket No.: FAA-2007-27812; Amendment
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Nos. 61-121, 65-52, 67-20, and 183-13 (RIN: 2120-
AI91) received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9355. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Modification
of Area Navigation Route Q-110 and Jet
Route J-73; Florida [Docket No. FAA-2008-
0187; Airspace Docket No. 07-ASO-27] re-
ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9356. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Establishment
of Class E Airspace; Milford, PA [Docket No.
FAA-2008-0160; Airspace Docket No. 08-AEA-
13] received October 19, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9357. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Reduction of
Fuel Tank Flammability in Transport Cat-
egory Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2005-22997;
Amendment Nos. 25-125, 26-2, 121-340, 125-55
and 129-46] (RIN: 2120-AI23) October 27, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

9358. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — HEstablishment
of Class D Airspace; San Bernadino Inter-
national Airport, San Bernardino, CA [Dock-
et No. FAA-2008-0211; Airspace Docket No. 08-
AWP-3] received October 9, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

9359. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No. 30628; Amdt No. 3287] received October 27,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

9360. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No. 30630; Amendment No. 3289] received Oc-
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9361. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No.: 30632; Amendment No. 3291] received Oc-
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9362. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No.: 30629; Amendment No. 3288] received Oc-
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9363. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Standard In-
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce-
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket
No. 30631; Amendment No. 3290] received Oc-
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
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801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

9364. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
of the Army (Civil Works), Department of
the Army, transmitting a report entitled,
“Terrestrial Wildlife Habitat Restoration
Plan for Oahe/Sharpe Reservoirs, South Da-
kota’’; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

9365. A letter from the Deputy Chief Coun-
sel for NIST, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Technology Innovation Program (TIP) No-
tice of Availability of Funds and Announce-
ment of Public Meetings (Proposers’ Con-
ferences) [Docket No.: 080626784-8786-01] (RIN:
0693-ZA82) received October 16, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Science and Technology.

9366. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Satellite and Information
Services, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Licensing of Private
Land Remote-Sensing Space Systems [Dock-
et No.: 050204028-6015-02] received July 22,
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Science and Technology.

9367. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Schedule for Rating Disabilities; Eye
(RIN: 2900-AH43) received November 5, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

9368. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Grants to States for Construction and
Acquisition of State Home Facilities (RIN:
2900-AJ43) received October 7, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

9369. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (RIN:
2900-AN04) received October 29, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

9370. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Board of Veterans’ Appeals: Expe-
dited Claims Adjudication Initiative — Pilot
Program (RIN: 2900-AM77) received Novem-
ber 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

9371. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Civilian Health and Medical Program
of the Department of Veterans Affairs (RIN:
2900-AM22) received November 5, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs.

9372. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Disclosure of Information to Organ,
Tissue and Eye Procurement Organizations
(RIN: 2900-AMG65) received November 7, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

9373. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Dental Care-Provision of One-Time
Outpatient Dental Care for Certain Veterans
(RIN: 2900-AM95) received October 7, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

9374. A letter from the Chairman, Social
Security Advisory Board, transmitting the
Board’s annual report for 2007, pursuant to 42
U.S.C. 904; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

9375. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
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mitting the Department’s report entitled,
‘““‘Assets for Independence Demonstration
Program: Status at the Conclusion of the
Eighth Year,” pursuant to Public Law 105-
285; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

9376. A letter from the Administrator, Of-
fice of Workforse Securities, ETA, DOL, De-
partment of Labor, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Federal-State Unemploy-
ment Compensation (UC) Program; Inter-
state Arrangement for Combining Employ-
ment and Wages; Final Rule (RIN: 1205-AB51)
received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

9377. A letter from the Director, Statutory
Import Programs Staff, Depatment of Com-
merce, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Changes in the Insular Possessions
Watch, Watch Movement and Jewelry Pro-
grams 2008 [Docket No.: 080716841-81292-02]
(RIN: 0625-AA80) Rrceived November 5, 2008,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

9378. A letter from the Chief, Publication
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Tier 1 Issue — Government Settlements
Directive #3 [LMSB No: 4-0908-046 Impacted
IRM 4.51.5] received October 6, 2008, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

9379. A letter from the Deputy Chief Coun-
sel for Regulations, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
“Major” final rule — Secure Flight Program
[Docket No. TSA-2007-28572; Amendment Nos.
1540-9, 1544-8, and 1560-(New)] (RIN: 1652-
AA45) received November 5, 2008, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Homeland Security.

9380. A letter from the Chief, Trade and
Commercial Regulations Branch, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Advance Infor-
mation on Private Aircraft Arriving and De-
parting the TUnited States [Dokect No.:
USCBP-2007-0064] (RIN: 16561 — A A41) received
November 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Homeland
Security.

9381. A letter from the Chairman, Defense
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, transmit-
ting the Board’s Sixth Quarterly Report on
the Status of Significant Unresolved Issues
with the Department of Energy’s Design and
Construction Projects, as required in House
Conference Report 109-702, Section 3201;
jointly to the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices and Appropriations.

9382. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s ‘Major”
final rule — Medicare Program; Payment
Policies Under the Physician Fee Schedule
and Other Revisions to Part B for CY 2009; E-
Prescribing Exemption for Computer-Gen-
erated Facsimile Transmissions; and Pay-
ment for Certain Durable Medical Equip-
ment, Prosthetics, Orthotics, and Supplies
(DMEPOS) [[CMS-1403-FC] [CMS-1270-F2]]
(RIN: 0938-AP18, 0938-AN14) received October
30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
jointly to the Committees on Energy and
Commerce and Ways and Means.

9383. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s ‘Major”
final rule — Medicare Program: Changes to
the Hospital Outpatient Prospective Pay-
ment System and CY 2009 Payment Rates;
Changes to the Ambulatory Surgical Center
Payment System and CY 2009 Payment
Rates; Hospital Conditions of Participation;
Requirements for Approval and Re-Approval
of Transplant Centers to Perform Organ
Transplants--Clarification of Provider and
Supplier Termination Policy Medicare and
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Medicaid Programs; Changes to the Ambula-
tory Surgical Center Conditions for Coverage
[[CMS-1404-FC]; [CMS-38387-F]; [CMS-3835-F'-
111 (RIN: 0938-AP17; 0938-AL80; 0938-AH17) Re-
ceived October 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 jointly
to the Committees on Energy and Commerce
and Ways and Means.

9384. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medicaid Program; Multiple Source Drug
Definition [CMS-2238-F] (RIN: 0938-AP26) re-
ceived October 6, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees on
Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means.

9385. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Medicare Program; Revisions to
the Medicare Advantage and Prescription
Drug Benefit Programs: Clarification of
Compensation Plan [CMS-4138-IFC2] (RIN:
0938-AP52) received November 10, 2008, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the
Committees on Energy and Commerce and
Ways and Means.

9386. A letter from the Inspector General,
Special Inspector General for Iraq Recon-
struction, transmitting the October 2008
Quarterly Report pursuant to Section 3001(i)
of Title III of the 2004 Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations for Defense and for
the Reconstruction of Iraq and Afghanistan
(Pub. L. 108-106) as amended by Pub. L. 108-
375, Pub. L. 109-102, Pub. L. 109-364, Pub. L.
109-440, Pub. L. 110-28, and Pub. L. 110-181;
jointly to the Committees on Foreign Affairs
and Appropriations.

9387. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medicare Program; Termination of Non-Ran-
dom Prepayment Complex Medical Review
[CMS-6022-F] (RIN: 0938-AN31) received Octo-
ber 6, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
jointly to the Committees on Ways and
Means and Energy and Commerce.

9388. A letter from the Program Manager,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Medicare Program; Home Health Prospective
PAyment System Rate Update for Calendar
Year 2009 [CMS-1555-N] (RIN: 0938-AP20) re-
ceived October 30, 2008; jointly to the Com-
mittees on Ways and Means and Energy and
Commerce.

9389. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Employee Benefits Administration, Internal
Revenue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final rule — Final Rules for Group Health
Plans and Health Insurance Issuers under the
Newborns’ and Mothers’ Health Protection
Act [TD 9427] (RIN: 1545-BG82) received Octo-
ber 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
jointly to the Committees on Energy and
Commerce, Ways and Means, and Education
and Labor.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. MARKEY: Select Committee on En-
ergy Independence and Global Warming:
Final Staff Report for the 110th Congress
(Rept. 110-915). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the Union.

———
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
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titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. BROWN of South Carolina:

H.R. 7272. A bill to prohibit the use of funds
to transfer individuals detained by the
United States at Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, to Naval Consolidated Brig,
Charleston, South Carolina; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. PASCRELL (for himself and
Mr. LATOURETTE):

H.R. 7273. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow an above-the-line
deduction against individual income tax for
interest on indebtedness and for State and
local sales and excise taxes with respect to
the purchase of certain motor vehicles; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. PASCRELL (for himself, Mr.
PLATTS, and Ms. JACKSON-LEE of
Texas):

H.R. 7274. A bill to amend title III of the
Public Health Service Act to provide for the
establishment and implementation of con-
cussion management guidelines with respect
to student athletes, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. ISSA (for himself, Mr. BURTON
of Indiana, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. SHAYS,
Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida,
Mr. SOUDER, Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr. ToMm
DAVIS of Virginia, and Mr. AKIN):

H.R. 7275. A bill to establish the Financial
Oversight Commission, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Mr. NEUGEBAUER (for himself,
Mr. PRICE of Georgia, Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina, Mr. JONES of North
Carolina, Mr. GOODLATTE, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. PAUL,
Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr.
LAMBORN, and Mr. McCAUL of Texas):

H.R. 7276. A bill to amend the Emergency
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 to require
prior approval by the Congress for expendi-
tures from the third tranche, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

By Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN (for himself
and Mr. BACHUS):

H.R. 7277. A bill to suspend the beginning
date for required distributions from certain
retirement plans, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. RUPPERSBERGER:

H.R. 7278. A bill to suspend the beginning
date for required distributions from defined
contribution plans based on attainment of
age 70 1/2, to waive the 10 percent penalty on
withdrawals from qualified retirement plans
during 2008 and 2009 for financial hardship,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mrs. BIGGERT:

H.R. 7279. A bill to provide for a 3-year sus-
pension of the minimum distribution re-
quirements for defined contribution plans; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND:

H.R. 7280. A bill to amend part D of title IV
of the Social Security Act to prohibit States
from charging child support recipients for
the collection of child support; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HASTINGS of Florida:

H.R. 7281. A bill to direct the Election As-
sistance Commission to make grants to
States to carry out election administration
improvement plans; to the Committee on
House Administration.

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Ms.
BERKLEY):

H.R. 7282. A bill to promote conservation
and provide for sensible development in Car-
son City, Nevada, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Natural Resources, and in
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addition to the Committee on Armed Serv-

ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-

mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-

sideration of such provisions as fall within

the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
By Mr. KING of New York:

H.R. 7283. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the age at
which distributions from qualified retire-
ment plans are required to begin from 70 1/2
to 75, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia:

H.R. 7284. A Dbill to amend the Clean Air
Act to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from
transportation fuel sold in the TUnited
States; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia:

H.R. 7285. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to provide for an increase
in the maximum level of fees authorized to
be charged by representatives with respect
to claims of entitlement to past-due benefits
and to require cost-of-living adjustments to
such level of authorized fees; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mrs. MALONEY of New York (for
herself, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. WEINER,
Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr.
WALSH of New York, Mr. SERRANO,
Mr. REYNOLDS, Mrs. MCCARTHY of
New York, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. KING of
New York, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. NADLER,
Mrs. LOWEY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
MCNULTY, Mr. ISRAEL, Ms. SLAUGH-
TER, Mr. TOwWNS, Mr. BISHOP of New
York, Mr. MCHUGH, and Mr. ARCURI):

H.R. 7286. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
46-02 21st Street in Long Island City, New
York, as the ‘“‘Geraldine Ferraro Post Office
Building”’; to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

By Ms. MATSUI (for herself, Mr.
MCGOVERN, and Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD):

H.R. 7287. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to establish a Wellness
Trust; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Ms. MATSUIL:

H.R. 7288. A Dbill to allow flood insurance
coverage under the national flood insurance
program for new structures designed to pro-
tect public safety that are located in special
flood hazard zones, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Financial Services.

By Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York:

H.R. 7289. A bill to provide grants to pro-
mote financial literacy; to the Committee on
Education and Labor.

By Mr. MICHAUD:

H.R. 7290. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the credit for re-
newable electricity production to include
electricity produced from biomass for on-site
use; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 7291. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to develop and construct
a facility on the campus of Saint Elizabeths
Hospital in the District of Columbia to serve
as the headquarters for the United States
Coast Guard; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. ROHRABACHER:

H.R. 7292. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in-
come compensation received by employees
consisting of qualified distributions of em-
ployer stock; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. SESTAK:

H.R. 7293. A bill to suspend for 2008 and 2009
the required minimum distribution require-
ments with respect to certain defined con-
tribution plans to the extent the interest of
an individual in such plans does not exceed

November 19, 2008

$300,000; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. SMITH of Washington:

H.R. 7294. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to expand the authorized con-
current receipt of disability severance pay
from the Department of Defense and com-
pensation for the same disability under any
law administered by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to cover all veterans who have
a combat-related disability, as defined under
section 1413a of such title; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

By Ms. FOXX (for herself, Mr.
LAMBORN, Mr. POE, Mr. IssA, Mr.
LATTA, Mr. PAUL, Mr. BARTLETT of
Maryland, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. CONAWAY,
and Mr. McCAUL of Texas):

H.J. Res. 101. A joint resolution relating to
the disapproval of obligations under the
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of
2008; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Ms. LEE (for herself, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Ms.
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
MORAN of Virginia, Mrs. MALONEY of
New York, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. TOWNS,
Ms. CLARKE, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia,
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr.
MCDERMOTT, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr.
STARK, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. WOOL-
SEY, Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland, Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia, Ms. MOORE of Wis-
consin, Mr. CARSON, Ms. RICHARDSON,
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. McGovV-
ERN, Ms. KILPATRICK, Mr. MEEKS of

New York, Ms. CASTOR, Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN, Mr. JEFFERSON, Ms.
McCoLLUM of Minnesota, Mr.

HOLDEN, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms.
WATSON, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. HINCHEY,
Mr. ELLISON, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. ROY-
BAL-ALLARD, Mr. MEEK of Florida,
Mr. FATTAH, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. BER-
MAN, Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Mr.
RUSH, and Ms. MATSUI):

H. Res. 1529. A resolution acknowledging
the 40th anniversary of the election of Shir-
ley Anita St. Hill Chisholm, the first Afri-
can-American woman in Congress; to the
Committee on House Administration.

By Mr. ROYCE (for himself, Ms. LORET-
TA SANCHEZ of California, Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. SMITH of New Jersey):

H. Res. 1530. A resolution calling on the
State Department to list the Socialist Re-
public of Vietnam as a ‘“‘Country of Par-
ticular Concern’ with respect to religious
freedom; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

———

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials
were presented and referred as follows:

374. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the Senate of Pennsylvania, relative to
Senate Resolution No. 406 establishing ‘‘Hy-
drocephalus Awareness Month’’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

375. Also, a memorial of the Senate of
Pennsylvania, relative to Senate Resolution
No. 375 dealing with natural gas markets; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

376. Also, a memorial of the Senate of Cali-
fornia, relative to Senate Joint Resolution
No. 17 relating to the ecumenical patri-
archate; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

377. Also, a memorial of the Senate of
Michigan, relative to Senate Resolution No.
222, memorializing the Congress of the
United States to enact legislation to help re-
vitalize the economy in states with excep-
tionally high rates of unemployment by the
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creation of a Recovery State Renaissance
Zone Act; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

————

PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

Mr. GUTIERREZ introduced a bill (H.R.
7295) for the relief of Francisca Lino; which
was referred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 154: Mr. ROTHMAN.

H.R. 279: Mrs. MYRICK.

H.R. 468: Mr. CROWLEY.

H.R. 661: Mr. ADERHOLT and Mr. BRADY of
Pennsylvania.

H.R. 741: Mr. WESTMORELAND.

H.R. 891: Mr. ADERHOLT.

H.R. 962: Mr. ROTHMAN.

H.R. 1280: Mrs. DAvVIS of California, Mr.
ADERHOLT, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, and
Mrs. TAUSCHER.

H.R. 1524: Ms. GIFFORDS.

H.R. 1606: Mr. COHEN.

. 1801: Mr. KIRK.

. 1921: Mr. MEEKS of New York.

. 2052: Mr. LEVIN.

. 2390: Mrs. MALONEY of New York.
. 2495: Mr. FILNER.

. 2567: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama.

. 3001: Mr. FATTAH.

. 3212: Mr. HARE and Mr. COHEN.

. 3234: Mrs. BIGGERT.

. 3294: Mr. FATTAH.

. 3334: Mr. ROTHMAN and Mr. HIGGINS.
. 3404: Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut.
. 3457: Mrs. GILLIBRAND.

. 3652: . CUMMINGS.

. 3750: . MOORE of Kansas.

. 3753: . WAMP.

. 3834: . ROTHMAN.

. 3995: . CULBERSON.

. 4048: . McCoLLUM of Minnesota.
. 4450: . CARNEY.

. 5028: Mrs. MALONEY of New York.
. 5191: Mr. McCAUL of Texas.

H.R. 5447: Mr. CUMMINGS.

H.R. 5573: Mr. HINCHEY and Mr. HALL of
New York.
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H.R. 5615: Mr. HOLDEN.
H.R. 5674: Mr. HINCHEY.
H.R. 5698: Mr. ELLSWORTH and Mr. FATTAH.

H.R. 5734: Mr. DAavis of Illinois, Mr.
ETHERIDGE, Mr. ROTHMAN, and Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER.

H.R. 5762: Mrs. TAUSCHER.
H.R. 5793: Ms. RICHARDSON and Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD.

H.R. 5802:
H.R. 5823:
H.R. 5838:
H.R. 5936:
H.R. 5979:
H.R. 6151:
H.R. 6201:
H.R. 6228:
H.R. 6259:

Ms.
Ms.
Mr.

EDWARDS of Maryland.
WOOLSEY.
BisHOP of New York.
Mr. BOOZMAN.
Mr. COHEN.
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN.
Mr. MOORE of Kansas.
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin.
Mr. ROTHMAN.

H.R. 6453: Mr. ALEXANDER.

H.R. 6462: Mr. HINCHEY.

H.R. 65649: Mr. GALLEGLY and Ms.
LOFGREN of California.

H.R. 6567: Mr. TOWNS, Mr. SARBANES, and

ZOE

Mr. PLATTS.
H.R. 6598: Mr. ROTHMAN and Mr. FATTAH.
H.R. 6815: Mr. HINCHEY and Mr. KUCINICH.
H.R. 6885: Mr. PUTNAM.
H.R. 6930: Mr. CRENSHAW and Mr. FILNER.
H.R. 6939: Mr. COHEN and Mr. KAGEN.
H.R. 6949: Mr. ROTHMAN.
H.R. 6955: Mr. CULBERSON.
H.R. 7063: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER.
H.R. 7114: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and Mr.
EMANUEL.
H.R. 7164: Mr. MEEKS of New York.

H.R. 7187: Mr. UPTON, Mr. SESSIONS, and
Mr. DELAHUNT.

H.R. 7189: Mrs. BONO MACK.

H.R. 7219: Mr. WEXLER.

H.R. 7241: Ms. MATSUI, Mr. ROTHMAN, Ms.
WOOLSEY, Mr. CAPUANO, and Mr. BERMAN.

H.R. 7252: Mr. AKIN.

H. Con. Res. 81: Mr. KENNEDY.

H. Con. Res. 342: Mr. COURTNEY.

H. Con. Res. 424: Mrs. DAVIS of California.

H. Con. Res. 434: Mr. INGLIS of South Caro-
lina, Mr. WAMP, Mr. DUNCAN, and Mr. HIN-
CHEY.

H. Res. 679: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr.
CAPUANO, Mr. BRrRALEY of Iowa, Mr.
FORTENBERRY, Mr. WOLF, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
DELAHUNT, and Mr. DAVIS of Illinois.

H. Res. 1171: Mr. BOREN.

H. Res. 1328: Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. HINOJOSA,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Ten-
nessee, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. PRICE of North Caro-
lina, Mr. WEXLER, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan,
and Mr. ROTHMAN.
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H. Res. 1397: Mr. HINCHEY.

H. Res. 1404: Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. DUNCAN,
Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr. COLE of OKkla-
homa, Mr. HALL of Texas, Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND, Mr. CARTER, and Mr. AL GREEN of
Texas.

H. Res. 1405: Mr. ROHRABACHER, Ms. WAT-
SON, Mr. POE, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. ACKERMAN,
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. ROGERS of Michi-
gan, Mr. GRAVES, Mr. MACK, Mr. Wu, Ms.
LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California, Mr. ScoTT of
Georgia, and Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky.

H. Res. 1458: Mr. BECERRA, Ms. RICHARDSON,
Mr. BERMAN, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. CARDOZA, Ms.
FUDGE, Ms. BORDALLO, and Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN.

H. Res. 1462: Mr. LYNCH and Mr. STARK.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions
and papers were laid on the clerk’s
desk and referred as follows:

335. The SPEAKER presented a petition of
the San Francisco Labor Council, relative to
a resolution opposing any taxpayer-financed
blank check bailout of the financial system;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

336. Also, a petition of the San Francisco
Labor Council, relative to a resolution op-
posing any taxpayer-financed blank check
bailout of the financial system; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

337. Also, a petition of the California State
Lands Commission, relative to a resolution
requesting that Congress continue to enact,
and the President reinstitute, the morato-
rium on oil and gas leasing within protected
offshore areas; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

338. Also, a petition of the Chemung Coun-
ty Legislature, relative to Resolution No. 08-
448 supporting changes to the federal high-
way trust fund to insure its long-term sol-
vency; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

339. Also, a petition of the California State
Lands Commission, relative to a resolution
supporting the enactment of the Ocean Con-
servation, Education, and National Strategy
for the 21st Century Act (HR 21) and the Na-
tional Oceans Protection Act of 2008 (S3314);
jointly to the Committees on Natural Re-
sources and Science and Technology.
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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Hon. E. BEN-
JAMIN NELSON, a Senator from the
State of Nebraska.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Creator of humanity, make us one.
Bring unity to our Senate, Nation, and
world. Help us to see that awesome
things can be accomplished when we
stop worrying about who will get the
credit, and that we can achieve so
much more working together than la-
boring solo.

With this unity, infuse us also with a
spirit of hopeful pragmatism. Lord,
give us realistic expectations about our
future. Remind us that many problems
that took decades to create will not be
quickly solved. Motivate us to make
the necessary sacrifices so that rough
places will be made smooth and crook-
ed places will be made straight.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable E. BENJAMIN NELSON
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable E. BENJAMIN NELSON,
a Senator from the State of Nebraska, to
perform the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. NELSON of Nebraska thereupon
assumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following
leader remarks, the Senate will pro-
ceed to a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak for
up to 10 minutes each.

For the information of Senators,
there will be a Senators-only classified
briefing at 2:30 today. It will last for an
hour or an hour and a half. We will
have there Secretary Gates, Secretary
Rice, and Vice Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff James Cartwright. This
will take place in our new secure meet-
ing room in the Visitor Center.

———————

ECONOMIC STIMULUS PLAN

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we received
some more bad news today. Today it
was reported that China has surpassed
Japan as the top holder of United
States debt. One out of every 10 dollars
of American debt now belongs to the
Chinese. As we fall further into debt,
our climb back from recession to eco-
nomic prosperity grows steeper. But in
light of these challenges, there is no
reason for Congress to wait until Janu-
ary to do some things that will help
the economy. We know that before the
Senate is a comprehensive stimulus
plan. I will be discussing ways of pro-
ceeding on that, or not proceeding on
that, with my friend, the Republican

leader. Our legislation was worked out
with the Appropriations, Finance, and
Agriculture Committees. This legisla-
tion would invest in infrastructure, ex-
tend unemployment insurance, provide
food stamps and fiscal relief for States
to prevent States from being forced to
cut services and raise taxes more than
they already have, and it would be pro-
viding aid to the ailing United States
auto industry.

It is important to understand that
the authority to provide funds to the
auto industry lies with the Treasury
Department. The Federal Reserve can
also provide these funds. As the Senate
considers whether to pass an auto aid
package, whether this legislation or
other legislation, we all need to re-
member that we are simply deciding
whether Congress will apply additional
terms to the funds that the Treasury
Department can and should ultimately
provide. In fact, Congress need do noth-
ing. Treasury can put whatever restric-
tions they choose on that.

I hope we can pass legislation to aid
the auto industry this next day or two.
If we cannot do it here legislatively, I
hope the Secretary of Treasury listens
loudly and clearly, because they can
take this into their own hands and do
what they think is appropriate from
their perspective.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

A BIPARTISAN APPROACH

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
auto industry is an important part of
the American economy, I certainly
agree with my good friend the majority
leader, and an important job creator in
my State. We are all aware that one
reason Congress is back in session this
week is to address the crisis in the
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auto industry. Although our friends on
the other side have been talking about
this issue with increasing frequency,
they have yet to indicate how they
plan to move forward. There is clearly
a deep controversy about using funds
designed to strengthen our credit mar-
kets to shore up distressed companies
and other industries. We all understand
that. It is one of the main reasons why
there is still a significant lack of sup-
port from both sides of the aisle to that
particular kind of approach.

It is an understatement to say there
is deep concern about the impact of
more than $100 billion of new deficit
spending in the bill that has been put
forward. So let me suggest a bipartisan
path forward that has not yet been of-
fered by the majority. It is a com-
promise being worked on by Senators
VOINOVICH and BOND which reproposes
funds already appropriated, money we
have already appropriated to fund a $25
billion loan program for auto makers
to build advanced technology vehi-
cles—coupled with new taxpayer pro-
tections and Federal oversight about
how the money is spent. This is a pro-
posal which I believe has support from
both sides of the aisle and that actu-
ally has the potential to pass right
now, not next year. There is a way for-
ward that will help protect the jobs in
the auto industry while also protecting
the taxpayers. Senators VOINOVICH and
BoND are working with colleagues
across the aisle to protect taxpayers
and our long-term economic health.
Should this compromise approach be
approved by the Congress, it is the only
proposal now being considered that we
believe President Bush will sign. It
could actually become law and become
law in the very near future.

As we move forward, we must do so
in a bipartisan way on this and the
myriad of other issues to come, and a
good place to start would be right now.

I yield the floor.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to a period of
morning business, with Senators per-
mitted to speak up to 10 minutes each.

The Senator from Louisiana is recog-
nized.

———

AUTO INDUSTRY BAILOUT
PROPOSALS

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I rise to
express my grave concerns about all of
the auto industry bailout proposals. I
do that for two fundamental reasons.
First of all, I am very concerned of this
ever-widening bailout fever, bailout
mania. We are now going well beyond
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the financial industry. We are crossing
what was supposed to be a bright line
and going to other sectors of major
manufacturing, starting with the auto
companies, but I am convinced it cer-
tainly will not end there.

The second reason I am very con-
cerned is for the sake and future of the
auto companies and those workers
themselves, because I am convinced
that if we pass this type of bailout pro-
posal, it will not save the auto compa-
nies, it will absolutely ensure their de-
mise. That is because it is a bailout
that is not coupled in any way with
fundamental restructuring and funda-
mental reform.

Let me go back to the original finan-
cial industry bailout proposal. On Sep-
tember 29, I announced my strong op-
position to that, based on many rea-
sons which I articulated here on the
Senate floor. One of them was that I
thought it would invite many more
bailouts to come. As I said, it was ‘“‘an
unprecedented government bailout
that will almost certainly pave the
way for even more, maybe sooner rath-
er than later.”

Even as I spoke then on September
29, quite frankly I never would have
guessed that we would be at that point
now, so soon, a few weeks later. But we
are. Again, what started as an idea
about the banking industry—don’t let
it fail; only about financial services in-
dustries—is now ever widening.

First of all, it has been widened with-
in the TARP program itself, because
while Treasury Secretary Paulson
came to Congress, came to Capitol Hill
with a very clear message of what that
program was about—buying bad assets,
taking them off the books of financial
companies—even within that program
we have already moved on to plan B,
which is infusing money directly into
banks. And now we are moving on to
plan C, infusing money into other sec-
tors such as consumer credit cards,
student loans, and other ventures. So
even within that TARP bailout struc-
ture we have expanded the bailouts and
moved on from plan A, which was the
entire premise on which Congress
passed the legislation, to plan B and to
plan C.

Now we are about to cross a much
brighter line and we are potentially ex-
panding this bailout fever much more
by going well beyond the financial in-
dustry, by going well beyond the bank-
ing system, well beyond the promise we
simply need to stabilize the banking
system, to now saving companies be-
cause they are big, because they are, in
a word, too big to allow to fail.

I think that is a fundamental mis-
take. But as I said, the other reason I
think it is a fundamental mistake has
to do with the companies’ futures and
the workers’ futures themselves. I
think this auto industry bailout pro-
posal is a fundamental mistake be-
cause I believe it will not only not save
those companies, but I believe it will
absolutely doom them to eventual fail-
ure—yes, a few months later rather
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than now, but will absolutely doom
them to eventual failure.

Why do I say that? For a simple rea-
son; because these proposals are not
coupled in any way with the funda-
mental restructuring that the Amer-
ican auto companies need to become
competitive and to survive.

A few weeks ago when we talked
about the financial crisis, we were fo-
cused on just that, a financial crisis
within the banking industry, within fi-
nancial institutions. That was about
credit freezing up and impacting the
economy in an overall way. But of
course auto companies’ problems and
challenges predate that by years and
years. Certainly the financial -crisis
made their immediate situation worse,
made their immediate straits more
challenging, but their ultimate chal-
lenge and their ultimate troubles have
nothing to do with this immediate fi-
nancial crisis. They have to do with
the legacy costs and very high labor
and other costs that those companies
are burdened by, which makes them
fundamentally uncompetitive with
their worldwide competitors today.

What am I talking about? That extra
burden brought on by legacy costs and
union obligations is estimated to be
about $2,000 per car for the big three
auto manufacturers—$2,000 per car.
What does that mean? What it means is
Ford, for example, needs to cut $2,000
worth of features out of its Taurus to
compete with, say, Toyota’s Avalon. It
is no surprise that the Avalon feels like
a better product. It is a better product.
It has $2,000 more features, in terms of
comparable sales prices, when it goes
to the lot. Of course it is going to be a
better product.

Another example is the U.S. auto
companies and their unions admit that
union demands have driven up labor
costs at the big three U.S. auto manu-
facturers to $30 per hour more than
their foreign-owned competitors, in-
cluding competitors such as Toyota
that employ Americans and produce
cars in America right here and now.

How can the big three possibly re-
main competitive in a worldwide econ-
omy with that sort of disadvantage?
And throw on top of that the fact that
the CEO of GM managed to get a 64-
percent pay raise recently despite his
company’s shares dropping more than
90 percent over the past 52 weeks. That
is not a recipe to stay or become com-
petitive, that is a recipe for failure.

The reason the auto companies will
be doomed to that failure if we pass
this bailout is because we are giving
them plenty of taxpayer dollars with-
out demanding the fundamental re-
structuring, the fundamental revisiting
of those additional costs, these ex-
traordinary labor costs, those burden-
some legacy costs that it will take to
make them competitive on a worldwide
stage.

My argument is very simple: Let’s
not cross that bright line. Let’s not ex-
pand in a fundamental way bailout
fever for the good of our free market
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system. But also, for the good of the
auto industry in the United States, for
the good of those workers, let’s not
doom them to failure. Let’s demand,
whatever we do, that they go into a pe-
riod of fundamental restructuring—the
type of fundamental restructuring that
is necessary, for instance, in a bank-
ruptcy. It does not have to be done in
the context of an actual bankruptcy.
Many people say that would kill auto
sales; that it is not practical, they can-
not survive that.

I do not particularly agree with that
argument, but that same fundamental
restructuring can be done in other
ways without that bankruptcy title
looming over the companies’ heads.
That is what they need to survive.
That is what those workers need to
keep their jobs. Let’s not pass this
auto industry bailout and deny them
the possibility of a survivable and
brighter future.

These remarks apply equally to not
only the Democratic leader’s proposal,
under which the $25 billion would come
directly out of the TARP program, but
my remarks and my concerns are fun-
damental. They apply equally to Presi-
dent Bush’s proposal, which is essen-
tially the same, simply taking the
money out of a different pot, simply
using the $25 billion of low-interest
loans we have already authorized,
against my objections, to do the same
thing.

Again, my concerns are not super-
ficial—use this pot of money and not
that pot—my concerns are much more
fundamental. They go to the center of
the future of our economy. But they
also go to the core of what is needed
for the U.S. auto industry to remain
competitive, to become more competi-
tive, and to save those American jobs.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Ms. MIKULSKI. I ask unanimous
consent that the order for the quorum
call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
HONORABLE BARACK OBAMA

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Chair lays a communication
before the Senate.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, November 18, 2008.

Hon. RICHARD CHENEY,

Vice President of the United States of America,
President of the U.S. Senate, U.S. Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY, PRESIDENT
OF THE U.S. SENATE: This letter is to inform
you that I resigned from the United States
Senate, effective November 16, 2008, in order
to prepare for my duties as President of the
United States.

Sincerely,
BARACK OBAMA,
U.S. Senator.
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ORDER FOR RECESS

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess today from 2:30 until 4 to allow
Senators to attend today’s briefing
with Secretary Gates, Secretary Rice,
and the Vice Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

WORKING TOGETHER

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, that
was quite a letter. I must say, to be
here for this historic moment, my
heart is racing. We heard the letter
from the President-elect resigning
from the Senate. This is, indeed, a mo-
ment of passage in the Senate and for
the country. By Senator Obama’s res-
ignation from the duty and responsi-
bility the people of Illinois gave him, it
is one more step for him to pick up the
responsibilities of the Presidency of
the United States. I will cherish this
moment because it will be a historic
moment, from ‘“We need change’ and
“Yes, we can’” on the long campaign
trail to election night, to a charismatic
speech calling us to act like an Amer-
ican community, not only a country of
which we are proud, a nation we hold
dear, but an American community.
That is the Obama message which I
hope will be the Obama effect. As our
President-elect lays down these duties
and takes up others, we need to realize
and respond to his call and a new
American mandate. Because on Novem-
ber 4, we who hold Federal office re-
ceived a new American mandate to
change the tone, to change the direc-
tion, to change the priorities, and to be
able to move on and get our economy
rolling and bring our troops back home
and restore our national honor in the
world.

Sign me up. Sign me up as an enthu-
siastic member of this effort. I accept
that mandate. I accept it. I call upon
all my colleagues to do the same, to
embrace the message Senator Obama
has set, not only in terms of a dy-
namic, robust agenda but how we will
work with each other. I thought it was
grand that he sat down with our col-
league from Arizona, Senator MCCAIN,
to talk about how they could work to-
gether, how they could find that com-
mon ground, how we could find that
sensible center between what we want
to do and what we can afford to do.
That is the tone Obama set with
MCcCAIN. Let’s set it now with REID and
MCCONNELL. Let’s try to find common
ground, that sensible center, prag-
matic, affordable solutions we can do
now. We have a window. We have a
time. As President-elect Obama said:
This is our time. Our time doesn’t
begin January 20. Our time doesn’t
begin January 6. This is our time now
to lay the groundwork for the transi-
tion of power, to work together. I ask
us now, as we look at the stimulus
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package, as we look at solutions for
our manufacturing area, how to extend
the safety net for those people who are
already hurting: Let’s do that.

Right now, once again, back to busi-
ness as usual, entangled in a par-
liamentary quagmire, digging in our
heels, based on rigid ideology. That is
not what the people said on November
4. They said they wanted change, and
they want it now. Let it begin with us,
civilized debate, the clash of ideas to
find that sensible center. By the way,
that phrase is not mine. That phrase is
Colin Powell’s, a great American.

There it is, right there is the center.
I am ready to walk over to it. Come on
over, I say to the other side.

————
STIMULUS PACKAGE

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, today
I am standing here asking for help on
the stimulus package. I know that part
of the stimulus package is to extend
unemployment insurance. I absolutely
support that. But what I also wish to
do is not only extend unemployment
insurance for those who are hurting, I
am with the parts of the stimulus
package that will extend employment,
where we will do what we need to do to
create the safety net, but we need to
have a launching pad to keep jobs in
this country. I wish to vote to extend
unemployment help, but I wish to also
vote to extend employment help. Hello.
Let’s find that sensible center.

I am for saving and creating jobs, and
I am also saying: Congress must act
now. In the next 48 to 72 hours, we have
our own rendezvous. If we do not act,
we will create an economic framework
that means the recession will be longer
and deeper. The cost of doing nothing
is more than we can afford to pay.

I support the safety net in the eco-
nomic recovery package—help with un-
employment, energy assistance, help
on Medicaid for the children and the el-
derly. Medicaid is a children’s and el-
derly program, for children who need
health care and elderly who need to be
in nursing homes.

I also support the part of the stim-
ulus that creates jobs. I salute our
leadership team for coming up with the
framework to create jobs by making
important investments in physical in-
frastructure—desperately needed. We
need to make public investments that
generate private sector jobs. Note what
Senator Barb is saying: I am not for
make work. I am not for a WPA. I am
for public investments that create pri-
vate sector jobs. By doing it in building
and rebuilding America’s infrastruc-
ture, we will be safer, and we will have
a stronger economy—repairing bridges,
building highways, mass transit that
we need to move people and improve
the environment, also to build water
and sewer treatment plants to fix aging
sewer systems. In my hometown of Bal-
timore, our mayor is under an EPA
court order to rebuild the Baltimore
sewer system. I am for that. My great-
grandfather, who came to this country
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searching for the American dream, be-
lieving what Lady Liberty said when
she said: Give me your tired, your poor,
yearning to be free, another member of
my family said: Sign me up. And he
was a ditch digger on the Baltimore
sewer system. My great-grandmother
married him because he was a man of
prospects. We rebuilt Baltimore then. I
wish to rebuild Baltimore today and
put people to work, from designing and
engineering, moving heavy lifting
equipment.

The Chesapeake Bay is polluted be-
cause we don’t have enough water in
sewer treatment plants. That is one of
the reasons. So we can build that by
making public investments in physical
infrastructure. By sending a dollar of
taxpayer money today, we will have
jobs today and economic recovery on
the way.

Also, I wished to talk about helping
the automobile industry. My other col-
leagues will speak on the floor about
the need for the $25 billion plan. My
colleagues will also speak about other
things to help Detroit for which I am
supportive. But I also have another
idea. See, the way I think, I am old-
fashioned. My dad ran a grocery store.
While others talk about the big macro
picture, I learned economics at the
macaroni-and-cheese level in my dad’s
grocery store. It was about supply and
demand. I am saying if we stimulate
demand, which actually gets people to
buy cars, people will have to make
them. They will have to sell them.
They will have to service them. They
will have to provide the insurance and
other services to do it.

Let me tell you how I wish to save
jobs in the automobile industry and at
the same time help our consumers and
get our economy back on track. It is
simple. It is straightforward. It is bi-
partisan. I am joined in my framework,
which I introduced as a freestanding
bill, by Senator KIT BOND of Missouri.
More cosponsors are pouring in. My
provision simply says this: If you buy a
new passenger car or light truck be-
tween November 12 of this year and De-
cember 31 of next year, you will get a
tax deduction on your sales tax and on
the interest of your loan. Let me re-
peat that. It is a tax deduction for the
sales tax on buying that car or light
truck. You will also be able to deduct
the interest on your loan. For many
people, depending on the size of the ve-
hicle, it can go anywhere from $2,000 to
$5,000. It saves jobs. Remember where 1
started. Not only extend unemploy-
ment benefits to those who have lost
their jobs but extend employment so
people don’t lose their jobs.

One out of every ten jobs in America
depends on the automobile industry.

What is it I mean? First of all, in
manufacturing—and we know what it
feels like in Maryland. See this chart.
On Broening Highway we made
minivans for years. Now it is being
cleared for who knows what. We know
it has new uses but not like this. There
were 1,000 jobs that paid good wages
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and good salaries. I do not want
“‘closed” signs up all over America. So
it is jobs in manufacturing.

Then there are jobs in car dealer-
ships. Did you know there are 30,000 car
dealerships in America, and each one
employs about 50 or 60 people—from
the people who sell the cars, service
the cars, supply the parts, and the back
office workers handling the book-
keeping and the accounting.

In my own home State there are 300
dealers. If you look at the dealers na-
tionwide, we are talking about 150,000
people. In my own State, it is over
25,000 people. In many of my rural com-
munities, outside the hospital and
local government, they are the major
employer. Dealers are at risk. The peo-
ple who work at the dealerships are at
risk. We can change that.

Now, let me go to the rationale. Why
now? Why the urgency? Well, first of
all, car purchases, whether you are
talking about a Toyota or a Taurus,
whether you are talking about cars
made in Detroit or made in Kentucky,
Alabama or Tennessee or Texas, buying
cars, with people going into the show-
rooms, is down by 25 percent.

But what we also know from the auto
research is that people buy more cars
during the period of Thanksgiving to
New Year’s Eve than any other 6-week
period. If you pass the Mikulski-Bond
amendment, and it is signed into law,
and people come into the showroom,
that is the time they want to buy cars,
and this is the time we could give them
the Federal incentive, along with the
dealer and manufacturing incentives.
It could mean tremendous help.

Now, there are those who will say:
Gee, how much does this cost, Senator
MIKULSKI? It does cost $8 billion. How-
ever, the cost of doing nothing is phe-
nomenal. The cost to the Government
is about $50 billion a year if we do
nothing, if our automobile system goes
down. If we face the ‘“‘Armageddon’ of
one of them going bankrupt, our pen-
sion guaranty system would be in great
difficulty. We would lose taxes in un-
employment benefits. In other words,
there is a cost to doing nothing that is
10 to 20 times greater than what we are
talking about here.

I know my time is about up.

I say: Pass this stimulus package.
Thanks to the leader, my auto provi-
sion is part of it. We need to talk about
saving 3 million jobs in the automobile
industry. We need to talk about how to
help the American people.

I conclude by saying, during the
break I went around and talked to my
constituents. First of all, they are mad
as the dickens over the way this bail-
out package has been handled. They
feel we gave it to the sharks and the
whales on Wall Street, and the little
guys—the minnows—got no help. What
they are worried about is the losing of
their jobs. In many instances, they
have already lost their life savings,
they have lost their homes or they are
already in jeopardy.

Let’s talk about a car dealer. I
walked in to talk to a dealer in Mont-
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gomery County. The first thing was I
noticed two things: an empty show-
room and on his lapel he had a Rotary
pin. This is a man for which that busi-
ness, in Montgomery County, was
started in 1939, during the Depression,
because they believed in Roosevelt and
they believed in the American econ-
omy. Can they believe in us?

That man, with his Rotary pin and
family, has provided jobs. They fix
cars. They have sold cars and so on.
They kept it going and at the same
time contributed to the charities in
their community, being a good cor-
porate citizen.

You talk to the people who work
there. Let’s talk to the guy I talked to
who has worked there for 23 years. He
said: Senator Barb, all I have ever
wanted to do is fix cars. I love fixing
cars, and I have fixed Chevys and now
Accords and Acuras, and I have done a
great job. I have been happy, and I
have made a lot of people happy. But I
have two Kkids in college. I was told
that for the kind of job I have, there is
a workforce shortage. But now there is
more of a shortage of work than a
shortage of workers.

This is whom we are fighting for. We
are fighting for our friends. We are
fighting for our neighbors. We are
fighting for the people who have kept
our communities going. So we come
back to wonder: How are we going to
spend money? We have already spent
$350 billion that went to banks that do
not care. They have no remorse. They
have no sense of gratitude, and they
did not regard us as an investor. Mr.
President, $350 billion to banks and
Paulson is walking around like a pas-
sive investor. But here, if we make this
investment to enable the consumer to
be in a new car, which will get more
fuel efficiency, lower carbon emissions,
and pick up our economy, I think we
are doing something.

I hope today we get a chance to vote
on the economic recovery bill. It has
major components in it, and one of the
major component is it extends employ-
ment, which is what Americans want.

On the day Barack Obama resigned
from the Senate, let us now resign our-
selves to follow what the mandate was
on November 4. They not only gave
President-elect Obama a mandate; they
gave us a mandate: Get America roll-
ing again. The Mikulski legislation
puts our economy back on wheels.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Alabama.

————
WASTEFUL SPENDING

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I
thank the Chair for the opportunity to
speak. 1 appreciate the eloquent re-
marks of my colleague, Senator MIKUL-
SKI. She is a passionate advocate for
Middle America, and it is a pleasure to
serve with her in the Senate.

I have to say, it is a historic day that
Senator Obama has resigned and will
be on the road now to inauguration as
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the President of the United States.
People are happy about it. For so many
people, you can feel their excitement
about the possibilities. The country
wanted change, and we have some
change out there. I think we need to
ask ourselves pretty clearly what kind
of change it is they were demanding of
Congress. We may well have some dis-
agreements about that.

The day after the election, I was
doing a little exercise at the park back
home in Alabama, and I met an Afri-
can-American with an Army hat on. He
and his friends were talking happily,
and there was an excitement about this
election. He said: You know, this is the
first time I know my sacrifice in Viet-
nam meant something. He was sincere
about that. There is a good feeling out
there.

I would say that one of the things the
American people did not vote for, how-
ever, was wasteful Washington spend-
ing. It is just not so. One of the things
they rejected in the Bush administra-
tion was reckless spending, unprinci-
pled spending. That is something that
has worried them. So in interpreting
the results of the election, I think we
need to take care.

I noticed a recent Rasmussen Poll
showed that 80 percent of Americans
think the Government is too involved
in the economy, that the Government
is getting its nose too much in this and
taking their money they sent here and
spending it on somebody the Govern-
ment wants to favor with Federal lar-
gess. I do not think that is what the
election meant: that we ought to spend
more.

Also, on the question of the bailout,
less than one-third of the American
people in the Rasmussen Poll said they
favored an automobile company bail-
out. This is contrary to our funda-
mental principles. We may have to, at
certain times, do things that are a vio-
lation of principle. We ought to be very
cautious about doing so. These are
things that have served this country
well for over 200 years. We need to be
careful about it.

So I do not think the change people
voted for was to authorize Congress to
go on a wild spending spree, throwing
money at every problem. We have al-
ready had, this year, a $150 billion
stimulus that was supposed to ward off
the recession—sending out checks to
everybody, and this was going to fix it.

I hated to vote against that, but I
could not vote for that $150 billion,
every penny of which went to the debt.
We were already in deficit, so we added
another $150 billion to the deficit in
one fell swoop. What did we tell people
to do? We told them to go out and
spend. I know the Acting President pro
tempore is from Nebraska. I know he
was raised right. We have had a talk
about families and how families work.
When you have a financial problem,
you do not tell your children to go out
and see how much they can spend. You
ask them to get smart about what they
have been doing.
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When the economy goes into a reces-
sionary period, people start watching
their spending. They decide they do not
eat out as much. They decide they can-
not buy as fancy clothes. They decide
they cannot afford a big, expensive
house that has also been going up in
price, and maybe it is not going up
now, so they wisely decide to stay rent-
ing or stay in the house they have,
which depresses the price of housing.
This is the business cycle, I will just
say.

I feel like we work our way through
that. As people get their debt paid
down, they start buying more. In the
meantime, certain companies get hurt.
Companies that are selling big gas-guz-
zling vehicles and are committed to
that product are going to be one of the
groups that gets hit the hardest. I wish
it were not so. I know this is not a
matter of insignificance that domestic
automobile companies are in financial
trouble. But they have been promoting
a product the American people do not
want right now and they are com-
mitted to that product and it is trou-
bling as to how we work our way out of
it. But I think rewarding misbehavior
is not the way to do it.

So it is pretty clear now that we are
in a recession and that credit had been
too cheap in the years leading up to
this. We had a bubble in housing. Peo-
ple thought prices would never go
down, and they bought houses larger
than they could afford, made payments
that stressed them to the very limit to
afford those big houses, pretty much on
the theory that the housing prices were
going to continue to go up and would
never go down. Those of us who have
been around a while should have known
that is not a good way to go. We have
known, and we have seen it in our very
neighborhoods, the young couple buy-
ing huge automobiles, borrowing
money to do s0—$40,000, $50,000,
$60,000—that they could not afford. It
also guzzled fuel, cost them more at
the pump, and each month they ran up
debts on their credit card, including
gasoline. When you get to the max-
imum limit, you have to cut back.

So what do you do? You do not buy
as many of these things, you do not add
as much, you do not buy the big cars,
some people cannot afford to hold on to
their big houses, and you go through a
recessionary period. It is not a matter
we ought to treat lightly. I certainly
recognize that.

But as USA Today said a month or so
ago, an economy founded on excessive
personal debt, excessive Government
debt, and huge trade deficits, is not
sound. That is just it. We have to
change our ways. We cannot buy our
way out of this situation. There is no
free lunch. For anything that some-
body puts in front of you to eat, some-
body has had to pay for it to get it
there. Debts have to be repaid. We have
to be honest about it. We cannot con-
tinue to throw money at this problem.
We are going to have to take our lumps
now and come out of it stronger rather
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than trying to postpone the problem,
kicking the can down the road in some
desperate attempt at stimulus to avoid
any pain in a normal recessionary
cycle.

So I worry about it. Let me tell my
colleagues about the deficit. The def-
icit surged after 9/11. We had increased
spending at airports and we did all
kinds of things and the deficit went up
to almost $420 billion—one of the big-
gest deficits in dollar terms we have
ever had, not as a percentage of GDP,
but a huge deficit and a reversal of the
situation prior to that. That deficit has
gone down. A year ago September 30,
our deficit for the year was $161 billion;
still large, too large, but going in the
right direction. As of September 30 of
this year, after we popped $150 billion
earlier this year directly into the def-
icit to fund the stimulus that was sup-
posed to avoid a recession, now the def-
icit this year was $455 billion. And the
one we are in today, I saw an article re-
cently that said the deficit will clearly
be in excess of $750 billion, the largest
deficit in the history of our country
and, probably, as a percentage of GDP,
one of the largest we have ever had.
Now we are talking about more spend-
ing, more spending, more, more, more;
we have to bail out this industry, that
industry, the other industry.

Alabama was heavily reliant on tex-
tiles. Now, seventy percent of our tex-
tile industry is gone. You can go to
town after town where sewing plants
existed—no longer there. Should the
Federal Government have stopped
that? The little community in which I
grew up, the original community was
on the river where steamboats plied
the river. After railroads came, the
community sort of moved a few miles
over to the railroad. That is where I
grew up, in a little railroad commu-
nity. Then the passenger trains
stopped, and the freight trains stopped
and people had interstates and other
ways to communicate and travel and
airplanes came along. Should we have
passed—we had a railroad depot there,
and my friend’s dad ran it. Well, it is
closed. Should we have passed a law to
keep the railroads just as they always
were and all the depots out there?
Years ago you remember the debate
over whether the union should require
a fireman, who used to shovel coal into
the steam engines, to sit on a diesel
train. That was part of the union con-
tract. For decades after we ended
steam engines, the union contracts re-
quired a person named a fireman to sit
on a diesel train with the engineer.
This is not sound.

Change is inevitable. We have to ad-
just to it. That is what we need to do.
Maybe there are ways we can help the
automobile industry—I assume there
are, and I would be prepared to discuss
that—but we have to be realistic and
honest. When we start throwing money
at private corporations to save them
from the forces that are at work in our
economy, we are taking on a big chal-
lenge.
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This is a metaphor I have in my
mind. Do my colleagues remember the
story of the folks who flew airplanes
over the hurricanes and threw out dry
ice and they believed if they could just
throw out enough dry ice, they could
stop the hurricane? Well, we can’t
throw money into this financial hurri-
cane and stop it either. We have to
hunker down and do what we have al-
ways done to work through difficult fi-
nancial circumstances. We can be so-
phisticated and come up with some
good ideas that can help—and I am cer-
tainly for that—but I would tell my
colleagues as a matter of principle we
need to be very cautious about picking
and choosing who we are going to re-
ward with Federal taxpayer money.

In a meeting yesterday, Secretary
Paulson was quite correct. He said:
Look, any time you take Federal
money and insert it into the market-
place—and he was talking about the
automobile industry and the banking
industry at the time—you distort the
market. You help some companies and
industries and you hurt others. I would
just add, you do so with taxpayer
money, you are taking sides in the
process. That is dangerous, and we
need to be as careful about it as we
possibly can. So I would just raise
those points.

Do my colleagues know our savings
rate in America fell below zero at the
height of this boom, at the height of
this housing bubble, this automobile
bubble? Gasoline prices were through
the roof, commodity prices through the
roof, farm prices surging, gold and
other metals going up at incredible
rates. They are all falling now, but dur-
ing that time we didn’t have any sav-
ings. Our savings rates fell below zero.
Now that we are going into a reces-
sionary period—and we are in a reces-
sion—people are saving. The savings
rate I saw recently was about 3 per-
cent. So people are not consuming as
much. Is that all bad?

When people don’t consume as much
and don’t travel as much, the hotels
are not as full, the restaurants are not
as full, the automobile companies can’t
sell as many automobiles, and they are
going through tough times. But when
you have an excessive boom, this is the
kind of thing that is bound to happen.

One observer of the scene made this
comment in 2006 about the housing
market. He said:

Housing prices cannot continue to increase
at twice the rate of the growth of GDP, and
they cannot continue to increase at this rate
when wages are basically flat.

Now, doesn’t that make sense? Didn’t
we know people who couldn’t afford a
house because the prices were out-
rageous? There are some benefits from
the collapse and the boom on housing
prices. An average person now may be
able to buy a house at a more reason-
able price than they were before. So
these are the cycles we go through.

The timber industry in my State de-
pends on home building. When con-
struction is down, our saw mills are

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

shutting down in small towns, and that
is the only business they have. Are we
going to bail out the saw mills today?
Is anybody proposing that? Then, the
people who work in the woods to har-
vest the timber—good, honest, hard-
working Americans—if the saw mills
can’t buy the lumber—are they getting
an hourly wage? Are they being laid
off? Yes, they are, as part of this tough
cycle that we are going through.

I wish to ask this fundamental ques-
tion: Who is going to bail out the
American Government? Who is going
to bail out the American taxpayers for
the expenditures that we are increas-
ing? I ask this: Isn’t it true there are
three basic ways to deal with money
we are borrowing today, perhaps $1
trillion this fiscal year? When I say
$750 billion to $1 trillion, I am not
counting the $700 billion bailout. That
has not been scored yet. I am talking
about other spending, including some
of these bailout proposals.

So there are three ways we could do
it. We could cut spending. Our Demo-
cratic colleagues were pretty hard on
Republicans for, they said, spending
too much, and they were right more
than I would like to admit. I would just
say this: Are we getting any better
now? The talk we are hearing today, is
it spend more, more, more, more, or is
it a discussion about a contained
spending? No. What we are hearing
from the change group, I am afraid, is
spend more.

Well, that is one way to pay off your
debts. Another way would be to raise
taxes. None of us want to see taxes
raised, for heaven’s sake, especially not
in a time of economic slowdown, so
taxes is not a likely way to pay off the
debt.

What has happened throughout his-
tory? Fundamentally, the way debts
are paid off is by debasing the cur-

rency.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CARDIN). The Senator’s time has ex-
pired.
Mr. SESSIONS. Is that 10 minutes, I
believe?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I
would ask unanimous consent for 5 ad-
ditional minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Hearing no objection, the
Senator is recognized.

Mr. SESSIONS. So I am afraid of in-
flating the currency, reducing the
value of currency so that when the gov-
ernment has to pay back debts, it pays
back in dollars less valuable than the
ones it borrowed, and we basically
cheat the people who loaned money.
When that happens, they are going to
demand a higher rate of interest on the
trillions of dollars of debt we have
today.

Let me briefly share with my col-
leagues some thoughts about the bail-
out and why I cannot support the plan
that is being proposed and offered by
Senator REID, the Democratic leader. I
commend to my colleagues the article
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by Michael E. Levine entitled, ‘“Why
Bankruptcy Is The Best Option For
GM.” He is a former airline executive
and is a distinguished research scholar
and senior lecturer at NYU School of
Law. He just points out this fact—and
as a lawyer, I think he is absolutely
correct. Regarding contracts and ways
that would really reform and stream-
line and make these companies com-
petitive, he said this:

Contracts would have to be bought out.
The company would have to shed many of its
fixed obligations. Some obligations will be
impossible to cut by voluntary agreement.

Why would somebody agree to have
you not pay them what you have been
paying?

Then he said: “GM will run out of
cash and out of time.”” That is even if
we give them $25 billion. They cannot
fix themselves until they confront
their costs that are pulling them down.

Mitt Romney, whose father was a
CEO at American Motors, in his recent
op-ed estimates that the average Amer-
ican automobile is carrying a $2,000-
per-car excess cost. If you wonder why
foreign automobiles are better, it is be-
cause they can put 2,000 more dollars in
it. So how do you get out of that? You
have to get out of these contracts.

Mr. Levine fundamentally points out that
through the process of reorganization—mnot
chapter VII liquidation but the process that
Delta Airlines used to reorganize itself—is
the one way you can get out of these con-
tracts and restructure the company, reduce
some of its burdens, and come back again as
a fighting, competitive company, producing
automobiles that people will buy in large
numbers. I think that is very possible.

So in bankruptcy, those kinds of
things can occur that can occur out-
side. Mitt Romney, in his editorial,
said:

A managed bankruptcy may be the only
path to the fundamental restructuring the
industry needs. It would permit the company
to shed excess labor, pension, and real estate
costs. The Federal Government should pro-
vide guarantees for post-bankruptcy financ-
ing and assure car buyers that their warran-
ties are not at risk.

Now, those are the kinds of sugges-
tions that come close to making sense
to me.

He talked about his father, George
Romney, the Governor of Michigan,
who also ran for President at one
point. This is what he said his father
did when he saved American Motors at
the time:

My dad cut his pay and that of his execu-
tive team, he bought stock at his company—

To show faith in it—
and he went out to the factories to talk to
workers directly. Get rid of the planes, the
executive dining rooms—all the symbols that
breed resentment among the hundreds of
thousands who will also be sacrificing to
keep the companies afloat.

I think that is the right way to do it.
I think we can do that. I really would
urge my colleagues to look for ways for
this to happen.

Now, you cannot trust the auto-
mobile dealers when they come forward
and say: Well, we are doing all of these
things.
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They don’t have the power to do
these things. I know they don’t want to
g0 into reorganization and bankruptcy
as Delta Airlines did. But it is not
going to be a horrible thing. Delta
went in and emerged about a year and
a half later. They reorganized, reduced
expenses, altered and amended con-
tracts and obligations, and they re-
cently bought Northwest. They went
bankrupt in 2005, and they came out
leaner and more competitive and are
now a viable company. But these
CEOs—if you give them money, they
are going to have less leverage with the
unions, less leverage with their 7,000
automobile dealers, when Toyota has
1,600 automobile dealers. They are
going to have less leverage with the
lease agreements and health care
agreements they entered into years
ago, in a different situation, to deal
with people’s health care requests and
demands at that time. They are stuck
with that until they can break loose
from it.

A bankruptcy judge whose motive
would be to help them become leaner
and more effective and sends them out
as a viable entity so that jobs are saved
and debts are fundamentally repaid—
that would be the goal of reorganiza-
tion and bankruptcy. I don’t think we
ought to be putting a lot of money into
this company until we see it in a posi-
tion that would actually break the
chains of $2,000 per car that is slowing
them down, actually pulling them
down hopelessly.

I thank the Chair for the opportunity
to share some of my thoughts. I believe
when we violate the principles of inter-
vening in the free market and picking
winners and losers, we are taking a
great risk. If we do so, it ought to be
done with the greatest of care, the
least exposure to the taxpayer, and
with the greatest potential for creating
a successful company in the end.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania is recognized.

—————
THE LIFE OF DR. RANDY PAUSCH

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the life of Dr. Randy
Pausch, who died this past July 25 from
pancreatic cancer. Dr. Pausch was a
rare hero who rose above his illness
and fought to the end for increased
public awareness of this devastating
illness. In doing so, Dr. Pausch cap-
tured the attention of the country, in-
spiring people with his extraordinary
grace, courage, and love of life.

Dr. Pausch was a professor at Car-
negie Mellon University in Pittsburgh,
in my home State of Pennsylvania. He
was an accomplished researcher and
dedicated teacher.

Many people know what Randy did
because of his famous ‘‘Last Lecture,”
which he delivered at Carnegie Mellon
in September of last year. The video of
the lecture became an inspirational
phenomenon on the Internet. Literally
millions of Americans wrote and
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blogged about the transformational im-
pact Dr. Pausch’s lecture had upon
them and their lives. Recently, ‘‘The
Last Lecture” was turned into a best-
selling book.

The lessons from Dr. Pausch that
have inspired so many people are sim-
ple, but ones we all too easily can for-
get. He reminds us about achieving
childhood dreams and maintaining a
sense of childhood wonder. He also en-
courages his listeners to work hard,
tell the truth, be earnest, help others,
apologize for mistakes, listen to ad-
vice, and never, ever give up. He helps
us remember how important it is to
simply enjoy life and that each day is
a gift.

As his disease progressed, Dr. Pausch
was also an impassioned advocate for
pancreatic cancer research. He testi-
fied before the House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education, say-
ing:

We don’t have advocates for this disease
because they don’t live long enough. We
don’t have a Michael J. Fox because people
die too fast. Pancreatic cancer is absolutely
ruthless. Part of my job is to put a face on
the disease.

So said Dr. Pausch so poignantly
about this disease, because indeed pan-
creatic cancer is ruthless. It is the
fourth leading cause of cancer death in
the United States of America. Seventy-
five percent of pancreatic cancer pa-
tients die within 1 year of diagnosis.
The 5-year survival rate is barely 5 per-
cent. The survival rate for pancreatic
cancer today is the same as it was 30
years ago.

Randy was only 45 when he died of
pancreatic cancer on July 25 of this
year. He left behind his wife Jai and
their three children, Dylan, Logan, and
Chloe.

Dr. Randy Pausch lived life to the
fullest in every sense of that word, in
every sense of that phrase. He was a
loving husband and father, a dedicated
educator, and an impassioned advocate.
While his life was cut short by pan-
creatic cancer, his legacy for living is
one we should all cherish. I ask my
Senate colleagues to join me in com-
memorating the life of Dr. Pausch with
the resolution that I and others have
introduced. This resolution calls upon
communities across this country to
recognize November as National Pan-
creatic Cancer Awareness Month, and
urges greater public awareness and re-
sources for prevention, early detection,
and treatment of this disease.

Let us, with this resolution, recog-
nize the extraordinary gift that Dr.
Pausch’s life was to humanity and
strive to make progress with this dead-
ly, ruthless disease.

I commend Senator CLINTON for her
leadership on this issue and for intro-
ducing this resolution. I am joined as a
cosponsor by my colleague from Penn-
sylvania, Senator SPECTER. For their
help, we are greatly appreciative.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine is recognized.
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TRIBUTE TO RETIRING SENATORS

PETE DOMENICI

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, as the
110th Congress draws to a close, I rise
to say thanks and farewell to one of
our hardest working and most dedi-
cated Members, Senator PETE DOMENICI
of New Mexico.

PETE DOMENICI's story is truly the
American dream come to life. The son
of immigrants, PETE worked in the
family grocery business, earned a col-
lege degree, taught school, obtained a
law degree, and served in local govern-
ment before his election to the Senate.

I cannot overlook one vitally impor-
tant part of his biography, and that is
his stint as a pitcher for a farm team of
the old Brooklyn Dodgers. Who knows
how much different history would be if
his fast ball had had a little more
“‘pop”’ to it?

For 36 years, however, baseball’s loss
has been the Senate’s gain. The char-
acter developed by athletic competi-
tion—determination, hard work, a
sense of fair play—is fully evident in
PETE’s six terms in office.

When the people of New Mexico chose
PETE DOMENICI to be the longest serv-
ing Senator in their State’s history,
they chose wisely. His tireless work on
a wide range of issues has helped to en-
sure a better future for all Americans,
rural or urban, large State or small. He
is a respected leader on some of the
most important challenges of our time,
such as strengthening energy security,
curbing nuclear proliferation, and pro-
moting sound Federal budget policy.

PETE’s understanding of the budget
process is matched only by his appre-
ciation of the critical role fiscal re-
sponsibility plays. His service on the
Budget Committee established his uni-
versal reputation as one of the Senate’s
hardest working, most intelligent, and
best-informed Members. His focus on
results rather than the limelight led
one colleague to describe him as hav-
ing ‘“‘a terminal case of responsibility.”

Senator DOMENICI is also a true
champion for biomedical research, and
especially for Americans suffering from
mental illness. He has worked unceas-
ingly over the years to increase the un-
derstanding and to eliminate the stig-
ma associated with mental illness. He
has led the effort in the Senate—first
in partnership with Senator Paul
Wellstone, and later with our colleague
Senator TED KENNEDY, to pass legisla-
tion that requires insurers to cover
mental illness in the same way they
cover physical illnesses.

Thankfully, those efforts have finally
borne fruit with the inclusion of his
legislation in the economic stimulus
bill, the stabilization bill passed in the
Senate. It is a victory not just for Sen-
ator DOMENICI’S longstanding efforts
but also for the estimated 50 million
Americans who suffer from some kind
of mental illness. It is a testament to
his dedication and his compassion.

Senator DOMENICI’s tenure has been
marked by vision, common sense, and a
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commitment to results. When he be-
came chairman of the Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee in 2003, Sen-
ator DOMENICI set to work to craft the
first major comprehensive energy bill
in more than a decade. Many thought
it would be impossible to put together
the bipartisan support to pass the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005, but Senator
DOMENICI did it. That landmark law
laid the foundation for American en-
ergy independence, the responsible use
of existing resources, and the develop-
ment of new technology. We can build
on that foundation by following the
model he set of informed debate and
thoughtful consensus.

While most of his many accomplish-
ments have national significance, there
is one that may not be well known out-
side of his home State. More than a
decade ago, PETE DOMENICI introduced
a program that has helped the school-
children of New Mexico learn trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility,
fairness, caring, and citizenship. This
program is called ‘‘Character Counts.”
It fully epitomizes what PETE DOMENICI
is all about. It fully describes his leg-
acy because, with PETE DOMENICI, char-
acter has always counted.

Senator DOMENICI leaves this Cham-
ber with an overflowing and bipartisan
store of good will and gratitude. We are
all losing an outstanding colleague. On
a personal note, I am also losing an
outstanding Washington DC neighbor,
since PETE and his wonderful wife,
Nancy, live right down the street from
me. I am pleased to be among the many
Senators offering thanks for his years
of service and best wishes to him and
to Nancy.

GORDON SMITH

Mr. President, for nearly 70 years,
the film “Mr. Smith Goes to Wash-
ington’ has inspired Americans and
people around the world with its uplift-
ing story of how one man of conviction
and character can make a difference.
Today, I am honored to offer a few
words to the Mr. SMITH of our time:
Senator GORDON SMITH of Oregon.

Senator SMITH came to Washington
to make a difference—and he has. He
and I were sworn into the United
States Senate on the same day, Janu-
ary 7, 1997. Although his State and
mine are a continent apart, we quickly
found that we had a lot in common.

It has been a joy to work with GOR-
DON SMITH on sO0 many important
issues. Of course, where I come from,
the name ‘‘Senator Smith’’ conjures up
not just the beloved movie but also a
towering, real-life figure, and my inspi-
ration in public service. Although Mar-
garet Chase Smith of Maine and GOR-
DON SMITH are separated by time, they
are united in a spirit of independence
and integrity. Both served with strong
convictions but with respect for the
principles of others. Both spoke up
when they saw wrongdoing. Both had
extraordinary courage that allowed
them to speak out when they thought
their own party was in error. Both saw
the aisle not as a barrier to progress

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

but as a bridge to reaching consensus
on behalf of the American people.

This focus on moving forward is espe-
cially apparent in GORDON SMITH’s ef-
fective work on issues of great impor-
tance in Maine, in Oregon, and every-
where in between—health care, tax re-
lief, small business, equal rights, and
foreign policy. These challenges are
ones that require careful consensus-
building, a responsible approach that
has defined GORDON SMITH’S service
here.

GORDON SMITH is simply a wonderful
person and an extraordinary leader. We
all remember the terrible tragedy he
suffered with the loss of his son during
his service here, a terrible tragedy that
gave him and his family such sorrow.
But it is typical of GORDON SMITH that
out of that tragedy, he chose to do
something to help prevent other fami-
lies from enduring the tragedy of the
loss of a child. That is so typical of
GORDON SMITH—always thinking of
others, always trying to do what is
right, always committed to public serv-
ice.

“Smith” is one of the more common
names in the English language, but in
this Chamber the name has special
meaning, one of uncommon principles
and extraordinary accomplishments. It
reminds us of a cherished film, of the
great lady from the State of Maine,
Senator Margaret Chase Smith, and
now of Senator GORDON SMITH. I thank
him for his service and his friendship,
and I wish him all the best in the fu-
ture.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The Senator
from Maine is recognized.

ELIZABETH DOLE

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, when
she came to the Senate 6 years ago,
ELIZABETH DOLE brought with her a re-
sume that for most would describe a
full lifetime of public service and ac-
complishment. The intellect, prin-
ciples, and dedication ELIZABETH ap-
plied to her earlier endeavors have
been readily apparent in the Senate.
America has been enriched by all of
Senator ELIZABETH DOLE’s public serv-
ice.

Her record of public service is truly
inspiring. From the Office of Consumer
Affairs and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion to the Secretary of Transportation
and Labor, she has served five Presi-
dents. Her tenure in each of these posi-
tions has been marked by the dedica-
tion, effectiveness, and accomplish-
ments that we have seen firsthand in
the Senate.

Nothing more fully describes ELIZA-
BETH’s character than the fact that she
left Government service only to be-
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come the president of the American
Red Cross, joining founder Clara Bar-
ton as the only women to hold that po-
sition. In the spirit of that great orga-
nization, ELIZABETH worked as a volun-
teer her first year, accepting no salary.
Under her leadership, the American
Red Cross was a model for charitable
organizations, with 91 cents out of
every dollar contributed going directly
to help those in need.

ELIZABETH led the American Red
Cross by example. Following the gulf
war, she visited Kuwait to assess per-
sonally the services provided to our
military personnel. She traveled to
famine-stricken Somalia and Mozam-
bique and to war-ravaged Croatia. She
led a humanitarian relief operation to
Rwanda refugee camps. That same
commitment, courage, and compassion
have been the hallmarks of her work in
the Senate.

Those of us who are women also ap-
preciate the many times ELIZABETH
DOLE has blazed the path forward for
other women. We know she was one of
the very first women to attend Harvard
Law School. Think how difficult that
must have been for a woman raised in
the South. Yet she persevered and she
excelled and she broke barrier after
barrier for other women.

In her campaign for President in 2000,
ELIZABETH DOLE had a profound effect.
She attracted legions of new voters
into the political process. She encour-
aged women throughout the country
and of all political persuasions to step
forward and get involved in the cam-
paign and to run for public office them-
selves. Many of the cracks in the glass
ceiling are the work of her hands.

Here in the Senate, I have been privi-
leged to work alongside Senator DOLE
as members on the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee. She has been one of
our strongest and most eloquent voices
for the men and women in uniform, and
her commitment to them is inspiring.
Her dedication to strengthening our
national security and modernizing our
military is unsurpassed.

It is certainly no accident that she is
married to a man—former Senator Bob
Dole—who exemplifies the quiet cour-
age and devotion to duty that are the
hallmark of America’s armed services
and by which both Senator Doles are
known.

I know that all in the Senate and
throughout our Nation will agree that
just a few of the words that best de-
scribe ELIZABETH DOLE are ‘‘intel-
ligence,” ‘‘principles,” and ‘‘commit-
ment.” To those, I am proud to add the
word ‘‘friend.” I will miss serving with
ELIZABETH DOLE. I wish her all the best
in the years to come.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
CASEY). The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

(Mr.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

THE ECONOMY

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, next
week Americans across our country are
going to be celebrating Thanksgiving.
It is a time that we reflect and give
thanks for our families and friends and
all that we have. But far too many of
our families across my State and
across this country have far less than
they did just a year ago. They lost
their homes, their cars, their health
care, their 401(k)s, and their jobs. Just
this month, we learned that this coun-
try has lost a total of 1.2 million jobs
this year. Over half of that decrease
came in the last 3 months alone.

Across this country, people are hurt-
ing, and some of the hardest hit have
been our veterans from the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Thousands of our vet-
erans are still recovering from physical
or psychological injuries that make it
very hard for them to pay their bills or
to find a job, and too many find them-
selves sliding quickly into bankruptcy
or foreclosure. Yesterday, in fact, the
New York Times reported that advo-
cacy groups have seen a huge increase
in the number of veterans asking for fi-
nancial help over the last year.

Americans made it very clear on
election day that they want a new di-
rection in this country. They want ac-
tion that will help pull us out of this
economic crisis. President-elect Obama
has already announced that his first
priority will be an economic recovery
plan that invests in our country’s in-
frastructure. As chair of the Appropria-
tions Transportation and Housing Sub-
committee, I stand ready to help with
that. But, as the latest jobless reports
show, we can’t afford to wait even until
January, when we have a new Presi-
dent, to start providing the help Amer-
icans need today. That is why I have
come to the floor. We need to take ac-
tion that will create jobs, diversify and
modernize our economy, and help our
families cope with this economic down-
turn.

This week, Senator BYRD and our
majority leader, Senator REID, pro-
posed an economic stimulus bill that
would do just that. Their bill is tar-
geted at the biggest needs in our coun-
try today. It will create more than
635,000 jobs by investing in infrastruc-
ture and green energy development,
and it would help our most vulnerable
citizens put food on the table and keep
a roof over their heads.

Congress can make a real difference
for millions of families across our
country. If there was a mandate given
on November 4, it was for Government
to work for the people once again.
America’s working families want a
government that will turn our econ-
omy around and end this war, and they
want true progress on health care and
on education. That is our mandate. We
have an awful lot of work to do, and we
need a bipartisan effort to do it. But we
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cannot just sit around waiting until we
have a new administration and a new
Congress. Americans are hurting
today.

We have the ability in this Congress
to come together across party lines and
pass a bill that will put Americans
back to work and stabilize our commu-
nities across this country. I wish to
take a couple of minutes this morning
to outline how that package will help
get our country moving again and help
those most in need.

First of all, it is critically important
that we help families who have already
lost their jobs and are drawing unem-
ployment today. Especially with em-
ployers cutting jobs each month, there
are hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans who need help for basic needs
while they look for work. This package
reaches out to those families by ex-
tending unemployment benefits by 7
weeks across the country and 13 weeks
in States where the jobless rate is the
highest. It also brings relief to commu-
nities, since every dollar of unemploy-
ment benefits generates $1.64 in addi-
tional economic activity. This helps
everyone.

This bill also provides help for the
millions of families who are struggling
today to find safe and secure housing.
Across the country, public housing is
badly in need of repair and improve-
ment. This bill will allow communities
to rehabilitate vacant public housing
units, improve energy efficiency, and
jump-start construction of new
projects that will serve those tenants.
It will also help address a growing
problem in our community: renters
who lost their homes because their
landlords were foreclosed on. This bill
will help protect these innocent vic-
tims of the foreclosure crisis and help
them find immediate shelter and long-
term housing.

One reason we need this bill badly is
because it offers help to those who need
it most, those who have lost their jobs
and homes who are struggling to find
housing today. But this bill will also
help our communities and jump-start
our economy by creating more than
635,000 jobs, investing in new tech-
nology and repairing our infrastruc-
ture. For example, this package would
make investments in highway and
bridge construction in every single
State—all 50 States—by providing $10
billion to help fund projects that are
ready to go today. We know that for
every $1 billion we spend on highways,
we create more than 34,500 good jobs.
So this package will create more than
345,000 jobs.

Additionally, it is important to note
there are no earmarks in this bill, no
special projects as part of the highway
funding in this bill. All highway dollars
will be spent according to the formula
that has been established for the Sur-
face Transportation Program in our
SAFETEA-LU highway bonds. States
would have to put this money to work
in 180 days.

We also know that roads are not the
only area where communities need
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transportation dollars. Cities across
our country are struggling to repair
and expand their bus and rail systems
as demand for mass transit and public
transportation is skyrocketing. So this
bill will improve and expand mass-
transit systems so that millions of
commuters can get to work smoothly
and on time. It will help repair and im-
prove our Nation’s airports. It will
make needed investments in our Na-
tion’s ferry transportation system and
modernize our Nation’s shipyards to
make them competitive and efficient.

While creating these jobs will help
get our economy going again, we also
need to work to make sure our workers
are prepared to compete for the jobs of
the future. So this package does that
by helping 160,000 dislocated workers
and youth get education, training,
counseling, and job assistance. This is
particularly important for young peo-
ple who are disengaged from school and
for disadvantaged teenagers who are
often hurt the most when our unem-
ployment rates are high. It is critical
that we enable these young people to
get work experience now because if
they lose out, they are less likely to
move successfully into a career later.

We know teens without jobs are more
likely to turn to crime or join gangs
which cost our communities millions
in law enforcement and lost produc-
tivity. Not only will the programs this
bill supports pay off as the economy
picks up over time, they will help stim-
ulate the economy in the short term
too, because, you know, teens spend
immediately all the money they make.
So that will help everyone.

This package also recognizes that we
need to start investing in new and
healthy industries that will help create
new, good-paying jobs and Thelp
strengthen our economy for the long
term. I think one of the most prom-
ising fields is green technology. That is
why this package would invest almost
$7 billion in research and development
that would help us create new energy
sources and improved energy effi-
ciency.

Not only is the research and develop-
ment absolutely vital in order to cre-
ate the technology and the new jobs
that come with it, but research and de-
velopment and clean technologies are
critical if we are going to become en-
ergy independent.

So these are parts of the package
which I believe will be a shot in the
arm, that will help our economy for
many years to come.

Before I finish today, I do want to ad-
dress the provisions in this bill that
would help the country’s struggling
auto industry. I want the auto industry
to remain viable and continue to sup-
port the millions of jobs across this
country which depend on its success.
But I cannot support any more funds
without concrete assurance the auto-
makers have a strategy to restructure
and become viable, competitive compa-
nies. The auto industries cannot con-
tinue to follow a failed business model
and then come here and ask for help.
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I supported the $25 Dbillion with
strong restructuring language for the
auto industry in the continuing resolu-
tion we passed a month ago. I will need
to be convinced that adding funding
will not only save jobs but the industry
leaders will take seriously the issue of
restructuring and work to reinvigorate
an industry that continues to teeter on
the brink of failure.

I am also, I have to say, very con-
cerned about the blame being laid at
the feet of the hard-working men and
women in this industry. The auto in-
dustry’s current financial industry cri-
sis is the result of many financial fac-
tors, not the result of the cost of em-
ployee health care and negotiated con-
tract benefits upon which numerous
working families and retirees depend.

If the Federal Government, funded by
working and taxpaying families, is ex-
pected to explore financial aid to ailing
corporations, then I expect to hear
about sacrifices industry management
will make during these tough times. I
am very hopeful we can do that.

A month ago this Congress came to-
gether and passed a bill to help restore
stability in our financial markets.
Well, we need this bill to provide sta-
bility for our communities and for our
working families at home. We need it
to help the most vulnerable among us
to keep food on their table and a roof
over their head.

We need it to help unemployed work-
ers pay the bills while they start an-
other job search. We need it so that we
can create jobs, invest in our commu-
nities, and support new developments
in sustainable and emerging industries.

We can start solving this economic
crisis now. We can provide our families
with the help they need for the holi-
days and before this economic situa-
tion gets worse. I hope our colleagues
will join together, work across party
lines, pass this stimulus bill, and offer
hope this year to millions of struggling
families across this country.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MENENDEZ). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
TRIBUTE TO STUDS TERKEL

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want
to take a few minutes to say thank you
and farewell to a Chicago legend and a
national treasure.

Studs Terkel—author, actor, tele-
vision pioneer, civil rights champion,
law school graduate, social historian,
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jazz critic, disc jockey, champion of
little guys and all the underdogs in
America—died quietly in his Chicago
North Side home on October 31. Studs
was 96 years old.

His interviews over 50 years with the
celebrated and the uncelebrated made
him famous around the world. But
there was no place on Earth where he
was better known or loved than in Chi-
cago, his adopted hometown.

When he turned 95 in 2007, Chicago
threw a party, complete with a sky-
writing plane that proclaimed: ‘‘Happy
Birthday, Studs.” No last name was
needed.

What was remarkable, however, is
not how many Chicagoans knew him by
his first mname, but how many
Chicagoans Studs knew by their first
names.

After Studs died, a British journalist
recalled a day he spent with Studs
more than a decade ago when Studs
was still doing his syndicated radio
program 5 days a week at WFMT in
downtown Chicago. This person wrote:

The journey to and from [Stud’s] office was
through a subterranean labyrinth of cor-
ridors and shopping arcades linking the
WFMT building with the tower containing
the luncheon club. Beside the elevator door
was an Irish attendant he knew, and they
burst into song. Then there was an extraor-
dinary ritual, involving an employee at
Johnny’s Shoe Shine. ‘“Another day!” bel-
lowed Terkel from quite a distance. ‘“‘An-
other triumph!” boomed back the reply.

Forget Sinatra. Chicago was Studs
Terkel’s kind of town. He loved Chi-
cago because, in his words, ‘‘Chicago is
the country. It is America; it is a met-
aphor for everything.”

Elizabeth  Taylor, the Chicago
Tribune’s literary editor and one of his
good friends, said Studs Terkel ‘‘was
Chicago and everything good about the
literary world—make that the world in
general.” I agree.

The last time I saw him was about 2
months ago at a bookstore in Chicago.
Studs was signing copies of his second
to last book, a wonderful memoir
called ‘“Touch and Go.” He wore his
trademark red-checkered shirt. The
bookstore was packed with people.
Studs was nearly deaf by then, but if
he looked straight at you, he could tell
what you were saying. But that is what
he was doing—still listening, listening,
listening to everyone who approached
him.

It was a slow moving line as we wait-
ed to have our books autographed. I
waited more than an hour to say hello
and get my book signed, but I am glad
I did.

“Calling [Studs Terkel] a ‘writer and
broadcaster’ would be like calling
Louis Armstrong a ‘trumpeter’ or the
Empire State Building an ‘office
block.” Strictly and sparsely speaking,
it is true.” So read his obituary in Lon-
don’s Guardian newspaper.

On radio, TV, and more than a dozen
books, Studs Terkel interviewed some
of the most famous of the 20th cen-
tury—Simone de Beauvoir, Margot
Fonteyn, Arthur Miller, John Kenneth
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Galbraith, Tennessee Williams, Mar-
garet Mead, Leonard Bernstein, Louis
Armstrong, Buster Keaton, Marlon
Brando, Bob Dylan, Aaron Copeland,
Zero Mostel, Mahalia Jackson, James
Baldwin, and the list goes on and on.

He interviewed a 90-year-old
Bertrand Russell in a village in North
Wales during the 1962 Cuban missile
crisis and almost erased the tape of
their conversation because he was pret-
ty clumsy with his tape recorder. Studs
never overcame that ineptitude. He
said it was actually an asset because it
made the people he interviewed want
to help him.

But it was Studs Terkel’s interviews
with ordinary Americans, not celeb-
rities, that set him apart. What guided
his work? Studs said: ‘““The principle is
that ordinary people have extraor-
dinary thoughts—I've always believed
that—and that ordinary people can
speak poetically.”

Accepting an honorary National
Book Award medal in 1997, he said:

When the Chinese Wall was built, where
did the masons go for lunch? When Caesar
conquered Gaul, was there not even a cook in
the army? And here’s the big one, when the
Armada sank, you read that King Philip
wept. Were there no other tears?

That’s what I believe oral history is about.
It’s about those who shed those other tears,
who on rare occasions of triumph laughed
that other laugh.

By talking and listening to ordinary
Americans, Studs Terkel harvested
what the Economist magazine called
“not only the most complete American
history of this century, but the most
compassionate.”

“De Tocqueville with a tape re-
corder,”” is what the Times of London
called him.

Robert Coles, professor of psychiatry
at Harvard, told the Li.A. Times:

I think he was the most extraordinary so-
cial observer this country has ever produced.

Said his son Dan, Studs ‘‘led a long,
full, eventful, sometimes tempestuous
but very satisfying life.”

He was born in the Bronx on May 16,
1912, a month after the Titanic sank.
He used to like to say: “I came up
when she’d gone down.”

His real name was Louis. He took the
name ‘‘Studs” in the twenties, after
Studs Lonigan, the protagonist of
James T. Farrell’s 1930s novels about
an Irish kid from Chicago’s South Side.

His father Samuel was a tailor. His
mother Anna was a seamstress who
moved to America from Poland.

The Terkel family moved to Chicago
in 1922 after his father suffered a heart
ailment. They ran a rooming house at
Wells and Grand.

It was there in a small park nearby
formally known as Washington Square
but better known as Bughouse
Square—a place, Studs said, ‘‘where
free speech is the power and the
glory”’—where he first met the workers
and activists who would shape his view
of the world and fill up his books and
tapes.

He graduated from the University of
Chicago with degrees in philosophy and
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law in 1934 but did not care to work as
a lawyer. Instead, after a brief stint as
a civil servant in Washington, he
joined the Work Projects Administra-
tion’s Federal Writers’ Project, writing
radio scripts.

Soon he was acting in radio soaps.
Usually, he was the voice of the gang-
ster.

He served a year in the Army Air
Corps but was discharged after a year
because of perforated eardrums.

He landed his own TV show at the be-
ginning of the television age, the pio-
neering ‘““Studs Place” but lost it after
a few seasons when he was blacklisted
during the dreaded McCarthy era.

In the early 1950s, he hooked up with
WFMT, a new arts station in Chicago.
It was the start of a great partnership.
His syndicated radio talk show, ‘“The
Studs Terkel Program,” ran on WFMT
every weekday from 1952 to 1997—45
years.

He played a sports reporter in the
1988 film ‘‘Hight Men Out,” about the
Chicago Black Sox scandal of 1919. And
he continued to write almost to the
day he died.

He was, said an obituary by the Asso-
ciated Press, ‘“‘an old rebel who never
mellowed, never retired, never forgot,
and ‘never met a picket line or peti-
tion’ he didn’t like.”

What made him so good? Bob
Minzeshimer, a USA Today reporter
who knew him, said:

He had the listening skills of a psycholo-
gist, the timing of a comic, the curiosity of
a scholar, and the gravelly voice of a boxing
promoter.

He wrote with honesty, empathy, elo-
quence, and humor. Above all, he wrote
with real respect for the people he
interviewed.

As the writer for the Economist said,
“Talking to Mr. Terkel, the copyboy or
the short-order clerk or the welfare
mother felt, at last, like somebody.
They counted; they had possibilities.”

His first book, “‘Giants of Jazz,”’” was
published in 1957. Nearly a decade
passed before he wrote another, but it
was worth the wait. ‘“‘Division Street,”
released in 1966, contrasted rich and
poor along that same Chicago street
and won him international recognition.

Studs’ best known book, ‘“Working,”’
was published in 1974. In 1999, a panel of
judges organized by the Modern Li-
brary, a book publisher, ranked ‘“Work-
ing”’ as No. 54 on its list of the top 100
best English language works of the
20th century. He won a Pulitzer Prize
in 1985 for ‘“The Good War: An Oral His-
tory of World War II1.”

Among his other books are ‘‘Hard
Times: An Oral History of the Great
Depression’; ‘““‘American Dreams: Lost
and Found”; “The Great Divide: Sec-
ond Thoughts on the American
Dream™; ‘‘Race: How Blacks and
Whites Think and Feel About the
American Obsession’’; ‘““Coming of Age:
The Story of Our Century by Those
Who’ve Lived It”’; “Will the Circle Be
Unbroken? Reflections on Death, Re-
birth”’; ‘“Hope Dies Last: Keeping the
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Faith in Difficult Times”’; “Touch and
Go”’; and his final book, “P.S. Further
Thoughts from a Lifetime of Listen-
ing.” They just released it last week. It
was at his bedside when he passed
away.

He received so many awards: a Pea-
body Award for excellence in jour-
nalism; the National Book Foundation
Medal for contributions to American
letters; the Pulitzer Prize for his book
“The Good War”’; the Presidential Hu-
manities Medal; the National Medal of
Humanities; the Illinois Governor’s
Award for the Arts; and the Clarence
Darrow Commemorative Award.

He was the only white writer to be
inducted into the International Lit-
erary Hall of Fame for Writers of Afri-
can Descent at Chicago State Univer-
sity.

But the recognition that meant the
most to him didn’t come from the
media. It was comments from people he
worked with, people whose eyes he
opened. Like the man who stopped him
on the Michigan Avenue bridge and
told him that after reading the words
of Delores Dante in ‘“Working,’”” he was
never going to be rude to a waitress
again.

Besides Chicago, the other great love
of Studs Terkel’s life was his wife Ida,
with whom he shared a happy marriage
for 60 years until she passed away in
1999.

Mischievous to the end, Studs said he
wanted to be cremated and have his
ashes mixed with Ida’s, and he wanted
them both to be scattered in Bughouse
Square. ‘‘Scatter us there,” he said.
“It’s against the law (so) let ’em sue
us.”

In “Touch and Go,” Studs Terkel
worried that our Nation suffered from
“‘a national alzheimer’s disease,” as he
said it, and a lack of historical perspec-
tive that made government the per-
ceived enemy.

He believed that government ought
to stand up for the little guy and hold
the powerful accountable. He believed
it because he had seen it before.

There would never be a good time to
lose Studs Terkel but now seems like a
particularly bad time for such a loss.
Our economy is in crisis. Real people
are hurting. Ordinary people who
worked hard all their lives are watch-
ing their savings disappear. Millions of
Americans are losing their jobs and
their homes. They are seeing hundreds
of billions of their tax dollars handed
out to banks and to Wall Street, and I
guess they are wondering: Is anybody
in Government listening to them?

In these hard times, in this rare
lameduck session of Congress, we in
the Senate would do well to follow
Studs Terkel’s example: to listen not
only to the wealthy and well connected
but also to the quiet hopes and con-
cerns of everyday Americans. As Studs
Terkel showed in his immortal works,
those everyday Americans are the soul
and real strength of America.

Our condolences go out to Studs’ and
Ida’s son Dan and to all who knew and
loved Studs Terkel.
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He stood only 5 feet 5 inches tall,
with a slouch that made him look even
shorter. But in Chicago and so many
other places, Studs Terkel was a giant;
and he will be greatly missed.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ECONOMIC RECOVERY ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise
to speak about the Economic Recovery
Act, which is a comprehensive stimulus
package. We need it. Our Nation needs
this. It is a much needed shot in the
arm for our ailing economy. When the
economy 1is ailing, there are two
choices: We can choose the path of,
say, Herbert Hoover and say: Govern-
ment should not be involved, let an ide-
ological straitjacket tie us up—We
know what happened then—or we can
choose the course economists on the
left, the middle, and the right have
said we should choose, which is we need
a major stimulus package to get the
economy going.

I would have hoped we would have
made the choice to help this economy
and help the millions of Americans who
are worried. Hundreds of thousands
have lost their jobs, millions more are
worried about losing their jobs, and
tens of millions see every week that
the paycheck does not stretch as far as
it did.

We face an economic crisis of a scale
and scope that we have not experienced
in 256 years, if not longer. By every
measure we are headed toward a cliff.
We are in the midst of the greatest
housing crisis since the Great Depres-
sion. Unemployment has been rising
rapidly and is expected to hit levels we
have not seen at least since the early
1980s.

States and localities face massive
budget shortfalls that may force them
to raise property taxes unless Federal
assistance is delivered. Families are
running harder just to stand still, see-
ing their incomes shrink while their
costs, especially their food and energy
costs, are far greater than they were 1
year ago.

The credit contraction that has
spread from the financial system to av-
erage households has pummeled Amer-
ican businesses in every part of the
country, businesses big and small. Not
even the most optimistic among us can
argue that our economic problems will
take care of themselves.

The question before us is: What are
we, as stewards of the public trust,
going to do? I believe the answer is
clear: The Federal Government should,
it must, provide an economic stimulus
to Main Street as we have to Wall
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Street. It must be significant and sub-
stantial and it must be targeted at our
most pressing needs.

The plan before us does that. It will
prime the pump of America’s job ma-
chine, by fast-tracking $13.5 billion of
investment into our Nation’s infra-
structure which forms the bedrock of
our economy. It will help the States
avoid the difficult decision to raise
property taxes; you cannot do that
now. But some of them may have no
choice because they have budget short-
falls. But we can avoid that terrible
choice by delivering $40 billion in
emergency fiscal aid through the
FMAP.

The stimulus package before us will
jump start renewable energy produc-
tion by making major investments in
the technologies that will not only
help America become energy inde-
pendent but will make us a global lead-
er in the next generation of fuel-effi-
cient vehicles.

Importantly, this bill will also resus-
citate small business lending. We all
know small businesses are the engine
of our economy. But small businesses
have been overlooked in the financial
rescue efforts to date.

So working with my friend and col-
league from Massachusetts, Senator
KERRY, we have worked to include pro-
visions in this stimulus package that
will throw our small businesses a life
vest to weather this storm so they can
emerge from it as leaders in job cre-
ation.

Small businesses generally rely heav-
ily on loans from banks to build inven-
tory, meet their payroll consistently,
and fuel the growth of the business.
These loans have all but dried up,
threatening the survival of car dealer-
ships, mom-and-pop pharmacies, res-
taurants and shops all across the Na-
tion.

The Federal Reserve recently re-
ported that 75 percent of domestic
banks said they had tightened their
lending standards for small-business
loans, 75 percent. At the same time, 70
percent of the lenders told the Fed that
they would charge more for those
loans. According to the New York
Times in an August opinion poll, two-
thirds of entrepreneurs told the Na-
tional Small Businesses Association
that their companies had been hurt by
the credit crunch.

Traditionally, Small Business Ad-
ministration loans have filled this gap.
But chronic underfunding of the SBA
under the Bush administration and its
outdated fee structure have greatly re-
duced lender participation and under-
mined the valuable function that SBA
lending could play during this credit
crisis.

In October alone, the number of loans
made under SBA’s largest loan pro-
gram dropped over 50 percent compared
to the same month last year. So the
economy desperately needs this shot in
the arm.

And SBA’s loan program is cut in
half. What foolishness. Why do we not
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change it? That is why Senator KERRY
and I fought to include in the economic
stimulus package provisions that will
modernize the SBA and jump start
lending to small business.

Our bill provides $615 million to sup-
port $22.5 billion in zero-fee loans to
small businesses under the TA and 504
programs. Providing zero-fee loans will
deliver needed relief to small business
on Main Street during Wall Street’s fi-
nancial crisis.

The bill also provides $1 million to
support $10 million in new microloans
for small businesses and $4 million for
critical technical assistance for these
new ‘‘micro’’ borrowers.

In sum, our Nation needs this stim-
ulus package, not just for the small
businesses or the large businesses
across the Nation but for the American
families who have faced devastating
hits to their wealth and economic secu-
rity. We need to build a platform from
which we can emerge from this credit
crisis as a global leader in energy and
innovation and high-paying job cre-
ation. I strongly urge the passage of
this proposal.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CARDIN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator is recognized for 10 min-

utes.
Mr. BARRASSO. Thank you very
much, Mr. President.
——
MEDICARE
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President,

today I come to the floor to tell the
Nation a story, and it is the story of a
Wyoming doctor, a doctor by the name
of Randy Johnston. He is an ophthal-
mologist who practices in Cheyenne,
WY. He is very qualified. He is very ca-
pable. He is also a good friend.

The reason I come to tell you this
story is because, like many doctors
across the country, Randy takes care
of people on Medicare, and occasionally
in his practice as an ophthalmologist
he gives shots to people on Medicare.
As a matter of fact, there is a picture
of Dr. Johnston on the front page of
the American Medical News. This is an
article dated November 10, written by
Jane Cys, and it shows Dr. Johnston in
his office in Cheyenne getting ready to
give a shot.

Well, in the past, Randy would buy
the drugs that his practice uses and
then bill the patients for the treat-
ment. The drugs that Randy uses are
typically injected, but under this Part
B Medicare drug program some are in-
fused through a patient intravenously
right into the vein.

Two years ago, Randy enrolled in a
new program created by the 2003 Medi-
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care Modernization Act. This Medicare
Part B program was called the Com-
petitive Acquisition Program—CAP is
the phrase they use. It was designed to
give doctors a choice in the way they
administer the drugs.

Under the program, the doctor would
first see the patient, then order the
medicine from a Government vendor,
then get the medicine, and then give
the injection.

Well, the way it worked is, Medicare
would then pay the vendor for the
drugs. Medicare also would bill the pa-
tient if there was a copay or a premium
the patient owed. Randy was only re-
sponsible to bill Medicare for the ac-
tual treatment of the patient, not for
the medicines.

Congress and the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services hailed this
new program as a way to alleviate ad-
ministrative burdens and reduce Medi-
care costs—a good idea. Doctors could
now spend more of their time with
their patients rather than serving as
drug purchasers and bill collectors.

Randy signed up for the program
early, and the program that was passed
as part of the 2003 bill finally got start-
ed in 2006. Randy thought it made good
sense for him, good sense for his pa-
tients. Some of his Medicare patients
could not afford to pay for their office-
administered drugs, and Randy saw
great potential in this new program.
He could transfer the Medicare billing
part of it to someone equipped to han-
dle the administrative redtape, and
this freedom would leave him more
time to focus on practicing medicine.

The program has now been in place
for 3 years. What are the results? Well,
only 4,200 doctors signed up for the pro-
gram. You may ask, why is that? Dr.
Johnston can tell you, and this article
in the American Medical News explains
it very well. Administrative hassles,
burdensome drug transportation and
storage rules, and vendor delivery
problems—and that is just to name a
few.

For example, the Government rules
require doctors to give patients the
drugs only in the facility where the
vendor delivered the medicine—no ex-
ceptions, none. This requirement pre-
vented doctors from moving drugs be-
tween their main office and a part-time
satellite office they may have in an-
other community.

Washington bureaucrats simply do
not understand what a burden this pol-
icy can be in rural and frontier commu-
nities. Seniors living in rural States
such as Wyoming often have to travel
great distances—hundreds of miles—to
see a specialist like Dr. Randy John-
ston. This program, with good inten-
tions, clearly was not designed to meet
the unique needs facing rural patients
and health care providers who work
tirelessly to serve their patients.

Dr. Johnston was also required to
order the drugs for a specific individual
patient by name. He was not allowed to
restock a general office supply to use
on multiple patients.
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I understand the Government is try-
ing to prevent drug stockpiling. But
this rigid program requirement does
not give doctors the flexibility they
need to practice medicine. This is espe-
cially true in emergency situations.

So who is liable when a patient
comes to the doctor’s office needing
immediate treatment but the doctor
cannot help because he has to call the
Government to send the medicine in
the first place, even if he has a supply
on hand for another patient? The pro-
gram’s current design has turned out
to be a bureaucratic nightmare.

After only 3 months in the program,
Randy Johnston wrote Medicare a let-
ter begging—I say begging—to be let
out of the program. Why? Well, it was
not just the excessive paperwork and
the excessive phone calls to get the
medication; Randy saw how absolutely
wasteful this Government program had
become.

When Dr. Johnston purchased Med-
icaid vials himself from a local phar-
macy, the local pharmacy would divide
it into multiple doses that could be
used for different patients. Using the
new Medicare program, Dr. Johnston
had to order an entire vial for each pa-
tient, use the one dose the patient
needed, and then throw the rest away.

Why would Medicare force seniors
and taxpayers to foot the bill for an en-
tire vial of medication containing 400
doses when the patient only needed 1
dose? At a time when Americans are
facing such painful financial times,
this wasteful Government spending is
appalling. We are talking about life-
saving medicine, expensive medicine. 1
do not know anyone who buys a loaf of
bread, takes out one piece and eats it,
and throws away the rest of the loaf.
This makes no sense to anyone.

It is well past the time that Wash-
ington bureaucrats start treating tax-
payer dollars like the money in their
own personal checkbooks. When emer-
gencies, illnesses, or major household
repairs occur in our families, we find a
way to pay the bill. We look at our
budgets, we tighten our belts, and we
find alternative places to save. We
eliminate luxury items. We stop waste-
ful spending.

Dr. Johnston was absolutely right to
try to get out of this absolutely wrong,
wasteful program. Washington bureau-
crats who have never been on the front
lines treating Medicare patients devel-
oped this program. They do not under-
stand the practical applications. So I
was not surprised when Medicare an-
nounced in September of this year they
were putting the entire program on
hold starting in January 2009. Wash-
ington bureaucrats claim they are con-
sidering alternative ways—alternative
ways—to improve the program because
they want it to succeed.

The new administration has a tre-
mendous opportunity to learn from
Randy Johnston and from the 4,200
other participating doctors. Rather
than hamstring providers, perhaps
Washington should start to focus its ef-
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forts on eliminating waste, eliminating
fraud, and eliminating abuse in the
Medicare system.

This year alone, we have seen one
news report after another uncovering
Medicare wasting money. These news
reports sound the alarm to every hard-
working taxpayer in the sound of my
voice and all hard-working taxpayers
across America.

Who is holding these bureaucrats ac-
countable? Just this week, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
issued the Agency Financial Report.
This document shows that in fiscal
year 2008, these Government check
writers made $10.4 billion—$10.4 bil-
lion—in improper Medicare fee-for-
service payments. We can do better. We
can do much better than this.

Wasteful spending strips Medicare of
the vital resources that are needed to
care for our elderly, to care for our
frail, to care for the vulnerable. The
new administration has a real oppor-
tunity to show leadership. Working to-
gether, we can fix this flawed policy.
Medicare patients, doctors who take
care of Medicare patients, and the
American taxpayers deserve nothing
less.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll of the Senate.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until the hour of 4 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 2:28 p.m.,
recessed until 4 p.m. and reassembled
when called to order by the Presiding
Officer (Mrs. MCCASKILL).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will come to order.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BYRD. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from West Virginia is
recognized.

The

———
ECONOMIC STIMULUS

Mr. BYRD. Madam President, in Sep-
tember, the Senate considered a $56 bil-
lion economic recovery bill, authored
by Senator REID and myself. While the
bill received 52 votes, the minority suc-
ceeded in blocking its consideration.

In the following 2 months, the econ-
omy has continued to deteriorate. On
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Monday, Senator REID and I renewed
our effort to stimulate the economy
and help the millions of Americans
hurt by the recession by introducing a
$100 billion economic recovery bill.

In response to higher unemployment,
rising food costs, higher energy costs,
State budgets in crisis, and increased
dependence on foreign oil, President-
elect Obama has called for passage of a
second stimulus bill. I spoke with the
President-elect yesterday, and I com-
mitted myself to helping the President
implement his agenda.

Madam President, it is time to de-
liver to Main Street USA. S. 3689 is a
$100.3 billion economic stimulus pack-
age that would create over 635,000 jobs.
I will repeat that. S. 3689 is a $100.3 bil-
lion economic stimulus package that
would create over 635,000 jobs. The un-
employment rate now stands at 6.5 per-
cent, the highest rate since March 1994.
The unemployment rate is up by 1.7
percentage points since October 2007.
The U.S. economy has lost jobs every
month this year—a total of 1.2 million
jobs, with almost half of the job losses
coming in the last 3 months alone. New
unemployment claims filed exceeded
500,000, the highest number since just
after 9/11.

In order to respond to these grim sta-
tistics—and they are grim—the stim-
ulus package extends unemployment
benefits by 7 weeks in all States, as
well as another 13 weeks in high-unem-
ployment States. Thirty-seven States
are facing a shortfall of over $70 billion
in their fiscal year 2009 budget, necessi-
tating cutbacks in education, cutbacks
in health care, and cutbacks in law en-
forcement.

The stimulus package includes $37.8
billion—that is $37.80 for every minute
since Jesus Christ was born—to reduce
the State’s share of Medicaid costs by
increasing the Federal share—increas-
ing, I say—the Federal share by 8 per-
cent.

The economic recovery package
also—I emphasize the word ‘‘also’—in-
cludes a temporary increase in food
stamp benefits. These funds—hear me
now—these funds will be spent quickly,
and they will help to stimulate the
economy.

Over $37 billion is included for essen-
tial infrastructure and investment pro-
grams. Now hear me, listen closely. I
measure each word. There are con-
sequences for failing to invest in Amer-
ica. For 8 years—8 long years—we have
failed to make adequate investments in
highways, transit systems, housing, in
clean and safe drinking water systems,
and in energy independence. This bill
funds such investments, as well as
small business loans, assistance for
rural communities, and disaster relief
for farmers hurt by the hurricanes and
the floods this summer.

I understand, I am sorry to say, there
is going to be an objection to debating
this bill. This would be a mistake. I
will say that again. I understand there
will be an objection to debating this
bill. This would be a mistake—a mis-
take. Why? Because it is time to act.
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Delaying is not acceptable. And so I
ask all Senators, every Senator, to do
the right thing for this country—your
country, our country—and support this
measure.
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Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent to have printed in the RECORD
information related to rule XLIV of the
Standing Rules of the Senate for title I
of S. 3689.

CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING ITEMS
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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Account

Project

Funding Member

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES

Department of Agriculture: Farm Service Agency. ........

Department of ENErgy .........coooevevvveemmvcrrveeeeonnecereiinrn

GSA District of Columbia, DHS Consolidation and development of St. Elizabeths campus

Agricultural crop disaster

Extend a certain cooperative agreement to carry out the FutureGen program

Senators Landrieu, Hutchison, and Vitter.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT

Senators Durbin and Bond

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT

$346,639,000 The President, Senators Lieberman and Collins

Mr. BYRD. I yield the floor. I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS

ELIZABETH DOLE

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
it is my sad task today to say farewell
to our friend, the Senator from North
Carolina, ELIZABETH DOLE. It is hard to
know where to begin with a woman
who has done it all and is admired
across America.

There is an old saying that all poli-
tics is local. That is true even for the
Senator from North Carolina, who was
the first viable female candidate for
President, held two different Cabinet
positions, and worked for four Presi-
dents. You see, ELIZABETH’s first cam-
paign was for the presidency of her
third grade Bird Club. She won that
race.

ELIZABETH began impressing many
early on as she earned her bachelor’s
degree from Duke University and both
a master’s and a law degree from Har-
vard. Of the 550 members of her Har-
vard Law class, only 29 were women.

From there, ELIZABETH went to the
White House Office of Consumer Af-
fairs, and then the Federal Trade Com-
mission. In 1972, she met a Senator
from Kansas when she lobbied him on a
consumer-affairs issue.

In 1975, ELIZABETH and Bob Dole were
married in Washington Cathedral, cre-
ating one of the most prominent and
successful partnerships in American
public life.

ELIZABETH later headed President
Reagan’s Public Liaison Office, and
then in 1983 became his Secretary of
Transportation. She served for 4%
years, longer than any previous trans-
portation secretary at that time. And
as transportation secretary, she was
fond of pointing out that she was the
first woman to ever head a branch of
the Armed Services: the Coast Guard.

When her husband Bob introduced
ELIZABETH at her confirmation hear-
ings, he displayed some of his trade-

mark wit by remarking, ‘I only regret
that I have but one wife to give for my
country’s infrastructure.”

When ELIZABETH had her turn at the
microphone, she got him right back.
She assured the committee that she
knew all about airbags, because she
had been driving around with one for
years.

In 1989, ELIZABETH became one of the
few Americans honored to lead more
than one Federal department by be-
coming the first President Bush’s Sec-
retary of Labor. Among the highlights
of her tenure there was playing a key
role in resolving a bitter 11-month coal
strike in southwest Virginia.

I would even go so far as to say that
ELIZABETH was the second-best Sec-
retary of Labor this country’s ever
had.

ELIZABETH went on to become the
president of the Red Cross, and revital-
ized that important institution. And of
course, she became a familiar face to
all Americans in 1996 when Bob became
the Republican nominee for President
of the United States, and when ELIZA-
BETH blazed yet another trail in 2000 as
the first viable female candidate for
that same office.

During her time here in the Senate,
ELIZABETH used the same desk her hus-
band used. From behind that desk, she
has been a powerful advocate for her
State and her country.

North Carolinians can be proud of her
record to strengthen our military and
to support military personnel and vet-
erans. She worked to craft a farm bill
to benefit North Carolina agriculture.
She has done much to address hunger
in America, by championing tax incen-
tives to encourage volunteerism and
charitable giving, and through grant
programs to benefit food banks and re-
lief organizations.

The ‘‘Dole” in the McGovern-Dole
International Food for Education and
Child Nutrition Program may be for
her husband, Bob, as the program is
named after him and former Senator
George McGovern. But it was ELIZA-
BETH DOLE who secured more than $400
million for the McGovern-Dole pro-
gram to go toward school-feeding and
child-nutrition programs in the world’s
poorest countries.

Let me take this moment to say, on
behalf of my wife Elaine and myself,
that ELIZABETH and Bob have been dear
friends of ours for many years. In fact,

had it not been for ELIZABETH, Elaine
probably never would have come to
Washington in the first place, therefore
I obviously never would have met her,
so I feel a special obligation to—and
thanks to—Senator DOLE for that. We
value their friendship, and I know we
will continue to do so for many years
to come.

ELIZABETH, I want to thank you for
always bringing wisdom, grace and in-
tegrity to this chamber. Over decades
of accomplishments in many promi-
nent posts, you have served the people
of America and of North Caroline ex-
tremely well.

I know your constituents are proud,
and Bob is proud, of your service.
Elaine and I wish you both well in
whatever the future has in store for
you. And we look forward to hearing
all about it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina is recognized.

Mrs. DOLE. Madam President, I wish
to express my deepest thanks for the
very kind words of the distinguished
“gentleman” from Kentucky. I feel
very close to this gentleman because
we have been very good friends for so
many years. Certainly your wife,
Elaine Chao, who is doing a tremen-
dous job as Secretary of Labor, has
been a friend for many years. In fact,
we worked together at the Department
of Transportation as colleagues and
then also when she was president of
United Way and I was president of the
American Red Cross. So our paths have
continued to cross in terms of our pro-
fessions but also in terms of personal
relationships and the warmth and
friendship.

MiITcH, I can’t tell you how proud I
am of your leadership as the Repub-
lican leader, and I am so proud you
have been reelected by your colleagues.
You do a tremendous job. You are a
master of the Senate. Through the
years, you and I have had a chance to
work together on many issues. Of
course, it was my privilege early on—I
believe in my first year in the Senate—
to visit the University of Louisville
and the McConnell Center for Political
Leadership and to speak to the McCon-
nell Scholars. That is just one of many
things you are doing to help others
outside the Senate as well as the tre-
mendous work within the Senate.

Just know I treasure your friendship.
I look forward to being in close touch
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and hope there will be many other ini-
tiatives on which we can work to-
gether, Elaine and Bob and I, in the
years to come. Thank you so much for
those most kind words wishing me
well. I wish you all the very best.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
you just witnessed the classic ELIZA-
BETH DOLE. I came out here to do a
tribute to her, and she turned around
and did a tribute to me. This is, I
would say, indicative of the way Sen-
ator DOLE has conducted herself in
public life throughout her service. We
are going to miss her in the Senate,
but I know she will continue to make
important contributions to our coun-
try.

We revere your legacy and look for-
ward to continuing our friendship in
the coming years.

Mrs. DOLE. Thank you so much.

GORDON SMITH

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I rise with sadness to say goodbye to
our friend the Senator from Oregon,
GORDON SMITH. For 12 years, he has
made the people of Oregon proud by
serving as a model legislator: thought-
ful, independent, and focused on get-
ting results for our country and his
State.

GORDON heard the call to serve others
early in life, becoming an Eagle Scout
as a boy and taking a 2-year mission to
New Zealand for his church. He earned
his bachelor’s degree at Brigham
Young University and his law degree at
Southwestern University.

He then bought back the family busi-
ness, a frozen vegetable company, and
transformed it into one of the largest
and most profitable in the country.
With GORDON’s departure, we are losing
the Senate’s only member of the Fro-
zen Food Hall of Fame.

GORDON’s desire to serve led him to
run for the Oregon State Senate in
1992. His peers recognized the star in
their midst when they elevated him
first to minority leader, then to Senate
president during his first term in of-
fice.

GORDON then entered a special elec-
tion to fill a vacant U.S. Senate seat.
Election day fell in January 1996, and
GORDON lost that race—the winner was
our colleague, his fellow Senator from
Oregon.

But then GORDON did something no
one else has ever done, and proved to
the people of the Beaver State how
much he cared about making sure
every Oregonian’s voice was heard in
Washington.

He ran for the Senate again in the
regularly scheduled election later that
year, making him the only American
in history to run for two Senate seats
in the same year. The people of Oregon
gave him their trust and GORDON has
never let them down.

Oregonians can rightfully be proud of
his conservation record, as he cham-
pioned legislation to successfully se-
cure the protection of 170,000 acres of
wilderness on Steen Mountain and the
Bull Run watershed.
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While protecting our natural re-
sources, he also understands the impor-
tance of the many working Oregonians
who depend on his State’s natural re-
sources for their livelihood. The fore-
most example of his work in that re-
gard is his tireless effort to protect the
farmers of the Klamath Basin area, and
keep their agricultural lands in produc-
tion.

He has fought to lower the number of
uninsured and drive healthcare costs
down, and has been a tireless advocate
for the disabled and mentally ill.

He has sponsored legislation to
strengthen the prosecution of child-ex-
ploitation cases, fought for new protec-
tions against Internet predators, and
led the effort to increase funding for
programs that help victims of rape,
sexual assault and domestic violence.

GORDON has also been a leading voice
on issues of education, and has fought
to secure rural schools throughout Or-
egon. And he has fought for lower
taxes, so more Oregonians can Kkeep
more of what they earn.

But there is one issue in particular
where GORDON led the way in a very
personal manner for a cause close to
his heart. In 2003, GORDON’s son, Gar-
rett, committed suicide just one day
before his 22nd birthday.

The torment a parent must feel after
losing a child must be the worst horror
imaginable. No amount of sympathy,
no words, nothing any of us could do
could possibly ease the pain in GOR-
DON’s and his family’s hearts.

Yet even in his grief, GORDON showed
us the strength of his character when
he wrote about his loss in his moving
memoir, ‘“‘Remembering Garrett.” And
he channeled his sadness into success-
ful legislation, the Garrett Lee Smith
Memorial Act, to create screening pro-
grams to identify and help youths at
risk for suicide.

I'll never forget his powerful words
on behalf of that legislation in this
very chamber. He said:

[There’s] no owner’s manual to help you
bury a child, especially when the cause is
suicide. So I've committed myself to trying
to find meaning in Garrett’s life.

GORDON, with that brave act you pre-
vented the tragedy of suicide from
befalling countless other families. I
can think of no more profound example
of strength and leadership than that.

Every Senator knows what a pleasure
it is to work with GORDON. He believes
we were sent here to find solutions, not
confrontations. And for every day he
has served in public office, finding so-
lutions has been his goal.

GORDON, it has been a privilege to
work with you these many years, and
to spend time with you and your wife
Sharon. America is a stronger Nation
thanks to your dedication and spirit of
public service. Please don’t forget you
have many friends here, and we all
wish you well in your bright future.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
CANTWELL). The Senator from Oregon
is recognized.

Mr. SMITH. Madam President, I
thank my leader, MITCH MCCONNELL.
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Winston Churchill observed that ‘‘De-
mocracy is not always a polite em-
ployer.” That is the case in my reelec-
tion effort. Yet I feel nothing but grati-
tude to the people of my State.

I acknowledge the wisdom of the peo-
ple of Kentucky in your reelection and
of the wisdom of my colleagues for
electing you again as our leader. You
are an articulate advocate for causes
that I think are important for America
not to forget in the coming days. It is
one of the high privileges of my life
that I have been able to serve with you
as a friend and as a colleague.

I thank you and I thank my Senate
family, without respect to party, for
the help that was given to Sharon and
me at the most painful time of our
lives—to find additional meaning in
the life of our son by helping the sons
and daughters of others. I hope and
pray that my Senate colleagues, while
I am gone, will not forget those who
struggle with mental illness. I am so
proud of Senator DOMENICI, Senator
KENNEDY, and others who championed
mental health parity. It has been a
privilege to be on their team in this
cause. It is a silent cause. It is one that
does not get a lot of ink or much atten-
tion because America is still opening
its mind to this important area of med-
icine. But we have blazed a new trail,
and much of it was because of your
leadership, sir.

For the privilege of serving with you,
of serving my State, of serving with
these colleagues here, I thank God and
I thank the State of Oregon and I say
God bless America.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
may I just add a word to my friend
from Oregon. He has had an extraor-
dinarily successful tenure here. In my
view, I would say to my friend from Or-
egon, you can always look back on
these 12 years with a sense of accom-
plishment. You have been a major
player in this institution on a variety
of different, extremely important mat-
ters that will affect each generation to
come. So on behalf of all of our Repub-
lican colleagues, and I am sure on be-
half of everyone in the Senate, I thank
you for your extraordinary service.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before the
Senator leaves the floor—I am sorry I
had to leave, I was called away from
my desk—I wanted to say through the
Chair to my friend GORDON SMITH that
I, of course, watched all the election
results very closely. But my wife
watched one election result, and that
was yours, because of the longstanding
relationship she has with you and
Sharon. The record is very clear of our
longstanding friendship and our having
had a similar experience with our loved
ones following suicide.

I am sorry I didn’t have more time to
maybe write something out that may
have been more meaningful, but I hope
the Senator from Oregon will always
understand the affection, respect, and
admiration I have not only for what
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you did in your Senate service but for
what you do in your personal life.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut is recognized.

Mr. DODD. Let me say as well, I
don’t have a prepared statement to
make, either, but I want to tell my
friend from Oregon how much I have
enjoyed my work with him over the
years on a number of very important
issues dealing with the issue that the
Senator can speak of not only with elo-
quence but with a great deal of passion,
and that is the issue of mental illness.
We were able to pass, in the waning
days of our session, of course, the men-
tal health parity bill. How important
that was. PETE DOMENICI, TED KEN-
NEDY, Paul Wellstone, and others
worked on it, but GORDON SMITH was
invaluable in that discussion.

I enjoyed immensely my work with
him during his two terms in the Sen-
ate. I will say to my friend, the good
Lord is not through with you yet.
There are a lot of things you can do for
our country. You have done a lot al-
ready. So I hope you come back often
and see us and know you have friends
who care about you and cherish you
very much. Although there is an aisle
here that separates us politically, the
aisle doesn’t exist when it comes to re-
spect and admiration. In those terms, I
am your seatmate in terms of my re-
spect for you. I thank you for all you
have done.

JOHN SUNUNU

Mr. MCCONNELL. I also rise today to
say farewell to the Senator from New
Hampshire, JOHN SUNUNU. Although
JOHN is the youngest Senator, he is one
of our brightest. A reporter once wrote
that one of JOHN’s fellow Senators said
that if we were ever to lose JOHN, the
rest of us would have to argue over who
would be the smartest person in the
Senate. But as long as we had JOHN
around, there was no argument.

JOHN impressed people at a young
age, earning both a bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degree in mechanical engineering
from MIT and an MBA from Harvard.
He received real-world experience
working as an engineer in jobs I dare-
say few of our colleagues could try to
explain, myself included.

Then one day a seat from New Hamp-
shire in the House of Representatives
opened up, and JOHN took a good long
look at it. JOHN has never been the
kind of man who felt he deserved a job
on the public payroll. He did not crave
the power and respect that came with
holding office. Yet we are certainly
thankful his great State has sent him
here.

Now, 12 years later, I think we can
say with confidence that New Hamp-
shirites could not have had a more
dedicated and principled public serv-
ant.

After 6 years of service in the House,
New Hampshire sent JOHN to this
Chamber in 2002. To reach the Senate,
he had to face an incumbent Senator in
the primary and then a sitting Gov-
ernor in the general. Since then, JOHN
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has compiled a record of which every
citizen of the Granite State can be
proud.

A student of the free market, JOHN
strongly believes lower taxes promote
growth and expand opportunities. That
is why he fought so hard to extend the
ban on taxes to access the Internet.
That tax ban was signed into law, and
it protects consumers from taxes on
Internet access, e-mail, and instant
messaging for 7 years.

Just think, if online communications
and commerce grow as rapidly over the
next 7 years as they have over the past
7, JOHN’s tax ban will not only have
promoted economic growth, it will
have spared countless small businesses
and families from a tremendous bur-
den. For that, he deserves all of our
thanks.

JOHN’s voice was one of the loudest
to say that we must tackle tough
issues now, such as entitlements and
the future of Social Security. He stood
up time and again, calling on Congress
to reduce Government spending, ex-
pand telecommunications service to
rural areas, and clean up air pollution.

He also learned firsthand the prin-
ciple that has made America great, our
commitment to personal freedom. It is
what this country was founded on.
JOHN understands what makes America
work is not what we do in this Cham-
ber but what millions of Americans do
every day for their families and com-
munities.

JOHN is a kind and compassionate
man who is a joy to know. I remember
well when the senior Senator from
Pennsylvania underwent chemotherapy
in 2005 as part of his treatment for
Hodgkin’s disease.

Like many chemotherapy recipients,
the Senator from Pennsylvania’s hair
fell out. In a generous act of solidarity
with his colleague, JOHN shaved his
head. That certainly took more com-
mitment than sending a get-well card.
But that is JOHN SUNUNU.

JOHN, I am going to miss you. It has
been an honor to work by your side
over these past 6 years. It has been a
joy to know you, your lovely wife
Kitty, and your family.

I want them and you to know that we
in the Senate admire the depth of your
convictions and the strength of your
heart. I am sure that whatever the fu-
ture holds for you, you will be a huge
success.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Hampshire is recog-
nized.
Mr. SUNUNU. Madam President, I

ask unanimous consent to speak for a
few minutes in response to the very
kind remarks of the Republican leader.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SUNUNU. First, it is probably
appropriate for me to note that the
haircut that I now sport is an echo of
that summer a couple of years ago
when I cut my hair, or cut all of my
hair, in tribute to the sacrifice and the
celebration of the final chemotherapy
treatment of Senator SPECTER.
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He underwent another round of
chemo this past summer. In the middle
of the campaign, I did not think it was
appropriate to shave my head. So the
day after the election, 2 weeks ago, I
thought there was some pent-up de-
mand in my own heart to remember
those tough weeks for ARLEN SPECTER.
So I was happy to go out and shave my
head again. That is why it looks a lit-
tle bit different than it might have
during the campaign.

The Republican leader has been very
kind in his remarks. And I cannot help
but note that I am a little bit too
young to have anyone paying tribute
to my career, as it were, in public serv-
ice. I believe very strongly that you go
out, you find work that you love, a job
that teaches you great things, and if
you have some opportunity to serve
your community, your State, your
country in public service, then you
think seriously about that oppor-
tunity.

That is how I came to the House and
even my work in the Senate. I am
going to have the opportunity to go
back and do things that I find chal-
lenging being an engineer, coming out
of a small business community. I know
there are a lot of great challenges and
opportunities that await. But I also
know there may come another time
when there is an opportunity to serve,
and I will always take those opportuni-
ties very seriously.

On election night, whether you win
or lose, you always thank the people
who matter most to you. You thank
your family, you thank the people of
the State of New Hampshire who have
been good enough to give you the privi-
lege to serve, but you also thank the
people who made your work possible in
the Senate, your colleagues. I cannot
think of any colleague who has been
more supportive and more helpful to
me over the 6 years I have been in the
Senate than Senator MITCH MCCONNELL
of Kentucky.

The Senator mentioned my work on
the Internet tax ban, but the Senator
from Kentucky did not mention his
own work. This was a case where it
helped to have someone with Senator
MCCONNELL’s leadership and experience
because while I waited patiently in the
midst of a reauthorization of the Am-
trak bill, once we had the opportunity
to offer amendments, I happened to be
prepared with an amendment that
would ban taxes on Internet access.
And the leader from Kentucky just
happened to be prepared with a motion
to close debate on that amendment so
we could finally get a vote.

While that procedure may sound very
arcane to people who may be listening
to the Senate debate at home, it was
absolutely essential in bringing that
issue to a successful completion. So
only by working closely with the Sen-
ator from Kentucky were we able to
get that work done on the Internet tax
ban. And it is perhaps the work that I
am most proud of. I think it is the
work I have been able to do in the Sen-
ate that will probably have the most
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lasting economic impact. It is impor-
tant to leave behind a record that you
are proud of, but it is also maybe even
more important to leave behind many
fond memories of that work, fond
memories of colleagues with whom you
were able to spend time and, of course,
fond memories of the friendships you
were able to form, both with members
of your own party and with those on
the other side of the aisle.

Perhaps what I am most proud of
overall is that the pieces of legislation
I was able to sponsor and pass, whether
it was the Internet tax ban, civil lib-
erties protection that we added under
the PATRIOT Act, the Wilderness Act
that protects 25,000 acres of the White
Mountain National Forest, were all bi-
partisan pieces of legislation. That
means a lot to me.

I think it will serve me well in any
future endeavors I undertake in public
service. I thank Senator MCCONNELL,
the Republican leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
let me just say to my friend from New
Hampshire, it has been a real privilege
to serve with somebody of your intel-
lect and ability. I know you are going
to be a huge success. You have, as we
discussed, a lot of your life left. I know
you are going to be a huge success in
the coming years, and I am looking for-
ward to seeing more of you in the fu-
ture.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

——————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 3684

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of a bill I have at the desk which
is the text of title VII of S. 3689 regard-
ing the auto sales tax deduction, and
further that the bill be read a third
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. SUNUNU. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Ms. MIKULSKI. It is my under-
standing I still have the floor?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has the floor.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Boy, am I sorry that
is the last act of JOHN SUNUNU in the
Senate. I hope it is not the last thing.
I feel so badly about people objecting
to me bringing this up. Mine is a bipar-
tisan bill that I thought maybe I would
win, maybe I would lose, but at least
we could bring it up and debate it and
discuss it and vote on it.

My bill was a straight-forward bill.
My bill was to help save jobs in the
automobile industry, from manufac-
turing, sales to service, to the little
people who are the bookkeepers in our
communities.

My bill would give a tax deduction to
someone who would buy a car in these
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6 weeks and they would be able to take
a deduction of interest and sales tax.
The total cost of my bill was $8 billion.
But the cost of not doing my bill is
going to be horrific. It is going to be
absolutely horrific. I cannot get over
how these economic conservatives have
their ostrich heads in the quicksand of
our economy.

You know what is going to happen
when our automobile industry goes
down. Well, let them go. Well, I will
tell you, we are going to lose $156 bil-
lion over the next 3 years in lost taxes,
unemployment, and health care assist-
ance.

We are facing the possibility that 3
million people could lose their jobs.
But oh, no, we object. We object to de-
bate. We object to discussion. We ob-
ject to taking our ideas and putting
them into the sunshine and being able
to do what I thought you do in a de-
mocracy, vote ideas up or down.

If I lose my bill in a vote, that is the
way democracy works. But to move it
through a parliamentary maneuver of
something called, ‘I object,”” I object
to the objection. I have no idea why
anyone would object to bringing up an
idea that has bipartisan support to see
if we could stimulate demand in the
automobile industry.

Well, I tell you what. Senator BARB
MIKULSKI is not the only one who ob-
jects. The American people object. And
that is what they did when they walked
into that voting booth on November 4
and voted for change. They said: Yes,
we can. They were objecting to what
goes on in this institution and what
has been going on in the White House
for the last 8 years.

They said: I object. And they voted.
They objected and then they voted.
And they object by their vote. There is
a reason a political tsunami hit this in-
stitution. It is because of this con-
tinual way of throwing sand in the
gears of democracy. So they said: I ob-
ject. That is what the people said.

So we can go through these par-
liamentary shenanigans. We can delay
what we could do in the next 48 hours
to get our economy going. But, oh, no.

We are going to do it. The question
is, are we going to do it today or are we
going to do it 8 weeks from today? The
longer we wait, the deeper and more
prolonged the recession will be. Right
now we could begin to not only turn
the page but begin to turn the economy
around.

So those are the rules of the Senate.
I signed up for the Senate, so I take the
rules as they are. But I will tell you, I
stand with the American people. I ob-
ject. And I object to the objection. I am
going to keep fighting this until we
leave. It is my view we shouldn’t leave
until we pass legislation to get this
economy going. If we cannot do it this
week, come back next week because
the real turkeys will not be in our
oven. The real turkeys will be close at
hand.

I yield the floor.
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UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 3656

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
inform the Republican leader, I had ar-
ranged to do a unanimous-consent re-
quest when the Senator from Iowa
could be on the floor.

I ask unanimous consent the Finance
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. 3656, the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation, the bill be read a third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
reserve the right to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
throughout the years, the Committee
on Finance has worked to safeguard
and improve the programs under its ju-
risdiction, including the Medicare and
Medicaid Programs. The Finance Com-
mittee has a unique expertise on these
programs and is the only committee in
a position to assess the possible effects
of individual changes on all Social Se-
curity programs as a whole. Accord-
ingly, it is essential that any legisla-
tive proposals impacting these pro-
grams be considered by the full Senate
only after the Finance Committee con-
ducts a thorough analysis of the issues
involved and the potential solutions.

I would like to bring up one example
of how this bill needs scrutiny. There is
a provision buried in here that would
allow California to escape its respon-
sibilities to ensure that illegal aliens
are not getting Medicaid benefits to
which they are not entitled. Do the
American people support giving Med-
icaid to illegal aliens? I don’t think so.
Simply bypassing the committee proc-
ess with legislation on complex issues
runs contrary to how this body should
function. In fact, as my friend from
New York is aware, Congress already
had extensive debate and enacted a
Medicare bill already earlier this year.
That bill was authored by the chair-
man of the Finance Committee. So the
Senate and the full Congress have al-
ready had extensive Medicare debate
this year. The Senator from New York,
as a member of the Finance Com-
mittee, had ample opportunity to raise
the issues earlier this year that he now
raises in a bill he wants to bring up
right now. So regardless of the merits
of the Senator’s proposal, I believe that
ship has set sail.

I have a more extensive statement on
the provisions themselves. Some of
them, I want the Senator from New
York to understand, I actually support,
and I oppose some, obviously. Perhaps
we can work together on some of these
issues where we agree, if the Senator is
interested. Today, however, I am forced
to object to the Senator’s consent re-
quest.

Notwithstanding the significant ju-
risdictional and process issues I just
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raised, I would also like to note that
there are several provisions in the bill
I strongly support. However, there are
several provisions in this bill that I op-
pose at this time and do not believe the
Finance Committee has given proper
consideration through hearings and in-
vestigations.

One of the provisions in S. 36566 that
I support would delay implementing
provisions of a proposed CMS rule that
would change conditions of participa-
tion for rural health clinics and decer-
tify rural health clinics that are no
longer in nonurbanized areas. It would
also delay proposed changes to the ex-
isting payment methodology for rural
health clinics and federally qualified
health centers. While I am very con-
cerned about the proposed CMS rule
and its impact on rural health centers,
RHCs, unfortunately I cannot support
this legislation which is within the ju-
risdiction of the Finance Committee
but which has not been given any con-
sideration by the committee.

The CMS proposed rule would impose
new location requirements for RHCs
and require that clinics be located in a
nonurbanized area, as defined by the
U.S. Census Bureau, as well as meet
shortage area designation require-
ments. Only new RHCs applying for the
program are currently required to meet
these criteria but the CMS proposal
would extend these requirements to al-
ready certified RHCs. According to
CMS, about 500 of the approximately
3,700 RHCs operating today may not
meet these requirements.

Iowa is currently in the throes of a
growing shortage of physicians, espe-
cially in the more rural areas of the
State, due to inequitable geographic
adjustments in physician payment that
result in Iowa physicians receiving
some of the lowest Medicare reim-
bursement in the country even though
they provide some of the highest qual-
ity care. These geographic payment
disparities, which discriminate against
rural areas, have further exacerbated
the problems of rural access to care.

The CMS proposed rule could have a
severe adverse impact on a number of
rural health clinics in Iowa, including
many located in counties that have
been declared disaster areas from the
severe flooding Iowa suffered earlier
this year. Rural clinics in Iowa also
could be severely impacted by the CMS
proposed payment changes since RHC
costs in Iowa and other States are al-
ready higher than the existing Medi-
care reimbursement cap. If the CMS
rule is finalized as proposed, rural
health clinics in Iowa and elsewhere
may be forced to close their doors, even
though they have served rural popu-
lations very well for many years, leav-
ing Iowa with fewer physicians and
some patients with little access to pri-
mary care and other critical medical
services.

This bill would prevent the applica-
tion of a CMS policy to phase-out a
payment adjustment for indirect med-
ical education, IME, under the Medi-
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care capital Inpatient Prospective Pay-
ment System, IPPS. Currently, teach-
ing hospitals receive this upward pay-
ment adjustment under the capital
IPPS. CMS announced in the fiscal
year 2008, Medicare Hospital IPPS
Final Rule that they would begin to
phase out the IME adjustment for cap-
ital IPPS in fiscal year 2009.

As the former chair and currently
the ranking member of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, it has long been one
of my priorities to ensure Medicare
payments are both accurate and equi-
table. I question whether this bill
would further this goal, which many of
us share.

The appropriateness of the IME cap-
ital IPPS adjustment has been ana-
lyzed not only by CMS, but also the
Medicare Payment Advisory Commis-
sion, MedPAC, which advises Congress
on Medicare payment issues. CMS has
documented relatively high and contin-
ued positive margins for teaching hos-
pitals under the capital IPPS compared
to nonteaching hospitals. In fact, from
1998 through 2006, teaching hospitals
had an aggregate capital IPPS margin
of 11.2 percent while nonteaching hos-
pitals had an aggregate capital IPPS
margin of —0.8 percent.

Based on these figures, many, includ-
ing myself, question the appropriate-
ness of this payment adjustment. This
is a case in point of why legislative
proposals such as this must first go
through the committee process.

S. 3656 puts a moratorium on a CMS
rule regarding Medicaid payments for
hospital outpatient services. Early this
year, Congress placed moratoriums on
six other CMS Medicaid regulations.
Just as I opposed those moratoriums, I
strongly oppose this one as well. The
Finance Committee has not held the
first hearing as to why this action is
necessary. We have not considered
whether payments currently being
made are not consistent with the stat-
ute. Medicaid is a critical program for
children, pregnant women, the dis-
abled, and the elderly. We have a re-
sponsibility to the people who depend
on the program to make sure that
funds are being appropriately spent.
This moratorium is not consistent with
that responsibility.

This bill also intervenes in a dispute
by CMS and the State of California.
The State of California has been seek-
ing approval of an extension of their
family planning waiver for 6 years. For
6 years, CMS has been pushing Cali-
fornia to improve their collection of
Social Security numbers and citizen-
ship documentation for women en-
rolled in the program. This bill essen-
tially requires CMS to approve of the
extension of California’s waiver with-
out requiring California to do anything
further to improve their process of en-
suring people who receive benefits are
actually eligible for those benefits.

I would also like to point out that a
comprehensive Medicare bill written
by the Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee was passed by the Senate this
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summer. One can presume that the pro-
posals in this bill were considered and
rejected for inclusion in that Medicare
bill.

I understand that legislation is often
the art of compromise. We can’t always
get everything we want in every bill
and keep everything we dislike out. It
is a balance. However, I think both in
terms of process and policy, this bill
does not sufficiently achieve a balance
I think is necessary and I must, there-
fore, object to its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from New York.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
introduced this bill in October in re-
sponse to overwhelming concerns New
York health care providers have about
three devastating health regulations
that the Bush administration is push-
ing.

My bill would put a 6-month delay on
the Medicare Hospital Capital IME
payment policy to teaching hospitals, a
6-month delay on the now-final Med-
icaid Outpatient Clinic regulation, and
a 6-month delay on the Medicare Hos-
pice rule—three regulations that affect
the heart and soul of our health care
system—the facilities and health pro-
viders that take care of all Americans,
rich or poor, rural or urban.

Given the urgent challenges we face
in our economic health, now is not the
time to be cutting hospitals or clinics
that serve our physical health. We
should be making health care more ef-
fective and efficient—not slashing re-
imbursement and running these pro-
viders out of business.

The new Medicare Hospital Capital
Indirect Medical Education, IME, pay-
ment policy is a disaster for teaching
hospitals. It went into effect on Octo-
ber 1 and will be fully implemented in
2010.

This new policy runs counter to what
works in American medicine. The
Medicare program has long served the
public good by funding the training of
new doctors in our academic medical
centers and teaching hospitals, using
IME payments.

Across the Nation in large and small
communities there is a shortage of
physicians—from primary care to sur-
geons. We rely on our Nation’s aca-
demic medical centers, 13 of which are
in my State, and teaching hospitals to
train new physicians.

The new policy eliminates critical
funding that supports teaching.

The total cost of this new policy to
New York’s teaching hospitals would
be $62 million when it is fully imple-
mented in 2010. The total for all U.S.
hospitals is $380 million.

Let me illustrate what these cuts
mean to New York hospitals: Albany
Medical Center Hospital, $1.2 million;
Kaleida Health in Buffalo, $1.3 million,
Montefiore Medical Center, $3.7 mil-
lion; Strong Memorial Hospital, $1.6
million; Stony Brook University Hos-
pital, $1.6 million; Bassett Hospital in
Cooperstown, $426,000; and Coney Island
Hospital, $565,722.
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These facilities are the same ones in
my State who provide the lion’s share
of uncompensated care to the unin-
sured.

One of the hardest hit hospitals in
my State is Mt. Sinai Medical Center
in Manhattan. They stand to lose $4.1
million by 2010.

This lost funding means Mt. Sinai
Medical Center will be forced to take
cost cutting steps:

First, delay completion of their inpa-
tient electronic medical record rollout;
second, they won’t be able to expand
their already crowded emergency room
that provides over 100,000 patient visits
a year; and third, they will scale back
many free medical screenings and
other programs for patients.

These are not the actions we want
hospitals to take.

Hospitals need our help. The Medi-
care Payment Advisory Commission,
MedPAC—which is a nonpartisan
group—has said that in 2006, hospitals’
Medicare margins nationwide were in
the red at negative 4.8 percent.

In New York in 2006, rural hospitals
were hit the hardest by low Medicare
reimbursements with even lower mar-
gins of negative 8.2 percent.

After 7 consecutive years of overall
negative margins, the hospitals in my
State did little better than break even
in 2006. It doesn’t make sense to me
that we would gut a source of training
for high-paying jobs in this country at
a time when we are bleeding jobs.

This is not just a New York issue. In
July, 51 Senators signed a bipartisan
letter to the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, CMS, that opposed
implementation of the capital IME. We
need to pass my bill so that these cuts
don’t hurt all U.S. hospitals.

Now I want to speak briefly about
the Medicaid Outpatient Clinic Regula-
tion that my bill places a 6-month mor-
atorium on.

For months I fought with CMS about
this regulation. Unfortunately, they fi-
nalized it last week.

But, I am pleased that in the final
version free-standing health clinics
were saved from massive cuts. There
were many clinics in New York that
were saved from either closing their
doors or saying no to their patients.

I want to talk about Ed, a 62-year-old
Buffalo resident, who can only move
his head due to his cerebral palsy. With
the help of a free-standing clinic in
Buffalo, called Aspire, Ed learned to
operate his power wheelchair with his
chin.

Even more amazing he can operate a
computer using his chin. Ed spent 5
years mastering desktop publishing
and then formed his own successful
business.

If free-standing clinics were included
in the final regulation, Ed could not at-
tend Aspire of WNY’s wheelchair clinic,
where physical, occupational and
speech therapists customize all sorts of
things for him. Without that service,
Aspire tells me that he would be com-
pletely immobile and not as inde-
pendent.
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Let me discuss another New Yorker
that the Buffalo-based Aspire Clinic
helped. In 1998, Aspire wanted a woman
named Alice to have a colonoscopy.
When she did, it was revealed that she
had colon cancer. But luckily they
found it in time and she had surgery to
remove the cancer and now, 10 years
later, she is doing fine.

Alice is just one of hundreds of indi-
viduals who receive primary medical
care through these essential primary
care clinics.

Enable, a Syracuse agency that
serves children and adults with disabil-
ities, told my office that they would
have to stop providing physical and oc-
cupational therapy to more than 300
clients on Medicaid if the Rule had in-
cluded freestanding clinics.

I wish CMS hadn’t made this regula-
tion final, but at least it isn’t as bad as
it could be. We will know the extent of
pain that other clinics and hospital
outpatient services may face on De-
cember 8, when the rule must be imple-
mented.

Therefore, I hope that the Senate
will pass the PATH Act. As we have
heard, there are just too many terrible
cuts underway in health care, and we
need to be doing all we can right now
to stop the bleeding.

I understand my colleague has ob-
jected. That is unfortunate. To wait
another 3 months or 6 months at a time
when our economy is in such dire shape
will do severe damage to health care
throughout the country. In my State of
New York, for instance, the new Medi-
care Hospital Capital Indirect Medical
Education payment policy is a disaster
for teaching hospitals. It runs counter
to what works in American medicine.
It affects large and small communities.
We have a desperate shortage of physi-
cians, from primary care to surgeons.
The country relies on academic med-
ical centers. This clobbers them at a
time when it should not have hap-
pened. Many of us believe this regula-
tion was not within the purview of
CMS to enact. They went ahead and did
it. I would hope that maybe my col-
league will reconsider. We will return
to this issue when we come back in
January, but some damage, unfortu-
nately, will be done.

I understand why my colleague has
objected. I regret it. There was no time
to move in the Finance Committee be-
cause this regulation didn’t take effect
until very recently, having many bad
affects. I will work hard and not rest
until we overturn the regulation.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The
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UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 3689

Mr. REID. Madam President, with
the daunting challenges we face on our
road to economic recovery—and that
will come; it is a question of when—
there is no reason to wait for a new
year, a new Congress and a new Presi-
dent. We could vote now. We could take
action now. We can’t solve our eco-
nomic challenges with one vote, but we
could get started. So I say, why wait.
Every day that goes by, thousands of
Americans lose their jobs. Thousands
of homes are lost. Scores of companies
file for bankruptcy. So why don’t we
staunch the bleeding, stop some of the
pain, and begin to turn things around?
We have before the Senate a com-
prehensive economic stimulus plan
worked out with the Appropriations
Committee, the Finance Committee,
and the Agriculture Committee, that
we could pass and we should pass. I
wish to express my appreciation to the
members of the Appropriations, Fi-
nance, and Agriculture Committees.
They have worked very hard to put this
package together under the leadership
of Senators BYRD, BAUCUS, and HARKIN.

What do I mean by ‘‘comprehensive’?
Instead of addressing just one part of
our economic crisis, this legislation
takes many steps that economists
agree we need.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 1122, S. 3689; that the bill
be read a third time, passed, and the
motion to reconsider be laid on the
table, and there be no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Arizona.

Mr. KYL. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. REID. Madam President, we have
a matter on which the objection was
made. I did not cover it all, of course,
in that matter. We have significant
things in that piece of legislation that
were objected to dealing with infra-
structure; unemployment benefits;
FMAP, which is the matter to give
some fiscal relief to our States; and it
would give help to the auto industry.
So this is the type of issue on which I
wish we could move forward. I under-
stand my colleagues. They are not
going to accept this.

I think the provision we have dealing
with taking the money out of the fi-
nancial bailout that we have, that the
White House has, the Treasury Depart-
ment has—I have talked on the floor
over the last 2 days about that. There
is no need to belabor that point. But it
is too bad we could not move forward
on that basis.

It is my understanding Senators
LEVIN and BOND are going to try to
come up with some alternative pro-
posal. When they come up with that, I
would be happy to see if there is any
way we can move procedurally. That is
not going to be easy with what is going
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on in the House and, actually, what is
going on here. But I will confer with
my counterpart, Senator MCCONNELL,
and we will do what we can to move
forward.

——————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUESTS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that we move for-
ward on this bill, S. 3689—there is a
provision in that dealing with what we
call FMAP—that the FMAP provision
be taken out, that it be considered as
separate legislation, be read three
times and passed, the motion to recon-
sider be laid on the table, and there be
no intervening action or debate.

The reason that is so very important
is that FMAP is something that every
State—every State, all 50—is in des-
perate need of. No part of our country
has proven immune from our economic
struggles. We are all sharing the heavy
burden of these difficult times. But few
places are suffering, though, more than
we are in Nevada.

Budget shortfalls in Nevada are caus-
ing deep cuts in bedrock programs the
Government must provide, programs
that help and protect children, senior
citizens, and people with disabilities.

The State of Nevada has been forced
to cap enrollment in Nevada Check-Up,
our form of children’s health insur-
ance. The State recently had to insti-
tute cuts to provider reimbursement.
What is worse, these cuts will not end
here unless we act to provide fiscal re-
lief by increasing the Federal Medical
Assistance Percentage; that is, FMAP.

What are the consequences of inac-
tion? It was reported in the media this
weekend that due to the provider rate
cut, University Medical Center in Las
Vegas, our public hospital, is dis-
continuing outpatient cancer treat-
ment. And that is not just for Medicaid
patients, it is for all patients. It is not
clear if all those patients will be able
to afford chemotherapy elsewhere, but
it is pretty clear they will not be able
to.

Low-income children who need ortho-
pedic treatment will have to leave Las
Vegas altogether for services else-
where. They will likely have to leave
the State.

There is more to come. The cuts are
not over. This is the way it is in many
States around the country. The budget
shortfalls are deep. When States have
to cut provider reimbursement for
some of the things I have outlined,
they have real difficulties in making
the safety net not be one that has big
holes in it. States have found no choice
but to look at cutting services such as
mental health and cutting actual peo-
ple from the program, adding to the
ranks of the insured at the worst pos-
sible time.

We have been working in the Senate
to provide help. The stimulus bill we
introduced includes a temporary 8-per-
cent FMAP increase to stave off these
cuts. It will not fix the problem, but it
may make a difference in ensuring that
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our children are not without the care
they need. I hope we can take that
step.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
reserving the right to object, this is a
spending measure of $37.8 billion which
has not been considered by the Finance
Committee. We should be asking the
States to pay it back. We should re-
quire the States to agree to not raise
taxes. For all of those reasons, Madam
President, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I have
one final consent request on which I
would like to move forward. This is the
matter dealing with automobiles. We
know the issue before this body. There
have been speeches given the last sev-
eral days about where the automobile
industry is. We have watched on na-
tional TV the congressional hearings
that have taken place on this side of
the Capitol and on the other side of the
Capitol. We need to try to figure out
some way to move forward.

We believe the best way to move for-
ward is taking the money, as I have in-
dicated, out of the so-called TARP
money. I do not believe we need the
legislation. I think—well, I don’t know.
I have talked to Secretary Paulson
twice today. He knows he has author-
ity to take money out of that; he just
does not want to do it.

So I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the consideration of
a bill T have at the desk, which is the
text of title VI of S. 3689 regarding
automotive industry assistance; that
the bill be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table, and there be no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. KYL. Madam President, reserv-
ing the right to object, the longer this
legislation has been lying around, the
more objections have been heard to it.
So, yes, I do object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Missouri.

Mr. BOND. Madam President, the dis-
tinguished majority leader was Kkind
enough to mention the fact that sev-
eral of us on our side have been work-
ing with leading Members on his side of
the aisle to come up with a com-
promise proposal that would come to
the aid of the auto companies which
are facing a very serious situation,
without mentioning specific ones or
others, but to say this is a critical time
to move to prevent perhaps the bank-
ruptcy or the disappearance of a major
auto company, which would cause
chaos in our country. Over 3 million
jobs are related to the auto industry—
from the auto assembly plants, to the
auto dealerships, to the parts suppliers.

So we have been working on a bipar-
tisan basis. On my side of the aisle,
Senator VOINOVICH and I have been
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working with others on the Democratic
side. We took the basic construct of the
measure the majority leader had intro-
duced. We took the money out of a pre-
viously passed bill, which would not
cause as much concern down Pennsyl-
vania Avenue, and we provide that the
money will go back into that program
as it is returned.

In my view, it is essential we work
something out. I will tell the majority
leader we have made great progress. We
are down to the point now where word-
ing challenges are about the only re-
maining things to deal with. I strongly
believe it is in the interest of the coun-
try, particularly all of those families
whose jobs depend upon the auto indus-
try, and the States, the local govern-
ments, and the Federal Government to
move something forward.

So I ask unanimous consent that at a
time to be determined on Thursday,
November 20, the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of a bill to be
introduced by Senators BOND and
VOINOVICH and others; I further ask
that there be no amendments in order,
with 2 hours of debate equally divided,
and following the use or yielding back
of the time, the bill be read a third
time and the Senate proceed to a vote
on passage, and that if there are not 60
votes in the affirmative, the bill be
placed on the Senate calendar.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, Madam President, we have had no
hearings. We have no text. I know my
friend, Senator BOND, is a man of faith.
I think I am too. But this is carrying it
a little too far. We do not know any-
thing about this. I look forward to a
piece of legislation we can look at.
Hopefully, it can be done tonight or to-
morrow, and we will be happy to look
at it.

I have had many conversations today
and yesterday with the senior Senator
from the State of Kentucky, Mr.
MCCONNELL, and we understand the im-
portance of this issue. We will try to
work to move forward on it. But I want
everyone to understand, no matter how
hard we work, how hard we try, the
House of Representatives is going home
tomorrow. OK. They are leaving.

I understand the importance. But I
would hope that in addition to under-
standing the importance, we have to
face reality. The reality is, we have
tried a number of different approaches.

I will be happy to look at the ap-
proach my friend from Missouri has. He
is a hard-working Senator. I under-
stand how hard he works. He is a real
advocate for doing what he thinks is
appropriate for his State and our coun-
try.

Senator LEVIN and I have had hours
of conversation regarding this issue.
Every conversation I have with him he
mentions the name of the Senator from
Missouri. So I understand what this is
all about, but, recognizing we have had
no hearings, we have no legislation, I
object.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that morning busi-
ness be closed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Morning business is closed.

ADVANCING AMERICA’S PRIOR-
ITIES ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 3297.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
permission to withdraw the motion to
proceed to S. 3297.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is withdrawn.

———————

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
EXTENSION ACT OF 2008—MOTION
TO PROCEED

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Madam President, I now
move to proceed to Calendar No. 1123,
H.R. 6867, an act to provide for addi-
tional emergency unemployment com-
pensation and, with that, I send a clo-
ture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to Calendar No. 1123, H.R. 6867, the
Unemployment Compensation Extension Act
of 2008.

Harry Reid, Max Baucus, Patrick J.
Leahy, Bernard Sanders, Kent Conrad,
E. Benjamin Nelson, John D. Rocke-
feller, IV, Dianne Feinstein, Robert P.
Casey, Jr., Patty Murray, Richard Dur-
bin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Barbara A.
Mikulski, Barbara Boxer, Carl Levin,
Daniel K. Akaka, Mark L. Pryor.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum required under rule XXII
be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I appre-
ciate the patience of all my colleagues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I would ask my friend, the majority
leader, now, if consent is not granted,
this vote would be on Friday?

Mr. REID. That is right.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I say to my friend, I will be working on
my side to see if it is possible to move
that vote forward to tomorrow. Hope-
fully, he will be doing the same.
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Mr. REID. Madam President, I cer-
tainly think it would be appropriate if
we can do that. I will do everything I
can to move this forward.

I again say, Madam President, I ap-
preciate the patience of everyone
today. A lot of times we do not spend a
lot of time here, but it is hard getting
here. I appreciate it very much. And we
were interrupted by the President of
Bolivia.

I should say—and I am sorry I did not
to my friend, Senator MCCONNELL—if
we do get cloture, then we could even
do that, have a 60-vote threshold on
that. And if that were done, we would
be out of here as far as I know. So we
will work together to see what we can
get done. We will work to see what we
can get done in the next 12 hours.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AUTO MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY BAILOUT

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I rise to
speak on the pending discussion and
debate in the Senate about subsidies to
the auto manufacturers and whether
passing a large bailout subsidy package
for the auto manufacturers is a good
idea. REarlier this afternoon I objected
to a unanimous consent request by
Senator MIKULSKI and she responded to
that objection by noting that she cer-
tainly hoped that objecting to a bail-
out package for auto manufacturers
wasn’t the last thing I did in the Sen-
ate, given that my term is going to be
expiring and I am going to be retiring
from the Senate. Well, it won’t be the
last thing I do. If nothing else, the last
thing I will do is to explain why her
legislation was such a terrible idea to
the people of New Hampshire who
elected me and to the American people
whom I think I have an obligation to
serve in making sure that their inter-
ests are protected, that their wallets
are protected, and that we act with a
commitment to fiscal responsibility.

We don’t need to be providing sub-
sidies, special benefits or protection to
individual businesses, whether they are
auto manufacturers or any other busi-
ness. This is wrong for a large number
of reasons. To be sure, no one is happy
about the fact that our country is in a
recession, that Europe is in a recession,
that we have a global slowdown that
will affect hundreds of thousands, if
not millions, of lives across the United
States and across the world. But by
providing subsidies to the auto manu-
facturers, we do several things that are
fundamentally wrong—bad for our
economy, bad for taxpayers, bad for
consumers.

First, quite frankly, we reward bad
decisions that have been made by these
firms themselves. The problems within
the auto industry are largely the mak-
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ing of those in the auto industry: man-
agement choices, production of models
that consumers choose not to buy, leg-
acy costs, contracts, health care, pen-
sions. We all understand that within
the economic slowdown there has been
a significant drop in the number of cars
being manufactured, but these busi-
nesses were losing money well before
the current downturn. By stepping for-
ward now to provide them with $25 bil-
lion or $50 billion, depending on which
piece of legislation we would be consid-
ering and voting on, we, quite frankly,
would be taking money from taxpayers
across the country and rewarding those
poor decisions that have been made by
the manufacturers themselves.

Second, this would set a bad prece-
dent. There are many businesses across
America that are dealing with tough
times, a slowdown in their growth
prospects. They have had to deal with
layoffs. They have seen a significant
slowdown in construction spending or
consumer spending. It is affecting
every corner of our economy. If we set
the precedent of stepping forward with
$25 billion in subsidies for auto manu-
facturers, every other business and in-
dustry in America would be looking for
the same kind of treatment from the
Federal Government. That is simply
not in the taxpayers’ interests. It is
certainly not fair to the average tax-
payer. It is not fair to those taxpayers
who work for companies that won’t get
that kind of special treatment. Any
time the Federal Government starts
putting a significant amount of re-
sources—3$1 billion, $10 billion, $25 bil-
lion—into a particular firm or industry
we distort the marketplace. So we
would be rewarding bad decisions. We
would be setting a bad precedent.

Finally, we would be placing tax-
payers at even greater risk. We need to
be honest about the impact of giving
$25 billion to the auto manufacturers
in order to sustain their unprofitable
operations. Many observers have sug-
gested that $25 billion isn’t nearly
enough, $50 billion probably isn’t
enough to stave off bankruptcy. So
when these firms ultimately did have
to file for bankruptcy or when the
losses mounted over the next 6 months
or 12 months or 18 months and the
firms needed additional capital, where
would they turn? Back to the taxpayer.
So the expectation would be—and I
think the likelihood would be—that
the $25 billion or $50 billion provided
today would simply be a downpayment
on even greater losses and greater ex-
posure to the taxpayers in the future.

Now, the proponents of this legisla-
tion have said a number of things.
First and foremost, they have talked
about the number of jobs that would be
affected. No one relishes the idea of
higher unemployment and job losses
that have already begun in this current
recession. But there are many busi-
nesses and industries across America
that employ hundreds of thousands of
people, that employ even more than
the auto manufacturing segment. The
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three largest technology-based firms in
the country employ nearly twice as
many people as the auto manufactur-
ers. The three largest firms in the fi-
nancial services industry employ hun-
dreds of thousands more than the auto
manufacturers do. These businesses
and industries such as the auto manu-
facturers have their own customers and
suppliers and vendors and contractors
who would also be affected by the slow-
down or by layoffs at those businesses.

We care about the auto manufactur-
ers. We care about manufacturing. We
care about every job in our economy,
because each job is important to that
worker, their family, and their depend-
ents. But we can’t be providing unique
benefits, unique treatment to one busi-
ness at the expense of others and at the
expense of taxpayers.

A second argument that has been
made is that since we passed a finan-
cial stabilization package a month ago,
we should be willing to keep passing
additional subsidy or bailout legisla-
tion. I think we need to understand
that taking the action we took when
the credit markets in the TUnited
States and across the world froze was
action taken only with the greatest
imaginable reluctance, and it was only
taken to protect access to credit for a
home loan or car loan, a small business
loan that our economy needs to func-
tion every single day. Moreover, only
action of the Federal Government—and
the European governments as well—
only that action could provide the cap-
ital or had the capacity to provide the
capital necessary to enable those credit
markets to function normally again.
And they have begun to function more
normally today.

Now, normal functioning of credit
markets doesn’t guarantee economic
growth in this quarter or next quarter,
but it does prevent a collapse of the
credit system that our economy needs
to operate on a daily basis.

So I think the arguments that there
are jobs at stake in the auto industry
is a false argument, because there are
jobs at stake in every corner of our
economy. The argument that an eco-
nomic recovery package passed last
month is justification for these kinds
of subsidies to other manufacturers is
mistaken as well, because that was leg-
islation designed to protect every fam-
ily, every business in America, given
the unique crisis we have had in our
credit markets.

Our economy is built on the idea of
freedom, transparency, and entrepre-
neurship. I think we should never for-
get that. We have the freest economy
in the world. If you look at the freest
and most open economies in the world
and compare them to their more heav-
ily regulated counterparts, in every
measure, free and open, transparent
markets performed better than their
more heavily regulated counterparts. I
think there is a lesson here: that we
should avoid Government intervention
wherever possible. We should minimize
the cost of regulation wherever pos-
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sible. Of course, we should avoid legis-
lation such as that being proposed for
the auto manufacturers that would in-
tervene and subsidize bad economics,
poor performance, and bad manage-
ment choices.

I hope this legislation will be dealt
with in an appropriate way. I hope my
colleagues will see the value in pro-
tecting the taxpayers by opposing this
kind of intervention, this kind of un-
necessary subsidy. A lot of people have
made the observation that a failure to
pass subsidy legislation would make
bankruptcy for the auto manufacturers
more likely, and that may well be the
case. But the bankruptcy protection
process is designed to allow firms,
large and small, to reorganize, to re-
structure, to establish a better, more
effective business model, a better sys-
tem for producing the kinds of prod-
ucts customers want, for delivering the
services our economy needs, improving
efficiency and, in doing so, provide
strong, well-paying jobs that are secure
for as many of their employees as pos-
sible and for an employment base that
suits the marketplace. But when you
have a business model that has been
proven to be as problematic as those of
the large three auto manufacturers,
sometimes bankruptcy protection is
the best possible methodology for re-
structuring, reorganizing, and putting
together a firm that is more competi-
tive and stronger and healthier for the
long term.

I appreciate the opportunity to speak
on these issues. I think it is important
that we protect our economy to the
greatest extent possible by keeping
taxes on capital low, by creating a Tax
Code and a regulatory structure that
encourages manufacturing and invest-
ment, that rewards entrepreneurship,
but none of these things requires that
we single out one firm or one business
over another for a handout or a subsidy
at the cost of the taxpayers.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PRYOR). The Senator from Colorado is
recognized.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, what is
the regular order of business?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is considering the motion to pro-
ceed to H.R. 6867.

Mr. ALLARD. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

IDENTITY THEFT

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, first, I
wish to thank the Senator from New
Hampshire who just spoke for his lead-
ership in the Congress, and it has been
a pleasure serving with him. I also will
be retiring, but one of the people I will
miss is JOHN SUNUNU from New Hamp-
shire, because I think he has contrib-
uted a lot to the process.

I wish to also take a moment to
bring to your attention and the atten-
tion of my colleagues an issue I have
worked hard to address in legislation I
proposed this Congress. The issue is
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identity theft. I was hopeful Congress
would pass legislation that addresses
the problem of unauthorized foreign
workers stealing Social Security num-
bers and then using the numbers to ob-
tain employment and then, eventually,
accruing Social Security benefits.

Almost 2 years ago, I introduced S.
699. It is legislation that facilitated the
sharing of existing information among
government agencies in instances
where the infrastructure, if shared,
could expose cases of identity fraud.
Unfortunately, my bill stalled in com-
mittee and has not since received fur-
ther action. Congress’s failure to enact
such legislation is disappointing, be-
cause it has left in place existing law
which is ineffectual in deterring unau-
thorized foreign workers from stealing
the identity of citizens—that is Ameri-
cans—and nationals. Individuals con-
tinue to engage in this activity in vio-
lation of our criminal laws as well as
our immigration laws while also de-
frauding Social Security and citizens.

Identity theft continues to plague
our country at an alarming rate.

If there was ever any doubt, let last
week’s discovery—in Weld County, Col-
orado—of 1,300 stolen Social Security
numbers by illegal immigrants serve as
a reminder of the pervasiveness of this
problem. A single additional case of an
unauthorized worker stealing a U.S.
citizen’s identity is one case too many,
for it is well within the Federal Gov-
ernment’s ability to stop this rampant
problem. If my legislation had been en-
acted, the 1,300 illegal aliens using
fraudulent Social Security numbers
and resulting in more than $2.6 million
in stolen tax dollars would have caught
the attention of law enforcement much

sooner.
Last week, after an intense and
lengthy investigation by the Weld

County Sheriff s Office, the Greeley
Police Department, and District Attor-
ney Ken Buck’s office, a series of ar-
rests began in a case that is far-reach-
ing and has national implications.
What is upsetting is that Congress
has had foresight about the dev-
astating effects of identity theft. We
have also been educated, notably by
Secretary Chertoff, of the suscepti-
bility for citizens’ identities to be sto-
len by aliens that are in the United
States illegally and without authoriza-
tion to work. I introduced legislation
that recognizes the compelling need to
modify the law in order to allow our
Government both to enforce immigra-
tion laws and also protect the victims
of identity theft. Under the current
law, by the time identity theft is dis-
covered, the damage has already been
done. For instance, an 84-year-old
Grand Junction woman was deemed in-
eligible for Federal housing assistance
because her Social Security number
was being used at a variety of jobs in
Denver, making her income too high to
qualify. Several individuals had been
using her I.D. number, and each indi-
vidual’s salary was then being reported
to Social Security. As a result, her in-
come was recorded much higher than
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what she was receiving. If the discrep-
ancy had been discovered earlier, be-
fore she had applied for her housing
grants, there would have been an op-
portunity to address the disparity be-
fore she became a victim twice over.

What is incredible is that the Federal
Government, specifically the Internal
Revenue Service, is enabling this.
Under current policy, the IRS is under
no obligation to share information
with other agencies upon the discovery
of a Social Security number being used
with multiple names or in the case
where it is discovered that an indi-
vidual has more than one person re-
porting earnings for him or her during
a single tax year.

I propose to allow the Commissioner
of Social Security to share information
with the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, where such information is likely
to assist in discovering identity theft,
Social Security misuse or violations of
immigration law. It is worth noting
Secretary Chertoff supports my pro-
posal, believing it is a practical solu-
tion that overcomes the current limi-
tations on information sharing.

Despite the force of these arguments
supporting legislation that tears down
the wall that prevents the sharing of
existing information among Govern-
ment agencies, Congress has so far re-
jected Secretary Chertoff’s call for a
legislative solution.

The 1,300 cases of suspected stolen
identities exposed in Weld County
alone were brought to light after au-
thorities discovered that an illegal im-
migrant accused of stealing and using a
man’s Social Security number to get
jobs, loans, and other services, had also
been filing and receiving tax returns
from the Federal Government. It did
not take long for investigators to come
to the realization that this particular
illegal immigrant’s suspected use of
stolen identity was not an isolated
case. As it turns out, these 1,300 other
illegal immigrants filed tax returns
using the same tax preparer based in
Greeley. This is one tax preparer han-
dling 1,300 fraudulent returns. Take a
moment and consider the 1,300 illegal
aliens’ tax returns, which yielded $2.6
million in tax refunds, were handled by
a single tax preparer; now consider the
number of tax preparers nationwide
and the exorbitant amount of tax dol-
lars—likely in the billions—distributed
among illegal aliens using fraudulent
Social Security numbers. The way our
system works, the tax preparer is re-
lieved of liability, absent reckless mis-
representation or a finding of excep-
tional negligence.

With whom should the liability lie?
The obvious answer is the illegal alien
guilty of stealing someone else’s iden-
tity. But what happens to the helpless
victim of the identity theft? Shouldn’t
our law protect the person who has had
their identity compromised, and
shouldn’t our Federal agencies be re-
quired to communicate information
about an individual’s compromised
identity before the individual is robbed
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of opportunities such as taking out a
student loan, purchasing a home, or
purchasing tools or equipment with a
small business loan? Shouldn’t we do
all that we can to prevent law-abiding
citizens falling victim to identity
theft?

Occurrences of identity theft per-
petrated by illegal immigrants have
risen and will continue to rise as better
systems are developed for verifying
employment. Illegal immigrants will
continue to assume the names and
Government-issued ID numbers of
American citizens in order to thwart
detection at workplaces, get driver’s 1i-
censes and obtain credit. Once a person
takes a job in the U.S., one of the first
things his employer will likely ask for
is his Social Security number. The in-
tegrity of the immigration system de-
pends on the genuineness of our efforts
to protect citizens from immigrant-re-
lated identity fraud. Identity theft pre-
vention and immigration enforcement
will be greatly enhanced by legislation
that permits the sharing of social secu-
rity data among agencies.

The Weld County Tax I.D. case is just
the tip of the iceberg. If more than
1,300 illegal immigrants can receive
more than $2.6 million in tax refunds
using stolen Social Security numbers
in a community of 100,000 people, how
many other cases exist throughout the
country? It adds insult to injury that a
legislative solution is easily within
reach of Congress.

I know we have a lot on our plate
this week, but I would ask the Senate
to act to close this loophole.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

—————

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS

ELIZABETH DOLE

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
I commend Senator ELIZABETH DOLE
for her dedicated work on behalf of
North Carolina in the Senate and her
decades of service to our Nation. In the
Senate she has worked hard to ensure
our veterans and servicemembers re-
ceive the benefits they have more than
earned. I was pleased to have her co-
sponsorship and support for my meas-
ure allowing servicemembers to termi-
nate cell phone contracts free of pen-
alties.

Senator DOLE has also demonstrated
a commitment to solving the most dif-
ficult crises in Africa, particularly in
Zimbabwe and Darfur. We both joined
with Senator CLINTON and Senator
LUGAR on legislation to assist
Zimbabweans in their efforts to pro-
mote democracy and human rights in
their country. I also welcomed Senator
DOLE’s support on a resolution con-
demning the recent flawed elections in
Zimbabwe. Her voice in the Senate on
these issues will be missed. I thank her
for her service to the Senate and the
people of North Carolina, and wish her
all the best for the future.
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GORDON SMITH

Mr. President, today I want to thank
Senator GORDON SMITH for his service
to the people of Oregon. During my
time on the Senate Foreign Relations
African Affairs Subcommittee I have
watched Senator SMITH fight ardently
for the President’s Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief that has saved countless
lives around the globe. His leadership
on legislation to fight HIV/AIDS and
other diseases has been vital to our ef-
forts to bring help to many African na-
tions.

I also applaud his work to pass the
Employment Non Discrimination Act,
which I was also pleased to cosponsor.
His efforts to end employment dis-
crimination based on sexual orienta-
tion represent an important step to-
ward ensuring equal rights for all
Americans.

Finally, I want to recognize Senator
SMITH’S work on legislation to require
health insurers to include mental
health benefits in their health insur-
ance coverage. This excellent example
of bipartisan cooperation, the Paul
Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental
Health Parity and Addiction Equity
Act, was made possible in part by the
commitment of Senator SMITH to en-
suring those suffering from mental ill-
ness have access to medical treatments
that will improve their quality of life.

Once again, I thank GORDON SMITH
for his dedication to the people of Or-
egon and the country while in the Sen-
ate, and I wish him all the best in the
future.

JOHN SUNUNU

Mr. President, today I want to take a
moment to recognize the service of
Senator JOHN SUNUNU during his time
here in the Senate. It has been a pleas-
ure to work with him on a wide range
of issues, from protecting the rights of
law-abiding Americans to strength-
ening our foreign policy toward Africa.

Senator SUNUNU has made many im-
portant contributions during his time
in this body, but his work to protect
the constitutional rights of innocent
Americans is certainly among the most
important. He recognizes that our gov-
ernment can wage an effective fight
against terrorism that still respects
our basic freedoms. Senator SUNUNU
has been a crucial voice on civil lib-
erties issues like reforming the PA-
TRIOT Act and Kkeeping tabs on gov-
ernment data mining efforts. I am
proud that we worked together on a
number of bills. Most recently, we in-
troduced legislation addressing the se-
rious misuse of the FBI’s national se-
curity letter authorities to obtain in-
formation about innocent people with-
out judicial review. We also success-
fully passed legislation last year re-
quiring Federal agencies to inform
Congress about the use and develop-
ment of the kind of government data
mining technologies that raise the
most serious privacy and efficacy con-
cerns. I will miss his voice on these
issues here in the Senate.

Finally, I want to recognize Senator
SUNUNU’s work on the Senate Foreign
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Relations Committee’s Africa Sub-
committee. I had the privilege of work-
ing side by side with him when he was
ranking member of that subcommittee,
and I saw firsthand his commitment to
ending devastating conflicts in Africa.
I deeply appreciate his commitment to
his work on Africa, and to so many
other issues during his service in the
Senate. I wish him all the best in the
future.
PETE DOMENICI

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I wish to
honor our distinguished colleague,
PETE DOMENICI, who will be ending his
historic Senate career at the end of
this Congress. For the past 32 years it
has been my privilege to serve with
PETE DOMENICI in the Senate. During
that time, he has epitomized devotion
to public service and to his State of
New Mexico. He will leave the Senate
having cast more votes than all but six
other Senators in the history of this
body. He is the longest serving Senator
in New Mexico’s history, and he rightly
occupies an iconic status in his home
State.

PETE DOMENICI experienced a modest
upbringing as the only son of first gen-
eration Italian immigrants. He secured
his first job after college as a pitcher
for the Albuquerque Dukes, then a
farm team for the Brooklyn Dodgers.
Following a stint as a teacher, PETE
won a seat on the Albuquerque City
Commission in 1966. The next year, we
both became mayors of our respective
cities: PETE served Albuquerque as I
served Indianapolis. After 6 years in
the Albuquerque City Hall, he became
the first Republican to win a Senate
seat from New Mexico in 38 years.

I entered the Senate in 1977, 4 years
after PETE. By that time, he already
was recognized as a leading Republican
authority on the budget process. I
looked to PETE as a mentor on the in-
tricacies of the Federal budget, and he
graciously tutored me on both sub-
stance and process. Year after year, as
the lead Republican on the Budget
Committee, PETE was indispensible as
floor manager of the budget resolution.
Frequently, when the Senate lost its
way during a difficult budget debate,
Senator DOMENICI functioned as a
touchstone to bring the debate back to
sober reflection and verifiable statis-
tics. I doubt the Senate will ever expe-
rience a leader who has a more detailed
command of the budget process and
who could explain it with greater clar-
ity.

It is telling that even though PETE
derived much annual power from his
roles as Budget chairman and Appro-
priations subcommittee chairman, this
status did not dissuade him from pro-
posing a reform idea that implicitly
would reduce his opportunities to exer-
cise this authority—namely a 2-year
budget cycle. I have always been im-
pressed by his embrace of this idea, and
his endorsement influenced my own
support for a 2-year budget process.
Senator DOMENICI’s advocacy went
against standard expectations that
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Members of Congress will protect their
own prerogatives even if their best
judgment tells them that reforms are
necessary. But PETE’s service in the
Senate was never based upon accruing
personal authority or maximizing his
notoriety.

I was extremely pleased that Senator
DOMENICI’s assiduous efforts over many
yvears were recently brought to fruition
with the passage and signature into
law of the Mental Health Parity Act.
PETE joined the late Senator Paul
Wellstone in promoting this bipartisan
legislation that will ensure that health
plans make mental health treatment
available for those in need. It will pro-
vide parity between health insurance
coverage of mental health benefits and
benefits for medical and surgical serv-
ices and help avert the development of
future physical problems that could
arise from untreated and increasingly
debilitating psychological illness.

I am especially sad to see PETE leave
because he has been an outstanding
partner in work to prevent nuclear pro-
liferation and to improve response to
attacks involving weapons of mass de-
struction. In concert with the efforts of
Senator Sam Nunn and myself to es-
tablish the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative
Threat Reduction Program at the De-
partment of Defense—which is aimed
at securing and destroying weapons of
mass destruction in the former Soviet
Union—Senator DOMENICI spearheaded
the expansion of the Energy Depart-
ment’s involvement in safeguarding
nuclear material. He also was an effec-
tive advocate for the role of our Na-
tional Laboratories in nonproliferation
work. Scientists from the National
Laboratories have been on the
frontlines of our engagement with the
brain trust of the Soviet nuclear pro-
gram. PETE understood the unique skill
set possessed by our laboratories, and
he made sure that they were well fund-
ed and authorized to implement numer-
ous nonproliferation projects. Senator
DOMENICI also joined with Senator
Nunn and me to pass the Nunn-Lugar-
Domenici Act of 1997. Long before Sep-
tember 11, 2001, this legislation was
working to improve the capabilities of
local and State first responders, espe-
cially with regard to weapons of mass
destruction attacks. The experience,
awareness, and structure established
by this program have been valuable to
our Nation’s post-9/11 homeland secu-
rity efforts.

The Senate will miss deeply Senator
DOMENICI’s experience displayed over 36
years. He will be remembered as a
workhorse able to shoulder the daily
burdens of a thousand details, but also
as a thoughtful observer who saw be-
yond the politics of the moment to pro-
vide perspective on the direction of our
country. I wish my good friend the best
as he leaves the Senate to experience
new adventures with his family.

CHUCK HAGEL

Mr. President, I wish to take this op-
portunity before the 110th Congress ad-
journs to honor our distinguished col-
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league and my good friend, CHUCK
HAGEL, who will be leaving the Senate
after 12 years of achievement.

Senator HAGEL has applied his esti-
mable talents to many of the most
critical areas of ©public policy.
Throughout his time in the Senate he
was a stalwart member of the Foreign
Relations Committee, where he became
one of the Senate’s experts on inter-
national affairs.

Upon CHUCK HAGEL’s arrival in the
Senate in 1996, he had already distin-
guished himself in service to his coun-
try. He was decorated for his service as
an infantryman in the U.S. Army dur-
ing the Vietnam war; He went on to ca-
reers as a congressional staffer, a dep-
uty administrator of the Veterans Ad-
ministration, and a successful busi-
nessman.

When CHUCK came to the Senate, it
was clear that his unique background
would be an asset to the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee. I encour-
aged him to join the committee and
was pleased that he did so. In the Sen-
ate, CHUCK embraced responsibility for
U.S. national security as few Senators
have in recent decades.

Senator HAGEL’s years in the Senate
will be remembered for his willingness
to challenge conventional wisdom and
his ability to see issues from multiple
perspectives. He has been a determined
advocate for an independent point of
view, but also a good listener who has
often forged compromises that bene-
fited our Nation.

For the last 9 years, CHUCK has sat
next to me through hundreds of For-
eign Relations Committee hearings and
meetings. I greatly enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to exchange ideas with him, to
compare perspectives on our witnesses,
and to develop common approaches to
problems. He was always candid and
thoughtful in both his public state-
ments and his private advice.

He understands that the world’s prob-

lems are our problems; that our eco-
nomic health is tied to the prosperity
of the rest of the industrialized world;
that the cleanliness of our environ-
ment is deeply affected by the environ-
ments of those even beyond our con-
tinent; and that our access to global
natural resources and energy supplies
depends on maintaining stable condi-
tions in some of the most volatile re-
gions on Earth. In a ‘“Memo to the Can-
didates” written last summer, he un-
derscored the interconnected nature of
our world, saying:
America’s long-term security interests are
directly connected to alliances, coalitions,
international institutions, and our standing
in the world. The next President will have to
reintroduce America to the world in order to
regain its trust in our purpose as well as our
power.

CHUCK contributed greatly in recent
years to the committee’s efforts to im-
prove our Government’s stabilization
and reconstruction capacity, to elevate
the priority of energy diplomacy, to fa-
cilitate NATO expansion, to reauthor-
ize the PEPFAR program, to prevent
the proliferation of weapons of mass
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destruction, and to safeguard the inter-
national environment.

I have greatly appreciated his per-
sonal friendship and thoughtful re-
membrances of events in my public and
private life. My entire office benefited
from his personal generosity in 2001
when the Senate endured the anthrax
attack. My staff and I were displaced
from our office for more than 3 months.
Senator HAGEL stepped forward and of-
fered us a large room in his suite in the
Russell Senate Office Building, which
became the nerve center of my Senate
office while we were displaced. Senator
HAGEL’s thoughtfulness allowed us to
continue operations during this dif-
ficult period.

I will greatly miss CHUCK’s presence
in the seat next to me at committee
hearings, and I know that the Senate
as a whole will miss his wisdom and
well-deserved reputation for humor.
But I have no doubts that he will en-
counter other opportunities to serve
the United States. His counsel on for-
eign and defense policy will be sought
out by Members of Congress and Presi-
dential administrations for many years
to come. I look forward to many in-
sightful conversations with my friend
and to witnessing all that he will
achieve in the future.

JOHN WARNER

Mr. President, I am pleased to join
with other Senators in honoring our
distinguished colleague, JOHN WARNER,
who will be retiring at the end of the
110th Congress. When he steps down,
Senator WARNER will have the distinc-
tion of being the second longest serving
Senator in Virginia’s history. He
stands as an example of the type of
temperament, foresight, and dedication
that the Founders envisioned when
they created the Senate. For the past
30 years it has been my privilege to
serve with JOHN WARNER. During that
time, we have shared a common com-
mitment to the national security of
the United States. We have worked to-
gether on innumerable issues, and I
have witnessed with admiration his
strong character, his intellectual inde-
pendence, and his unfailing devotion to
public service.

Even before JOHN was elected to the
United States Senate, he had distin-
guished himself in service to our coun-
try. He joined the U.S. Navy before his
18th birthday and went on to serve hon-
orably in World War II. After college
and before he was able to complete law
school, he returned to the military as
an Active Duty marine during the Ko-
rean conflict. After his service, JOHN
came home to complete law school.
Subsequently he worked as a Federal
prosecutor and private lawyer. Presi-
dent Nixon appointed JOHN to be Under
Secretary of the Navy, and he went on
to be Secretary of the Navy from 1972
to 1974. When he was elected to the
Senate in 1978, he was extremely well
prepared to take on the role of a Sen-
ator and to contribute greatly to the
national security of our Nation.

Senator WARNER has played a promi-
nent role in almost every major De-
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fense policy accomplishment of the
last three decades. In the Senate, he
has been a steadfast supporter of the
well-being of the American soldier,
sailor, and airman. I know that not a
day goes by that he does not devote
thought to how he can contribute to
improving our Armed Forces and mak-
ing our country more secure. It was a
special pleasure for me to have chaired
the Foreign Relations Committee dur-
ing a 4-year period from 2003 to 2007
when JOHN was chairing the Armed
Services Committee. I believe relations
between the two committees became
stronger during this time, as we co-
operated closely on arms control mat-
ters, policies toward Iraq and Afghani-
stan, arms sales, and many other mat-
ters.

My friendship with JOHN has been
strengthened by our mutual member-
ship in the Beta Theta Pi Fraternity,
and I was privileged to participate in
the awarding of Beta’s Oxford Cup to
Senator WARNER in April 2008. The
award ceremony and dinner took place
in the Foreign Relations Committee
hearing room, and this was a wonderful
opportunity for us to share experiences
with other Beta members.

It is difficult for me to imagine the
Senate without JOHN WARNER. He loves
this institution, and he derives great
satisfaction from both its collegial na-
ture and the daily opportunities Sen-
ators have to improve life in the
United States.

Senator WARNER leaves the Senate
after 30 years, having established a le-
gion of friendships and a memorable
legacy. We will miss his kindness, his
steadiness, and his unfailing confidence
in the United States. Even as we will
miss seeing our friend every day, we
know that JOHN will be blessed by the
opportunity to spend more time with
his family. I am sure that he will con-
tinue to serve the public, and I join the
Senate in wishing him all the best as
he moves on to new adventures.

PETE DOMENICI

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, the de-
parture of Senator PETE DOMENICI will
deprive the Senate of our foremost ex-
pert on energy and budget legislation,
For 36 years, I have enjoyed and
learned from PETE’s frequent presen-
tations in our Republican Senators’
caucus meetings.

His chairmanship of the Budget Com-
mittee during the Reagan administra-
tion led to sensible economies in Fed-
eral spending which have not since
been duplicated. If his comprehensive
ideas on energy had been followed, the
United States would long ago have
shed its dependence on foreign oil.

Through it all, PETE has been a most
congenial colleague. Always smiling,
always helping, PETE has constantly
been available to offer guidance to
Members not as well-versed on his
areas of specialty. Enormously popular
in New Mexico, it is understandable
why he is called ‘‘Saint Pete.”

Senator DOMENICI came to my rescue
when I was called upon to make the
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presentation at the Senate Wednesday
prayer breakfast after I had been a
member for a short period of time. I
chose to talk about a new edition of
the New Testament which had been
published by a friend, Irwin Borowsky
of Philadelphia. The text omitted all
references which might have been in-
terpreted to be critical of Jewish peo-
ple in connection with the crucifixion.

I made the point that these ref-
erences had caused young Jewish boys
to be beaten up in some communities
on Christian religious holidays moti-
vated by the anti-Jewish comments in
the Bible. My theme was sharply, real-
ly vehemently, opposed by some Sen-
ators at the breakfast. PETE DOMENICI
then supported my contention reciting
some of the barbs, insults and worse
which had been inflicted on Italians.

When PETE told me of his plan to re-
tire because he thought he was failing,
I urged him to make a full disclosure of
his medical condition to his constitu-
ents but to stay on. I told him of a con-
versation I had with Senator Paul
Tsongas in 1984 when Tsongas had an-
nounced his intent to retire because he
had lymphoma, as I recall it. Since the
medical evidence suggested Paul might
well serve out his term, I urged him to
stay on, leaving the voters to decide
after making full disclosure as to his
medical condition. Paul Tsongas felt
otherwise and elected to leave. He not
only could have served his full term
through 1990 but then became a can-
didate for the Democratic nomination
for the Presidency in 1992. After telling
him about the Tsongas situation, PETE
stuck by his decision. In recent days,
Senator DOMENICI has looked stronger
than ever but I totally respect his deci-
sion, saying only that we will miss him
very much.

JOHN WARNER

Senator JOHN WARNER'’S retirement is
a great loss to the Senate. He brought
to this body in 30 years of service wit,
wisdom and gallantry. An old-style
Southern gentleman, Senator WARNER
held a unique position as the Senate
squire. His experience in military mat-
ters going back to his sailor days in
World War II, to Secretary of the Navy
in 1972, and Chairmanship of the Armed
Services Committee, made him a pre-
eminent figure in the Department of
Defense legislation. When Senator
WARNER made a recommendation on
defense matters, his word carried great
weight.

Some of my fondest recollections of
JOHN WARNER come from the squash
court where we regularly engaged until
he said his knees wouldn’t take the
twists or turns any longer although he
continued to be an avid tennis player.
In a squash match more than 20 years
ago, I sustained a serious gash under
my left eye requiring six stitches for
closure. At that time, I had read about
a Washington hockey player who sus-
tained an eye injury but came back im-
mediately to play with headgear and a
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plastic cover over the face. I secured
one the same day of my injury and was
back on the squash court the next day.

JOHN claims responsibility, perhaps,
credit for inflicting the wound. Memo-
ries fade after a couple of decades, but
my recollection is that Senator Bob
Packwood was the malefactor, al-
though I never challenged JOHN’s reci-
tation because he seemed to enjoy it so
much.

Some of our longest discussions oc-
curred in the Senate gym where we
would talk while awaiting our turn on
the massage table. He would always
say we came at about the same time al-
though he was precise to assert his 2
years’ seniority.

Senator WARNER was a help to me
even before I became a Senator when
he and his new bride, Elizabeth Taylor,
were the star attractions at a fund-
raiser for me in New York City.

Senator George Mitchell tells an in-
teresting story about Senator WARNER.
Senator Mitchell recalls a filibuster
where cots were set up in the Senate
Marble Room where Mitchell was feel-
ing sorry for himself about giving up a
lifetime appointment as a Federal
judge then becoming a Senator and
wasn’t too happy about the all-night
sessions. As George put it, he was
stumbling his way through the cots
during the 1980 filibuster all-nighter
when he stumbled across newly wed
JOHN WARNER snoring on one of the
cots. George commented that JOHN was
giving up more than he was so it wasn’t
so bad after all.

My speculation is that Senator WAR-
NER will be called back for more public
service because he still has a lot of
vim, vigor and vitality, but we will
sorely miss him in the Senate.

LARRY CRAIG

LARRY CRAIG has made significant
contributions to the Senate during his
three terms. He has been a leader on
energy, agriculture policy and veterans
affairs. During the debate on immigra-
tion, he was a forceful spokesman for a
guest farm workers program. When we
next take up important subjects, his
leadership will be missed,

I worked with him closely on vet-
erans affairs where he chaired that
committee after I moved from chair-
man there to chair the Judiciary Com-
mittee. His leadership on a Codel to the
World War II battlefields in France
over Memorial Day 2006 was particu-
larly noteworthy. Our visits to U.S.
cemeteries in France and inspection of
the Normandy beaches were memo-
rable.

I was glad to see LARRY finish out his
full third term after the incident at the
Minneapolis airport. When I heard the
recording of the police officer’s ques-
tioning him, I immediately thought
that there was insufficient evidence of
wrongful conduct. I heard the reports
that he planned to resign at the end of
September 2006 and called him to sug-
gest that he modify his public state-
ment to allow for reconsideration of
that decision. He did so, and as the
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record shows, his legal challenges well
within his rights, enabled him to stay
through the conclusion of the 110th
Congress.

Since that event, he has weathered
the storm, conducted himself with dig-
nity on his official duties and made a
real contribution to the Senate. It was
definitely in the interests of his Idaho
constituents and the Senate for him to
stay on and complete his term.

CHUCK HAGEL

Senator CHUCK HAGEL’s intellectu-
alism and independence will be sorely
missed in the Senate. CHUCK HAGEL’s
service in Vietnam, where he earned
military decorations and honors in-
cluding two Purple Hearts, has given
him special standing on key defense
issues. With that background, he en-
joys a sort of immunity from a charge
of being soft on defense and his views
are more closely followed.

Senator HAGEL will be especially
missed by the few Republican mod-
erates who were encouraged by his
independence.

My sense is that CHUCK HAGEL will
stay in public life in one form or an-
other, but I would have preferred to
have seen him stay in the Senate to
promote the resurgence of moderation
within the Republican ranks and bipar-
tisanship extending across the aisle for
important legislation.

WAYNE ALLARD

The Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, as well as the Senate generally,
will miss Senator WAYNE ALLARD.
WAYNE has been a strong voice for fis-
cal responsibility. His background as a
veterinarian has provided an inter-
esting dimension beyond members who
have legal, business, or academic back-
grounds.

Senator ALLARD has led by example,
demonstrating his frugality by return-
ing more than $4 million in unspent of-
fice funds to the U.S. Treasury since
being elected to Congress. In retiring
after two terms, he has stuck by his
commitment on term limits. My per-
sonal preference would have been for
WAYNE to stay on because, building on
his experience, he would have made ad-
ditional significant contributions to
the benefit of his State, Colorado, and
the Nation.

GORDON SMITH

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, when a
departing colleague has been a strong
working partner as well as a friend,
saying good-bye is not easy. I have had
the pleasure of serving on several com-
mittees with GORDON SMITH over the
course of his career. We have sat across
the dais from each other at the Budget
Committee, the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee, and the Finance Committee.

I am proud of what Senator SMITH
and I have been able to accomplish in
promoting savings and capital preser-
vation for people in their retirement
years. He recognized a long time ago
that the sooner workers begin saving
for retirement—and the longer they
sustain that commitment—the better
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off they and their families will be when
they have to depend on those savings.

The successes we enjoyed in getting
some of our ideas included in the Pen-
sion Protection Act of 2006 led to more
ambitious proposals to address the spe-
cial retirement savings and income
needs of women and older workers. And
GORDON SMITH was the first to join the
effort to promote lifetime income in-
struments as a response to longevity
advances, which constitute the great-
est threat to the retirement income se-
curity of the baby boom generation.

In view of the economic situation the
country now faces, the efforts that
Senator SMITH and I began must con-
tinue. I sincerely regret that he will
not be my primary partner on this
agenda in the 111th Congress. I cer-
tainly hope that he will continue to
use his influence and intelligence to
keep the focus on this clear national
priority.

Finally, I want to salute Senator
SMITH for the character of his service
to his State, this body, and to the Na-
tion. He is the kind of deliberate, open-
minded, and thoughtful public servant
the Founders must have had in mind
when they conceived the Senate. We
will truly miss this distinguished gen-
tleman from Oregon.

ELIZABETH DOLE

Mr. President, I rise today to ac-
knowledge my colleague from North
Carolina, Senator ELIZABETH DOLE,
who will be leaving this body after
serving the people of North Carolina
for the past 6 years.

Senator DOLE and I have had the op-
portunity to work together on various
issues important to the future of our
nation. Senator DOLE has been a strong
advocate for the interests of not only
her State, but the U.S. in general.

For example, just recently, Senator
DoOLE and I worked together to pursue
a more sustainable energy policy for
our country. One of our goals was to
transition new vehicles to an alter-
native source of energy by 2020 and re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil.
This commitment to improving the na-
tion is what defined Senator DOLE’s
tenure in the Senate.

Senator DOLE has also been active on
agricultural issues. Because both of our
States have a strong agricultural sec-
tor in our economy, this issue is very
important to our constituents. From
her time on the Senate Agricultural
Committee early in her Senate career
through the farm bill recently, Senator
DOLE has consistently looked out for
the North Carolina farming community
and the farming industry itself.

Senator DOLE has had a long career
of public service. She served as Sec-
retary of Transportation under Presi-
dent Reagan and Secretary of Labor
under President George H.W. Bush.
This gave her the distinction of being
the first woman to serve in two dif-
ferent Cabinet positions during two dif-
ferent administrations. She also served
as the president of the American Red
Cross, heading one of the largest hu-
manitarian organizations in the world.
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This list of accomplishments under-
scores Senator DOLE’s commitment to
serving the public at large.

Again, I have appreciated the oppor-
tunity to work with Senator DOLE and
wish her well as she leaves the Senate.

———

BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I rise to
submit to the Senate the budget
scorekeeping report for fiscal year 2008
prepared by the Congressional Budget
Office pursuant to section 308(b) and in
aid of section 311 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, as amended. This is
my final report for fiscal year 2008.

This report shows the effects of con-
gressional action through October 1,
2008. Since my last report, dated Sep-
tember 12, 2008, the Congress has
cleared and the President has signed
P.L. 110-329, the Consolidated Security,
Disaster Assistance, and Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2009. The esti-
mates of budget authority, outlays,
and revenues used in this report are
consistent with the technical and eco-
nomic assumptions of S. Con. Res. 70,
the 2009 budget resolution.

The estimates show that current
level spending is below the budget reso-
lution by $5.2 billion for budget author-
ity and $2.4 billion for outlays while
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current level revenues are above the
budget resolution by $3 billion.

I ask unanimous consent that the
letter and accompanying tables from
CBO be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008.
Hon. KENT CONRAD,
Chairman, Committee on the Budget,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The enclosed report
shows the effects of Congressional action on
the fiscal year 2009 budget and is current
through October 1, 2008. This report is sub-
mitted under section 308(b) and in aid of sec-
tion 311 of the Congressional Budget Act, as
amended.

The estimates of budget authority, out-
lays, and revenues are consistent with the
technical and economic assumptions of S.
Con. Res. 70, the Concurrent Resolution on
the Budget for Fiscal Year 2009, as approved
by the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives.

Since my last letter, dated September 11,
2008, the Congress has cleared and the Presi-
dent has signed the Consolidated Security,
Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appro-
priations Act, 2009 (Public Law 110-329). Divi-
sion B of the act provided $22.9 billion for
disaster relief and recovery for 2008; the en-
tire amount was designated as an emergency
requirement pursuant to section 204(a) of S.
Con. Res. 21. Amounts so designated are ex-
empt from enforcement of the budget resolu-
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tion. As a result, the enclosed current level
report excludes these amounts (see footnote
2 of Table 2 of the report).
Sincerely,
ROBERT A. SUNSHINE
(For Peter R. Orszag, Director).
Enclosure.

TABLE 1.—SENATE CURRENT LEVEL REPORT FOR SPEND-
ING AND REVENUES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008, AS OF
OCTOBER 1, 2008

[In billions of dollars]

Current
Budget res- Current level over/
olution ! level 2 under (—)
resolution
ON-BUDGET
Budget Authority 2,456.2 2,451.0 —52
Outlays ..... 2,437.8 2,435.3 —24
Revenues .. 1,875.4 1,878.4 3.0
OFF-BUDGET
Social Security Outlays?3 ... 463.7 463.7 0.0
Social Security Revenues .. 666.7 666.7 0.0

1S. Con. Res. 70, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year
2009, assumed $108.1 billion in budget authority and $28.9 billion in out-
lays for overseas deployment and related activities. The Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 2008 (P.L. 110-252) designated funding for these activities
as an emergency requirement, pursuant to section 204(a) of S. Con. Res.
21, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2008. Such
emergency amounts are exempt from the enforcement of S. Con. Res. 70.
Since current level totals exclude the emergency requirements enacted in
P.L. 110-252 (see footnote 2 of table 2), budget authority and outlay totals
specified in S. Con. Res. 70 have also been reduced for purposes of com-
parison.

2Current level is the estimated effect on revenue and spending of all leg-
islation, excluding amounts designated as emergency requirements (see
footnote 2 of table 2), that the Congress has enacted or sent to the Presi-
dent for his approval. In addition, full-year funding estimates under current
law are included for entitlement and mandatory programs requiring annual
appropriations, even if the appropriations have not been made.

3Excludes administrative expenses of the Social Security Administration,
which are off-budget, but are appropriated annually.

SOURCE: Congressional Budget Office.

TABLE 2.—SUPPORTING DETAIL FOR THE CURRENT LEVEL REPORT FOR ON-BUDGET SPENDING AND REVENUES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008, AS OF OCTOBER 1, 2008

[In millions of dollars]

Budget authority Outlays Revenues
Previously Enacted !

R n.a. na. 1,879,400
Permanents and other ding legislation 1,441,010 1,394,887 n.a.
Appropriation legislation 1,604,649 1,635,118 n.a.
Offsetting receipts —596,805 — 596,805 n.a.
Total, Previously enacted 2,448,854 2,433,200 1,879,400

Enacted this session:
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 (P.L. 110-252) 2 0 7 0
Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-275) 1,942 1,924 1
Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-289)2 203 203 —968
Higher Education Opportunity Act (P.L. 110-315) -10 0 0
2,135 2,134 —967
Total Current Level 234 2,450,989 2,435,334 1,878,433
Total Budget Resolution ® 2,564,237 2,466,678 1,875,401
Adjustment to the budget resolution for emergency requirements 6 — 108,056 —28,901 n.a.
Adjusted Budget Resolution 2,456,181 2,431,777 1,875,401
Current Level Over Budget Resolution na. n.a. 3,032
Current Level Under Budget Resolution 5,192 2,443 n.a.

SOURCE: Congressional Budget Office.
Note: n.a. = not applicable; P.L. = Public Law.

LIncludes the following acts that affect budget authority, outlays, or revenues, and were cleared by the Congress during this session, but before the adoption of S. Con. Res. 70, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year
2009: National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (P.L. 110-181), Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-185), Andean Trade Preference Extension Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-191), Ensuring Continued Access to Student Loans
Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-227), Consolidated Natural Resources Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-229), Strategic Petroleum Reserve Fill Suspension and Consumer Protection Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-232), Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (P.L.
110-234), SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-244), and Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-245).

2Pursuant to section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 21, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2008, provisions designated as emergency requirements are exempt from enforcement of the budget resolution. The amounts so
designated for fiscal year 2008, which are not included in the current level total, are as follows:

Budget authority Outlays Revenues
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 (P.L. 110-252) 115,808 35,350 n.a.
Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-289) 4,106 187 n.a.
Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (P.L. 110-329) 22,859 0 n.a.
142,773 35,537 na.

3For purposes of enforcing section 311 of the Congressional Budget Act in the Senate, the budget resolution does not include budget authority, outlays, or revenues for off-budget amounts. As a result, current level excludes these items.

4The scoring for P.L. 110-318, an act to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to restore the Highway Trust Fund, does not change current level totals. P.L. 110-318 appropriated approximately $8 billion to the Highway Trust Fund.
The enactment of this bill followed an announcement by the Secretary of Transportation on September 5, 2008, of an interim policy to slow down payments to states from the Highway Trust Fund. The Congressional Budget Office estimates
that P.L. 110-318 will reverse this policy and restore payments to states at levels already assumed in current level. Thus, no change is required.

5Periodically, the Senate Committee on the Budget revises the totals in S. Con. Res. 70, pursuant to various provisions of the resolution:

Budget authority Outlays Revenues

Original Budget Resolution 2,563,262 2,465,711 1,875,392
Revisions:

For the Strategic Petroleum Reserve Fill Suspension and Consumer Protection Act of 2008 (SPR Act) (section 323(d)) —950 —950 0

For the Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 2008 (Heroes Act) (section 323(d)) 0 0 8

For adjustment to debt service for the SPR and Heroes acts (section 323(d)) -7 -1 0

For the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (sections 221(f) and 227) 1,942 1,924 1

For the Higher Education Opportunity Act (section 222) —10 0 0
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Budget authority Outlays Revenues

2,564,237 2,466,678 1,875,401

63, Con. Res. 70 assumed $108,056 million in budget authority and $28,901 million in outlays for overseas deployment and related activities. The Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 (P.L. 110-252) designated funding for these ac-
tivities as an emergency requirement, pursuant to 'section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 21. Such emergency amounts are exempt from the enforcement of S. Con. Res. 70. Since current level totals exclude the emergency requirements enacted in
P.L. 110-252 (see footnote 2), budget authority and outlay totals specified in S. Con. Res. 70 have been reduced for purposes of comparison.

SOURCE: Congressional Budget Office.
Note: n.a. = not applicable; P.L. = Public Law.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES
CORPORAL SCOTT DIMOND

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Cpl Scott Dimond of
Franklin, NH. On Monday, October 13,
2008, Corporal Dimond was tragically
taken from us when his vehicle struck
an improvised explosive device and his
patrol was engaged in small-arms at-
tack in Kandahar, Afghanistan. My
deepest sympathy, condolences, and
prayers go out to Scott’s family and
loved ones who have suffered this
grievous loss. At 39 nine years old,
Scott will always be remembered as a
dedicated citizen who consistently put
others before himself.

Scott enlisted in the U.S. Marine

Corps during his senior year in high
school but was medically discharged
after a serious football injury. Still de-
termined to serve his fellow citizens,
Scott began a career in law enforce-
ment. He served 18 years with the
Franklin Police Department, retiring
in 2006 as a sergeant. Upon his retire-
ment, Scott’s unwavering determina-
tion to serve others remained. He en-
listed in the New Hampshire National
Guard while working toward a degree
as a registered nurse, enabling Scott to
assist others in a new way—the health
care profession. To any observer,
Scott’s professional pursuits will for-
ever echo selflessness, sacrifice, and
patriotism, and for that, we are eter-

nally grateful.
As a member of an embedded tactical

training team, there is no doubt that
Scott’s law enforcement background
and his willingness to help others suc-
cessfully contributed to the mentoring
and strengthening of the Afghan army
and police force, accelerating the even-
tual return of American military per-
sonnel from the battlefield. Consistent
with the rest of his life, Scott rou-
tinely put his country and his fellow
soldiers before himself. Because of his
devotion and sense of duty, the safety
and liberty of countless Americans is
more secure. Unquestionably, Scott is
a shining example of the highest cal-
iber of person that New Hampshire, and
this country, can produce. We are hon-
ored to speak of his contributions, spir-
it, and dedication. In the words of Dan-
iel Webster—‘what a man does for oth-
ers, not what they do for him, gives
him immortality.” May God bless Cpl
Scott Dimond, his family, and all those
who are currently serving in uniform.
————
PROTECTIVE FORESTS AND
WILDLIFE IN SUMATRA

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to
take a moment to call attention to the
recent action of the Government of In-
donesia to preserve the endangered

rain forests an ecosystems of Sumatra.
On October 10, 2008, the Indonesian

Government, in cooperation with the

World Wildlife Fund, WWF, announced
an agreement between the 10 provincial
governors of Sumatra to protect bio-
diversity on the world’s sixth largest
island. Although long overdue, this is
an important first step towards con-
servation of a unique habitat at a crit-
ical time.

Sumatra is the only place on Earth
where tigers, elephants, rhinos, and
orangutans co-exist. It has also gained
a reputation for having lost almost
half of its natural forest cover since
1985. The rapid expansion of palm oil
and pulpwood plantations, as well as
rampant illegal logging, have been
largely to blame. These activities have
contributed to the precipitous decline
in numbers of these endangered spe-
cies, whose habitat has become a
patchwork of disconnected small par-
cels of forest.

This action to protect the forests is
important not only for Indonesia but
for the rest of the world. Thirteen per-
cent of Indonesia’s remaining forests
grow on peat soil, which emits large
amounts of carbon dioxide into the at-
mosphere when trees are felled. Fur-
ther destruction of these forests will
contribute to global warming at a time
when we should be doing everything
possible to reduce greenhouse gases.

This agreement represents a signifi-
cant change of attitude and policy, for
which President Yudhoyono and his
government deserve credit. Imple-
menting the agreement will be dif-
ficult, requiring additional resources
for alternative economic opportunities
for people living in these areas, and for
enforcement, and I urge the U.S. Agen-
cy for International Development and
other donors to support it.

———

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE
CORPORATION

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as Chair-
man of the State and Foreign Oper-
ations Subcommittee, I want to take a
moment to speak about the budget of
the Millennium Challenge Corporation,
MCC.

The fiscal year 2009 State and For-
eign Operations bill, reported by the
Appropriations Committee on July 18,
2008, recommends $254 million for the
MCC. Since this is substantially less
than the $2 billion requested by the
President, it was predictable that the
Senate committee’s action would cause
concerns among the MCC and many of
its supporters, as well as governments
that seek MCC funding. Those concerns
have been expressed and I want to ad-
dress them briefly today. While dif-
ferences are inevitable in the legisla-
tive process, it is important that such
differences not be based on a misunder-
standing or confusion about the facts.

During the past several months, I
have heard that some of those who

have complained about the Senate
committee’s action have suggested
that it was motivated by an antipathy
towards the MCC and a desire to close
it down or dramatically curtail its
functions. That is incorrect.

To begin with, we have commended
the MCC for what it has accomplished
since its inception 4 years ago. Several
compacts are beginning to show tan-
gible results, including the implemen-
tation of agriculture, infrastructure
and other projects. Ambassador John
Danilovich, the MCC’s CEO, has been a
strong leader at a critical time, and I
commend him as well as deputy CEO
Rodney Bent. They have both done a
fine job of representing the MCC, both
here and abroad.

Earlier this year, when the sub-
committee was dividing up funds allo-
cated to State and Foreign Operations,
we faced many difficult choices. Our
fiscal year 2009 allocation was $2 billion
below the President’s budget request,
and the President underfunded or failed
to fund many critical programs of in-
terest to both Democrats and Repub-
licans. For example, he cut funding for
family planning/reproductive health by
over $100 million below the fiscal year
2008 level. He cut the U.S. contribution
to the global fund to fight AIDS, TB
and malaria by $350 million. He short-
changed humanitarian relief programs,
peacekeeping, democracy programs,
environment and energy programs.
There are many other examples.

We also considered the fact that Con-
gress had appropriated $7.5 billion for
the MCC, and by July 18 only $235 mil-
lion had been disbursed of which a sig-
nificant portion was for administrative
expenses. While we made clear that we
were not advocating faster disburse-
ments, we do not support additional
compacts until more of the funds we
have already appropriated produce sus-
tainable results.

Many compacts were slow getting off
of the ground, in some cases because
the MCC rightly insisted that govern-
ments make further refinements, or be-
cause the contracting process took
longer than expected. These kinds of
delays are predictable and do not re-
flect poorly on the MCC. Unfortu-
nately, I have heard that some MCC
personnel in country are being urged to
disburse funds more quickly. As we
have said before, this is not our intent,
particularly if it risks short-cutting
procurement guidelines or other safe-
guards, or otherwise negatively affects
the quality of implementation of com-
pacts.

I do not know what the optimal rate

of disbursement is for the MCC. It may
be disbursing funds at the right rate.
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By pointing out the rate of disburse-
ment the committee has simply sought
to explain why, in part, we are unable
to support hundreds of millions of dol-
lars for new compacts when compacts
that are several years old have only
disbursed a fraction of their funds.
More time is required to review the ef-
fectiveness of the 18 compacts that al-
ready exist. I am told that the MCC’s
board of directors will meet in Decem-
ber to discuss which additional coun-
tries will be eligible to apply for com-
pact funding in fiscal year 2009. Since
we will not have a final fiscal year 2009
funding level for the MCC until late
January at the earliest, I urge board
members to act judiciously and to keep
in mind that eligibility does not assure
that a compact will be funded.

The many competing demands placed
on the State and Foreign Operations
Appropriations bill will only increase
over the next few years, given the glob-
al financial crisis, which will have di-
rect and indirect consequences for the
world’s poorest countries. We also ex-
pect to be asked to increase funding for
international HIV/AIDS programs due
to the recent PEPFAR reauthorization.

The MCC is a new and innovative
form of assistance, and we want it to
succeed. I was involved in drafting the
authorizing legislation that established
the MCC, and I have said many times
that I strongly support the concept of
providing governments with incentives
to combat corruption, improve govern-
ance, and address the basic needs of
their people. If the MCC shows that it
can achieve the results we all want, it
could become a model for other forms
of foreign assistance.

But we cannot ignore other pressing
short-term and long-term needs. Some
have claimed that not providing an-
other billion dollars for the MCC in fis-
cal year 2009 will delay progress toward
long-term development goals. I would
argue that funding to address the acute
personnel shortages at the Department
of State and USAID, which the Presi-
dent’s budget largely ignores, is a pri-
ority for effective U.S. diplomacy and
development assistance programs now
and in the future.

It is also notable that a number of
governments that were awarded com-
pacts are not performing as expected.
According to the 2009 Country Score-
card Index, 5 of the 8 MCC lower middle
income countries that have compacts
have failed 8 of 17 indicators. Simi-
larly, with the reports of systemic
voter fraud in the recent Nicaraguan
elections, I am concerned that Presi-
dent Ortega’s government may have
jeopardized the MCC compact in that
country.

The future of the MCC is now up to
the Obama administration, and I ex-
pect President-elect Obama will ex-
plore all options for how the MCC
should by managed and implemented,
as he will for other Federal programs.
However, before major adjustments, if
any, take place, Congress has to finish
the remaining fiscal year 2009 spending
bills.
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Senator GREGG and I will be working
with our colleagues in the House.
There are several areas in the State
and Foreign Operations bill where the
Senate and House positions differ, and
the MCC is one obvious example. Until
then, I would encourage those who care
about the MCC, as many of us do, to
focus on ensuring that funds already
appropriated are used effectively.

——
TRIBUTE TO BOB MILLER
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise

today to recognize the great achieve-
ments of a wonderful Vermont busi-

nessman, Bob Miller, president of
R.E.M. Development Company in
Williston.

Bobby started R.E.M. Development
in 1984, and over the last quarter cen-
tury, the company has grown to be-
come one of Vermont’s largest com-
mercial real estate developers. While it
is hard to travel around Vermont with-
out running into one of Bobby’s
projects, his lifelong commitment to
bettering his community is both admi-
rable and commendable.

Bobby recently received two special
awards for his outstanding business
practices and devotion to the commu-
nity. Citing ‘‘their determination, suc-
cess, and philanthropy,” the Lake
Champlain Regional Chamber of Com-
merce honored R.E.M. Development as
its 2008 Liarge Business of the Year. In
addition, saying that Bobby ‘‘typifies
the true spirit of service and self-sac-
rifice in representing the finest ideals
of Vermont citizenship,”” the Vermont
Chamber of Commerce presented him
with its 2008 Citizen of the Year Award.
I congratulate Bobby and R.E.M. De-
velopment for both of these well-de-
served achievements.

I ask unanimous consent to have a
November 17, 2008, Burlington Free
Press article about Bobby Miller’s suc-
cessful career printed in the RECORD so
all Senators can read about a pros-
perous Vermont businessman who con-
tinually gives back to his community.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Burlington Free Press, Monday,

Nov. 17, 2008]
MILLER IS A BUILDER AND A GIVER
(By Adam Silverman)

WILLISTON.—Just about anybody can cre-
ate and run a thriving business when times
are good. When the economic outlook is
gloomier, though, success requires more
careful planning and management.

That’s both a piece of advice from and a
guiding philosophy for Bob Miller, president
of Williston-based R.E.M Development Co., a
24-year-old company that builds and leases
commercial real estate. Even with recession
fears spreading, Miller said business is flour-
ishing.

“There is always demand,” he said last
week while sitting behind his granite-topped
desk at an industrial park he owns on Ave-
nue D. “I don’t think there’s a good time or
a bad time to go into business. Either you
have a business plan that’s going to work, or
it’s not. Anyone can make it in good times.”’
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Outside, cars, trucks, big rigs and package-
delivery vans frequented the businesses that
rent space in his buildings. The park rep-
resents just a fraction of the 2 million square
feet of real estate R.E.M rents, a total that
makes the company ‘‘the region’s largest
commercial industrial developer of manufac-
turing, distribution, warehouse, and flex
space,’”’ it boasts on its Web site.

Miller, 73, of Burlington, whose initials

compose his company’s acronym, incor-
porates another component into his philos-
ophy: the need for philanthropy, for busi-
nesses to give back to their communities. He
has donated money and construction services
to hospitals, exposition centers and youth
recreational facilities, among many others.
Miller and his wife, Holly, give what they
call the ‘“‘three Ts”’—time, talent and treas-
ure.
“It’s kind of fun to take on one of these
projects and stand back and say, ‘We really
helped this neighborhood,’”’ Miller said. ‘“‘It’s
a great way to get your name out. There are
rewards for philanthropy. People Kknow
you’re out in the community giving back
and not just taking, taking, taking. That’s
not why we do it—we do it because we want
to—but there is that relationship in getting
involved.”

Those components of Miller’s work, the
successful company and the devotion to phi-
lanthropy, led to two awards he received last
week.

The Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of
Commerce honored R.E.M Development on
Tuesday as its large business of the year, cit-
ing Miller and the company for ‘‘their deter-
mination, success, and philanthropy.”” Three
days later, the Vermont Chamber of Com-
merce presented Miller its Citizen of the
Year Award, also championing his business
acumen and his good works.

Miller ‘“‘typifies the true spirit of service
and self-sacrifice in representing the finest
ideals of Vermont citizenship,”” the Vermont
Chamber says on its Web site. ‘“‘His commit-
ment to the prosperity of the people and
businesses in Vermont reaches statewide.”

Among Miller’s projects is Burlington’s
Gosse Court Armory, an old National Guard
facility the military donated to the city in
2005 for transformation into a community
center.

The city approached Miller about a poten-
tial contribution after budget estimates ex-
ceeded available resources. Miller looked at
the plans, said he could do the work for
$500,000 less than the $1.3 million estimate,
and agreed to serve as general contractor.
Later he wrote a check for $100,000.

“It’s really extraordinary to have a devel-
oper with his skills and expertise step for-
ward to do this for his community,” the
city’s chief administrative officer, Jonathan
Leopold, said earlier this year.

Sitting in his office last week, Miller field-
ed a phone call from a construction worker
at the armory. Without referring to any
plans or drawings, Miller helped solve an en-
gineering challenge from memory, delivering
precise instructions. Then he drew a sketch
on a blank sheet of paper to help an observer
understand the issue: the alignment of bas-
ketball hoops and the configuration of lines
on the gymnasium floor.

Miller’s talent for drawing and engineering
came naturally, he said. A Rutland native,
Miller thought during high school he wanted
to be a mechanic, but after graduation he
turned toward engineering. His first job was
as a draftsman.

He moved to Burlington in 1959 and helped
draft electrical plans for the University of
Vermont’s library and Burlington High
School; because the money wasn’t great, Mil-
ler also tended bar, he said. In 1972 he started
New England Air Systems, which he ran for
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a dozen years, and then he sold it to the em-
ployees and created the company he con-
tinues to run—with 12-hour days during the
week and seven hours on Saturdays.

‘““One of my philosophies is, you’ve got to
make money or you're not going to be in
business,”” he said. I love the business. I
love the challenge of negotiating. I'm fierce-
ly competitive. I may not look that way, but
I'm a highly competitive guy. But I'm not a
sore loser, either.”

Miller is especially happy to see businesses
“grow with us,” starting out small and ex-
panding as their success increases. R.E.M
Development, which Miller runs with his
son, Tim, is devoted to helping its tenants,
but expects serious effort in return, Miller
said.

“We try to help people get started. I'm a
great advocate of the underdog, because
that’s where I came from,” he said. ‘“We
want people to make a profit, but they’ve
got to work for it, as we do.”

Businesses first must craft a solid, well-re-
searched, thorough, realistic business plan,
Miller suggested. Then they must forge rela-
tionships with customers and with vendors,
and develop and maintain a positive reputa-
tion. That’s helped Miller thrive.

“When we really need a product, we can
get that product,” he said, referring to crit-
ical building components. ‘‘People know
they will get paid. We don’t cry wolf every
day, but we do cry wolf from time to time.”

Last, and sometimes of special importance,
is for an owner to be able to abandon an un-
successful venture, as he did with a portable-
storage project he launched just before 9/11,
even though a stigma can be attached, Miller
said.

“If you’re successful, everyone thinks
you're a genius. If you fail they think you’'re
a schmuck,” he said. ‘“‘Don’t fall in love with
’em. Drop ’em if it doesn’t work. You have to
be a realist.”

Regardless of the situation, Miller encour-
ages other business owners to give back. He
likes to quote fellow Vermont philanthropist
J. Warren McClure, who died in 2004: “‘If you
can’t give a dollar, you’ll never give a hun-
dred.”

““Give what you can,” Miller said. ‘“We
have an obligation. There are many, many,
many needs. And you can have a lot of fun
doing it.”

————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I wanted
to take this opportunity to share with
my colleagues an especially poignant
and meaningful column that appeared
in the Boston Herald last week by
Wayne Woodlief honoring the efforts
Senator EDWARD M. KENNEDY has made
to enact legislation to provide health
care for all Americans—and looking
forward to his leadership on this issue.
As Senator KENNEDY recently said ‘It
is painfully obvious that our health
care system costs Americans too much,
costs employers too much, denies too
much needed care and leaves out too
many Americans.” He is right. We need
to take immediate action next year to
reform our health care system. I look
forward to working with Senator KEN-
NEDY to enact broad reform of our
health care system to help every Amer-
ican gain access to high-quality, af-
fordable health care.

I ask unanimous consent to have the
column to which I referred, printed in
the RECORD.
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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

BARACK OBAMA, LISTEN TO DR. TED
(By Wayne Woodlief)

Now’s the time for President-elect Obama
and Congress to seize the moment and enact
health care for all Americans. ASAP.

Sen. is pressing a new strategy—shaped in
bipartisan meetings—for one consensus bill
that can be moved swiftly through the Sen-
ate and the House, perhaps even in Obama’s
first 100 days.

Kennedy has courted and listened to allies
on both sides of the aisle. Sen. Mike Enzi (R—
Wyo.), ranking Republican on the Health
Care Committee that Kennedy chairs, is
working with Teddy. And Senate Finance
Chairman Max Baucus (D-Mont.) weighed in
this week with his own ideas on health care;
ideas that look a lot like Kennedy’s and like
the Massachusetts universal coverage law
that Teddy touts as a national model.

Kennedy said Baucus’ White Paper ‘‘brings
us closer to our goal.” Especially since the
finance committee has to find a way to pay
for a law that would cost billions, yet help
tens of millions of struggling citizens, many
without jobs now, pay their health care bills.

That is different from the early 1990s when
then-Chairman Daniel Patrick Moynihan’s
opposition doomed health care reform cham-
pioned by Kennedy and the Clintons.

And Obama—though treading carefully—
said recently that health reform is ‘‘priority
number three,” right after the economy and
energy independence, adding, ‘I think the
time is right to do it.”

Amen. Passage of universal health care
would be the capstone on Kennedy’s legacy.
And Obama owes him. The passing of the
Kennedy torch to Obama by Teddy and niece
Caroline just before Super Tuesday was a
turning point in Obama’s path to the presi-
dency. He also owes it even more to all those
people to whom he promised relief.

In last Sunday’s Washington Post, Ken-
nedy wrote, ‘it is no longer just patients de-
manding change. Businesses, doctors and
even many insurance companies are demand-
ing it ... The cost will be substantial, but the
need for reform is too great to be deflected
or delayed.”

For those who would say, ‘‘That’s just a
liberal talking,’”’ hear this:

David Blumenthal, director of the Insti-
tute for Health Policy for the Partners
Health Care System and an Obama adviser,
said, ‘‘Some of the largest corporations in
America are struggling to compete in the
world marketplace because of high health
care costs.”

Rick Umbdenstock, president and CEO of
the American Hospital Association, said the
economic turmoil, coupled with health care’s
high costs, ‘“‘will likely mean the loss of jobs
and employer-related health coverage ... and
possibly even diminishing access to health
care services.”’

Nancy Nielsen, president of the American
Medical Association, said, ‘‘The cost of doing
nothing is much higher than the alter-
native’’—the scuffling to pay for good care,
including preventive care, and dooming mil-
lions to ‘‘live sick and die younger.”

These aren’t socialists. These are people
who work with health care daily and know
the crisis it is in.

Kennedy has worked behind the scenes to
craft health reform since Memorial Day, by
phone, by e-mail and even by face-to-face
meetings despite his illness. He’s back in
Washington, and he’s not slowing down.

As soon as Obama takes that oath that
Kennedy’s slain brother took 48 years ago, he
should start preaching and working for
health care for all. And Congress, which Ken-
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nedy has served for so long, should do it for
Teddy—and for the American people. It’s
time to strike while those stars are aligned.

———
SPACE

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I wish
to address the report to Congress of the
Independent Assessment Panel on the
Organization and Management of Na-
tional Security Space, which was re-
leased on Tuesday, September 16. The
Institute for Defense Analyses, led by
Mr. A. Thomas Young and a team of six
qualified and experienced experts, un-
dertook this project to provide the
Congress with a comprehensive assess-
ment of the state of our national space
policy, especially as it relates to our
national security and our position as
the global leader in space.

I raised concerns in 2006 when then-
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
suggested that the commander of Air
Force Space Command, based in Colo-
rado Springs, should be downgraded
from the four-star level to three stars.
I reminded the Secretary that space is
critical to our Armed Forces; that
nearly every military operation we
carry out makes use of assets in space
in one way or another, be it using our
satellites to locate the position of the
enemy, providing instant communica-
tions, or gathering dependable intel-
ligence. I was pleased the Pentagon
opted not to institute this troublesome
proposal.

Following this episode, I authored
legislation in the 2007 Defense author-
ization bill to establish a new space
commission, similar to the 2001 Com-
mission to Assess U.S. National Secu-
rity Space Management and Organiza-
tion. I wanted an independent panel of
space, intelligence, and military ex-
perts to study, analyze, and make rec-
ommendations to the Congress on the
current state and future vision of
America’s national space agenda. This
review began last fall, and I am pleased
that it was completed in a timely man-
ner.

The panel began their report articu-
lating what I have always understood
to be true, that U.S. leadership in
space is paramount to the preservation
of our national security. It is key to
our lasting ability to ward off modern
and unexpected threats against our
homeland or our allies and essential to
maintaining our economic superiority
in the ever-changing information age.
Most importantly, the report rein-
forced that space-based technology is
essential to our intelligence gathering
and warfighting capabilities. As such,
according to the panel, and I agree, up-
dating and modernizing our national
space policy and its related personnel
structure must be a top priority. Amer-
ica’s willingness and capacity to con-
tinue to lead in space provides our Na-
tion with a priceless strategic advan-
tage that will pay dividends for genera-
tions to come.

As a result of their extensive re-
search and thorough investigations,
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the panel uncovered what they believed
were fundamental structural and orga-
nizational flaws with the Federal Gov-
ernment’s space sector. Such flaws in-
clude major management problems,
poor communication among and be-
tween involved agencies, a lack of
proper oversight and direction, a lack
of expert professional personnel, and a
host of others. The panel also recog-
nized a scary reality—space technology
is rapidly proliferating to all corners of
the Earth, and America is not keeping
up with its space competitors. This
proliferation, combined with our space
industry bogged down by aging legacy
space projects that take vital resources
away from newer, more modern
projects, has taken its toll on our com-
petitive edge with China and other
emerging nations.

Although some of these and other de-
ficiencies were recognized and exposed
by the 2001 Space Commission, drastic
measures to adequately deal with the
problems uncovered were not proposed
and undertaken. This panel, however,
took an alternate route and rec-
ommended bold proposals to redirect
and radically improve our national
space agenda. The panel recommends,
and again I agree, that America needs
a top-to-bottom overhaul to restore the
vitality of our space programs and re-
gain and sustain the competitive ad-
vantages afforded the United States by
our preeminence in space. In no uncer-
tain terms, the panel outlined a bold
new vision for the future of America’s
role in space. It laid out four sugges-
tions of significant substance to re-
structure our approach to space and re-
align our defense, intelligence, and
commercial priorities as they relate to
space.

First, it calls for the President to
create and implement a truly national
space strategy. The President should
announce to the American people that
he is updating and modernizing Amer-
ica’s space program immediately and
elevating its priority status to the top
tier of the national agenda.

The panel recommends the President
reestablish the National Space Council
in the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, under the leadership of the Na-
tional Security Advisor, to implement
the new strategy and coordinate its ac-
tivities with the Department of De-
fense, the intelligence community,
NASA, and other responsible agencies.
This will provide one of the President’s
top advisers with the power to assign
responsibilities, set priorities, and
break through the barriers to coopera-
tion that have stymied progress on key
space programs in the past.

Second, the panel believes that no
one is really in charge of the national
space agenda. They discovered that in
the midst of so much bureaucracy and
competing authorities, regrettably
there has been no one at the helm. This
needs to change.

The authorities and responsibilities
for all Government space programs are
spread widely throughout the Pentagon
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and within various intelligence agen-
cies. Therefore, the panel recommends
the creation of a National Security
Space Authority that will be respon-
sible to the Secretary of Defense and
the Director of National Intelligence.
The proposed arrangement is needed to
remedy the ruinous deficiencies in the
current system, including the frequent
inability to reconcile budget priorities
and the common failure to ensure that
innovative acquisition program re-
quirements are affordable and inte-
grated across military and intelligence
space domains.

Third, the panel recommends to strip
the National Reconnaissance Office and
the Air Force Space and Missile Sys-
tems Center of their status as tradi-
tional, independent entities and incor-
porate their personnel and functions,
as well as the functions of other parts
of the Air Force Space Command, into
a single National Security Space Orga-
nization. Under unified leadership, this
organization could allow all the space
experts to work more effectively to-
gether. The panel recommends this
path because it most effectively uti-
lizes the scarce talent available to
achieve our Nation’s goals in space.
Under this type of organizational
structure, the Government’s space
management team can focus on install-
ing best engineering and acquisition
practices, including early systems en-
gineering and cost estimating. I am not
sure I agree yet with this recommenda-
tion, but I think it does warrant seri-
ous consideration by the Congress.

It is true that the continual problem
of space acquisition program delays,
cost overruns, and cancellations has
drained resources and caused America
to rely heavily on satellite constella-
tions that have matured beyond their
original design lives. This is simply un-
acceptable, and I think the panel is
correct when they say that small modi-
fications to the status quo, which have
been proposed time and again in the
past, are not enough. A new and inno-
vative organizational structure is a
good idea, but the details of the panel’s
third recommendation need to be vet-
ted before I can lend my full support.

Finally, the panel suggests that the
intelligence community and each of
the military branches adopt and exe-
cute strategies for identifying, select-
ing, educating, training, and managing
a sufficient number of Government ex-
perts and professionals to support the
country’s space acquisition obliga-
tions. The careers of these space acqui-
sition and technical professionals
should be designed and administered so
that they can provide continuity for
the execution of long-term projects,
while remaining eligible and competi-
tive for career advancement.

It is unrealistic to expect that we can
modernize our space strategy and suc-
ceed in developing complex space Sys-
tems without enough technically capa-
ble and sufficiently experienced Gov-
ernment scientists, engineers, and ac-
quisition experts that are immersed in
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the space arena and assigned to see
projects through to completion. These
types of professionals are critical to
the success of our future endeavors in
space.

Throughout my time in the Congress
I have fully supported science-related
education. This support includes space,
defense, and national security studies
as well. For example, I have supported
funding requests for the Center for
Space and Defense Studies at the U.S.
Air Force Academy. The mission of
this center is to build and define space
policy studies curriculum for the un-
dergraduate cadets. I have long sup-
ported the Center for Geosciences and
Atmospheric Research at my alma
mater, Colorado State University. This
center is a national resource for the
Department of Defense in the areas of
atmospheric and hydrologic research,
which are both critical to our national
security.

America needs more engineers, physi-
cists, rocket scientists, mathemati-
cians, and the like. We need them now
and in the coming decades more than
we ever have in the past. The future of
our national security and defense capa-
bilities rests with our ability to re-
cruit, train, and equip more and more
Americans with the critical knowledge
and know-how of the hard sciences.
The first step is making this type of
education a top national priority, and
it is my hope that America’s future
leaders will do so.

Mr. President, I appreciate all four
and fully support three of the panel’s
suggestions for the improvement of our
national space strategy. In my opinion,
if we fail to act on these recommenda-
tions, we face the possibility that our
preeminence in space will erode to the
point at which we will no longer enjoy
a significant competitive national se-
curity advantage in an all-important
global arena.

Along with the American people, I
am indebted to the panel for their hard
and thoughtful work on this study.
Their discoveries and suggestions for
improvement are invaluable. It is my
hope that the next Congress and the
next administration will take a serious
look at this study and craft an aggres-
sive and coherent strategy for Amer-
ica’s future presence in space.

———
COLORADO DRUG INVESTIGATORS
ASSOCIATION
Mr. ALLARD. Mr, President,

throughout the past 3 years the Colo-
rado Drug Investigators Association,
DIA, has united peace officers and
other professionals who share a com-
mon interest in illegal and illicit drug
enforcement. Through the leadership of
State president Ernest Martinez, State
vice president, Jerry Peters, regional
vice presidents David Arcady, Rick
Needham, Brian Roman, Rob Pride,
Kevin Hathaway, at-large members
Janelle Crain, Mechele Berge, Sandra
Evans, Rick Millwright, Gary Graham,
Kelly Horton, Jim Welton, Francis
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Gonzales, and Ron Hollingshead, the
Colorado Drug Investigators Associa-
tion continues to unite into one orga-
nization all Colorado peace officers and
individuals committed to protecting
the State from all drug-related crime.
This organization provides comprehen-
sive counternarcotics training for all
members in all aspects of drug enforce-
ment and continues to educate and rec-
ommend legislation favorable to effec-
tive drug enforcement in Colorado. It
recognizes the critical importance of
information exchange and actively fa-
cilitates this communication between
members of the association on the
movements of drug violators and new
and innovative techniques used by ei-
ther the criminals or law enforcement.

In addition, the Colorado Drug Inves-
tigators Association, through cultural,
legislative, political, fraternal, edu-
cational, charitable, welfare and social
activities, fosters an atmosphere of co-
operation and information sharing
among all law enforcement in Colo-
rado, private industry and the public. I
believe the CDIA represents a valuable
tool in the fight against drug-related
crime and express my appreciation to
all association members for their com-
mitment to the safety and security for
the citizens of Colorado.

————

LABOR DAY

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
Labor Day is our opportunity to cele-
brate the millions of American workers
who have given, and continue to give,
so much of themselves to make our Na-
tion great. I am happy to have had the
opportunity to celebrate this Labor
Day in Racine, WV, with many old
friends. Today, on the holiday espe-
cially devoted to the social and eco-
nomic achievements of the American
workforce. I would like to thank all of
the miners, teachers, nurses, service
technicians, firefighters, police, repair-
men, and all those who dedicate their
lives to making their communities and
their country a better place. As sum-
mer is winding down and children are
preparing to go back to school, we
should all take a moment to appreciate
what working Americans do for us.

Honest, hard-working people, with
the core American values of faith and
family, are what make West Virginia
such a wonderful place to live and call
home. Miners work long shifts, miles
under the ground, often in tight spaces
with frigid water up to their knees, to
get the coal that provides 50 percent of
our Nation’s electricity. Yet people
rarely think of that when they flip on
the light switch. Teachers spend much
of their own personal time preparing
lesson plans and finding creative ways
to teach our next generation. They al-
ways go above and beyond the call of
duty for their students. Those in public
service work day in and day out to get
Social Security checks processed and
in the mail on time, to manage tax re-
turns, or to deliver basic health serv-
ices to our citizens. I applaud each and
every one of these Americans.
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I am glad Congress succeeded, fi-
nally, this year in raising the min-
imum wage to $6.55, to help our work-
ing families. Increasing the minimum
wage so it is a living wage is something
I have advocated since 1998, and now all
of our workers will get the increase
they need and deserve to help make
ends meet in this struggling economy.
This Labor Day I am especially aware
of the need to change the direction of
our country and that has to start with
turning around our economy. It is un-
fair for hard-working Americans to
have to deal with stagnant wages and
rising costs for gas, food, and health
care with no help. The minimum wage
will continue to rise until it reaches
$7.25 in 20009.

These workers are the heart and soul
of West Virginia. Opportunities do not
come easily to them. They work hard
every day to get the things they need
for their families—gas, school supplies,
and maybe new sneakers or a pair of
jeans for the next school year. Before
the rise of unions, we did not enjoy a
40-hour work week, the benefits of So-
cial Security, or the right to organize.
But West Virginians always fought for
the American dream. They have a high
regard for quality and strive for excel-
lence in everything that they do. In an
unfortunate Forbes survey, West Vir-
ginia was listed as one of the least de-
sirable states in which to do business.
But that is only because some compa-
nies do not yet know the men and
women that make up West Virginia’s
workforce; they do not realize that
West Virginia’s future and potential is
about more than just coal. They do not
see the small business owners, the
nurses and doctors, the educators, the
entrepreneurs, the manufacturers, and
artists who keep our State moving and
make it so special. They must not have
heard that companies from all over the
world such as DuPont, Union Carbide,
and Phone Poulenc have put plants in
West Virginia and tapped into our dedi-
cated work force. Northrop Grumman,
MPL Corporation, Orrick, Herrington,
and Sutcliffe, that’s the real West Vir-
ginia—with a bright future fueled by
all its abundant resources, the most
precious of which are the men and
women of our workforce. Our Toyota
plant is the fastest growing plant in
the history of Toyota Motor Company.
It has been named the plant with the
most productive workers in all of
North America 5 years in a row. This is
a testament to West Virginia employ-
ees’ unmatched work ethic.

As we celebrate Labor Day, we need
to remember that it is the commit-
ment and diligence of our workers that
makes us great. We as West Virginians
are fighters, always have been, always
will be, but even fighters need a day
off. West Virginians have earned a day
of rest.

———

TRIBUTE TO BRENDAN O’CONNOR

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, as we
continue to debate national strategy
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and the way ahead in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, there is one thing that is not de-
batable, and that is the courage and
valor of our troops. Today, I wish to
honor one of those brave troops, MSgt
Brendan O’Connor, a medic in the Spe-
cial Forces of the U.S. Army.

Master Sergeant O’Connor distin-
guished himself by extraordinary her-
oism in action during a fierce battle in
Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, when
his small detachment engaged an esti-
mated 200 Taliban fighters on June 24,
2006. For his heroism, Master Sergeant
O’Connor, who held the rank of ser-
geant first class at the time of the bat-
tle, was honored with the Nation’s sec-
ond highest award for valor, the Distin-
guished Service Cross.

After awarding the Distinguished
Service Cross to Brendan, ADM Eric
Olson, the head of U.S. Special Oper-
ations Command, hailed the contribu-
tions of the Army’s Special Forces and
said, ‘‘Master Sergeant Brendan O’Con-
nor exemplifies the spirit of these war-
riors.”

Leading a quick reaction force during
a mission against Taliban leaders, Mas-
ter Sergeant O’Connor and his team
found themselves outnumbered and
surrounded by hundreds of Taliban
fighters in one of the most hotly con-
tested areas of Afghanistan. After
calmly maneuvering his force through
enemy Taliban positions, Master Ser-
geant O’Connor crawled over 150 yards
alone through enemy machine-gun fire
across an open field to rescue two
wounded comrades. Rallying and moti-
vating his severely outnumbered team
throughout a day-long battle, he saved
the lives of 21 soldiers and prevented
his detachment’s destruction while in-
flicting heavy casualties on the enemy.

The heroism of Brendan O’Connor
and his team in Afghanistan received
national media attention on the CBS
News program ‘60 Minutes,” which
aired a segment on April 20 of this
year, ‘“‘Ambush in Afghanistan.”

Brendan O’Connor comes from a long
and distinguished family history of
military service to our Nation, with
deep roots in the U.S. Army and at
West Point. Brendan’s father, LTC
Mortimer O’Connor, who graduated
from West Point in 1953, was killed in
action in Vietnam in 1968 while leading
men into battle as commander of the
1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry, in the
famed ‘‘Big Red One,” the oldest con-
tinuously serving division in the U.S.
Army.

A true ‘“‘warrior-poet’’, Mort O’Con-
nor was not only decorated several
times for valor on the battlefield, but
taught English at West Point and
earned a graduate degree in English lit-
erature from the University of Penn-
sylvania. A remembrance of Mort
O’Connor in a March 1978 West Point
Alumni publication recalled his spirit
on the athletic fields as a young cadet:

When victorious he would exultantly claim
to be descended from ancient Irish warrior
kings. And it may be true, for he had in him
a wild romanticism, a tragic lilt of heart,
which only the Irish have.
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Brendan O’Connor’s grandfather, and
Mort O’Connor’s father, was BG Wil-
liam ¢‘Bill” O’Connor, a graduate of
West Point in 1924. Bill O’Connor
served in Europe in World War II, in-
cluding in the Battle of the Bulge.

And three of Brendan’s great-uncles
followed their brother Bill to West
Point—Richard O’Connor in the Class
of 1926, George Brendan O’Connor in
the Class of 1936, and Roderic O’Connor
in the Class of 1941.

Today, the O’Connor family tradition
of military service continues with the
next generation. Attending his Distin-
guished Service Cross award ceremony
on April 30th were two of Brendan’s
cousins, Brian O’Connor, who is now at
the Air Force Academy, and Rory
O’Connor, who is now at West Point.

We are grateful to families such as
the O’Connors, who for generations
have answered the Nation’s call and
worn the uniform with such courage
and distinction. There is no finer exam-
ple of +this tradition than MSgt
Brendan O’Connor and his heroic ac-
tion in Afghanistan. I ask unanimous
consent to have the full text of his Dis-
tinguished Service Cross citation, as
well as the narrative that accompanies
the award, printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS TO SERGEANT
FIRST CLASS BRENDAN W. O’CONNOR
For extraordinary heroism in combat as

the senior Medical Sergeant for Special

Forces Operational Detachment Alpha-765 in

support of Operation Enduring Freedom in

Panjwai District, Kandahar Province, Af-

ghanistan. On 24 June 2006, during Operation

Kaika, Sergeant O’Connor led a quick reac-

tion force to reinforce a surrounded patrol

and to rescue two wounded comrades. He ma-
neuvered his force through Taliban positions
and crawled alone, under enemy machinegun
fire to reach the wounded soldiers. He pro-
vided medical care, while exposed to heavy
volumes of Taliban fire, then carried one of
the wounded 150 meters across open ground
to an area of temporary cover. He climbed
over a wall three times, in plain view of the
enemy, to assist the wounded soldiers to
cover while bullets pounded the structure
around him. Sergeant O’Connor assumed du-
ties as the detachment operations Sergeant
and led the consolidation of three friendly
elements, each surrounded, isolated, and re-
ceiving fire from all directions. His remark-
able actions are in keeping with the highest
traditions of military heroism and reflect
distinct credit upon himself, the Combined

Special Operations Task Force-Afghanistan,

Special Operations Command-Central, and

the United States Army.

NARRATIVE TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS TO SERGEANT
FIRST CLASS BRENDAN W. O’CONNOR
Sergeant First Class Brendan W. O’Connor,

United States Army, distinguished himself

by extraordinary heroism in action as the

Senior Medical Sergeant for Special Forces

Operational Detachment Alpha-765 in sup-

port of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM. On

24 June 2006, while conducting Operation

KAIKA, a cordon and search mission to cap-

ture or kill Taliban leadership in Pashmul,

Panjwai District, Kandahar Province, Af-

ghanistan, the detachment became engaged
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with an estimated 200 Taliban fighters. MSG
Thomas Maholic led a patrol from the de-
tachment’s perimeter to secure a compound
situated on Kkey terrain. As the assault
began, a large Taliban force
counterattacked, flooded the battlefield, and
immediately separated the assault element
from SSG Matthew Binney’s support by fire
position, creating two distinct detachment
elements outside the perimeter, each iso-
lated, surrounded, and receiving enemy fire
from all directions. SSG Binney and SGT Jo-
seph Feurst were seriously wounded at the
support by fire position. SFC O’Connor vol-
unteered to lead a quick reaction force to re-
inforce MSG Maholic in the compound, and
recover the two wounded soldiers. SFC
O’Connor departed the detachment’s perim-
eter under heavy enemy fire, with SFC
Mishra, eight Afghan soldiers and an inter-
preter. By employing fire and maneuver,
SFC O’Connor destroyed an enemy machine-
gun position, broke out from the encircled
patrol base, and evaded enemy fighters that
were now swarming toward the compound.
After link-up with MSG Maholic, SFC O’Con-
nor was directed toward the support-by-fire
position. He led his small relief force along a
wall that provided cover from the heavy vol-
ume of machinegun and rocket-propelled
grenade fire, as they evaded attackers and
broke out from the encircled compound. At
the end of the wall, he encountered an open
field, 80 meters across to a small building,
which was the next available covered posi-
tion. The flat field was covered by enemy
grazing fire from three directions. He estab-
lished a support-by-fire position to suppress
enemy machinegun fire and began to crawl,
alone, across the field, leaving a third iso-
lated element amid the chaos of the battle-
field. Afghan soldiers attempted to follow
him but turned back under the extraordinary
volume of fire. As bullets impacted all
around him and cut the grass directly over
his body, he quickly realized that his cum-
bersome load was creating too large a target
for the enemy. He returned to the cover of
the wall and removed his body armor and as-
sault pack. Informed that Apache gunships
were en route to strafe the area he was at-
tempting to crawl through, SFC O’Connor
attached an orange panel to his back in
order to mark himself as a friendly element
to the pilots. Without hesitation he imme-
diately resumed crawling the 80 meters
across the field, in plain sight of the enemy,
toward his two wounded comrades. He moved
slowly, just inches below the enemy fire, mi-
raculously escaping injury from hundreds of
Taliban machinegun rounds. He jumped over
a wall into a vineyard and moved forward
along mounds of dirt, with bullets impacting
all around him each time he exposed himself.
He continued moving alone, for 150 meters,
yelling for SSG Binney. Once again, he
evaded enemy fighters that were as near as 3
meters, and were firing over a wall and
shouting insults and threats at the sur-
rounded position, and made contact with his
wounded teammates. SFC O’Connor fought
with his personal weapon, performed life-sav-
ing measures on the two wounded soldiers in
the open, exposed to enemy fire, shielding
the casualties from debris and shrapnel with
his own body, and gave instructions to begin
the evacuation. As an Afghan soldier as-
sisted SSG Binney, SFC O’Connor picked up
SGT Feurst and began carrying him, unas-
sisted, back to the cover of the small build-
ing 150 meters away. He dodged rocket-pro-
pelled grenade and machinegun fire, while
methodically maneuvering from one covered
position to another, without the benefit of
his protective body armor, carrying the un-
conscious SGT Feurst. He climbed over a two
meter high wall, into the building, as bullets
pounded the wall all around him. The fright-
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ened Afghan soldiers were unable to assist in
lifting SGT Feurst over the wall, which re-
quired SFC O’Connor to climb back over the
wall in the face of heavy, accurate, enemy
fire. He lifted and pushed SGT Feurst over
the wall, assisted SSG Binney over by offer-
ing his own body as step, and climbed over a
third time himself, while a storm of bullets
began disintegrating the structure around
him. As Apache gunships suppressed the
enemy, SFC O’Connor led the group from the
surrounded building, while still under fire,
back toward the quick reaction force. He
then led his entire force back toward MSG
Maholic’s compound. He engaged enemy
fighters and broke through to link up with
the last of the isolated elements. Inside the
compound, he learned that MSG Maholic had
been killed. SFC O’Connor assumed duties as
Detachment Operations Sergeant and contin-
ued coordinating the defense of the com-
pound against renewed Taliban attacks. He
supervised all medical treatment of the cas-
ualties, coordinated the medical evacuation
flight and organized the movement of ammu-
nition from the resupply aircraft. After
nightfall, under SFC O’Connor’s leadership,
the group broke out once again from their
isolated location and moved undetected
through Taliban positions to reunite all
friendly elements at the detachment’s patrol
base. SFC O’Connor’s extraordinary actions,
performed at tremendous risk of life, suc-
cessfully rescued two wounded comrades,
saved the lives of 21 soldiers, and prevented
his detachment’s destruction. He consoli-
dated four friendly elements, each isolated
and surrounded by an aggressive, numeri-
cally superior, and well armed enemy force
during the confusion of combat, and brought
all soldiers to safety. The heroic accomplish-
ments of Sergeant First Class Brendan W.
O’Connor reflect great credit upon himself,
the Combined Joint Special Operations Task
Force-Afghanistan, Special Operations Com-
mand-Central, and the United States Army.

TRIBUTE TO LINDA LONG

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize a former staffer,
Linda K. Long, for her wonderful con-
tributions to my office and to the
State of Tennessee.

Linda began her career with Senator
Fred Thompson in 1995 and joined my
staff on January 21, 2003, where she
soon distinguished herself as one of the
best constituent services representa-
tives in the State of Tennessee.

Linda was a wealth of knowledge
when it came to working with con-
stituents and their problems. Although
she took a very ‘‘no nonsense’ ap-
proach to her job, she was very com-
passionate and always made time to
listen to constituents and console them
even if she could not help them with
their issue.

Linda is loved and respected by peo-
ple throughout west Tennessee. In fact,
she served two terms on the Madison
County Commission from 1994 to 2002.
There is no doubt that Linda went
above and beyond to help all constitu-
ents. She was tough, but fair, and al-
ways had time for anyone who asked
for assistance through my office. Linda
retired on February 29, 2008, and we
miss her already.
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IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid-
June, I asked Idahoans to share with
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by
the hundreds. The stories, numbering
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and
touching. While energy prices have
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns
expressed from June remain very rel-
evant. To respect the efforts of those
who took the opportunity to share
their thoughts, I am submitting every
e-mail sent to me through an address
set up specifically for this purpose to
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. This is not
an issue that will be easily resolved,
but it is one that deserves immediate
and serious attention, and Idahoans de-
serve to be heard. Their stories not
only detail their struggles to meet ev-
eryday expenses, but also have sugges-
tions and recommendations as to what
Congress can do now to tackle this
problem and find solutions that last be-
yond today. I ask unanimous consent
to have today’s letters printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

I was/am in full support of your GPRA En-
ergy Legislation. You were right on. Please
continue to fight for energy independence for
Idaho and the U.S. This is essential to our
national security and prosperity. It is never
too late to do the right thing (even if we
should have done it ten years ago). Please
keep the pressure to allow Congress to vote
on crucial energy legislation. We deserve to
know how our Congress stands/votes on im-
portant issues like this. I am also in favor of
the President calling an emergency session
of Congress to pass energy legislation. It is
that important.

Drill here, drill now, pay less.

TERESA, Twin Falls.

Since July 11, [2008,] crude oil prices have
declined over 16% yet gasoline prices at the
pump have remained steady. When is Con-
gress going to start putting real pressure on
the oil companies to stop gouging the Amer-
ican consumer? If Congress wants to turn the
economy around, then start by addressing
energy prices. The oil companies raised gas
prices as crude oil prices escalated but there
is no indication that the reverse is true as
crude prices continue to come down. Enough
is enough.

GALYN.

You have expressed a desire to hear of our
experiences and hardships with the rise in
gasoline prices. I have a daily routine when
I get to work. I get online and check for re-
cent news on gasoline prices and so forth.
The next thing I do is check on local gas
prices by utilizing Mapquest.com. It is se-
verely disappointing to see that our eastern
Idaho gasoline prices have stabilized at $4.12
a gallon when the national average is below
$3.90 a gallon, according to a recent
yahoo.com article. Be that as it may, $3.90 is
still a harsh amount. This has become a pain
not only economically but domestically as
well. Between my wife and I for the last
month and a half, there has been strife about
our finances and being able to afford the
next meal, the bills, and all that we wish we
could do to make an advance in finances.
Colleagues and friends would argue the same

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

domestic problems. So you see that this
problem is not only hurting America eco-
nomically but socially as well.

I have done my part in decreasing the
amount I drive and the amount of times I fill
up on gasoline but this can only go so far. I
bought a scooter back in June just before
gasoline prices hit $120 a gallon and it has
saved a percentage of what we would have
spent on filling our car. Americans are aware
of the problem and doing what they can with
reservation to consequences that may arise
in their conservation efforts. The question is
not ‘‘what should Americans do to avoid the
high prices in gasoline?’’, rather; the ques-
tion is “Why is the American government
not making a reasonable effort to free its
people from economic desperation?’’

Start drilling now; let us build up a reserve
and release the current one, let us start
looking for alternatives and renewables. Our
understanding will progress as the science
behind these progresses.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL, Rexburg.

Since I do not have unlimited income (I am
an underpaid Idaho teacher), or someone
paying my fuel bills, the rising cost of gas
and diesel is taking spending money out of
our pockets and into our tanks since we need
to drive to perform many daily activities.
We also spend less at other retailers since
the money went for fuel. We also get less for
the same dollar at the store since the price
of goods has gone up due to the rising costs
of shipping using diesel fuel which is the
most expensive and should be the cheapest
since it costs less to make and comes off
first in the processing of crude oil to fuel.
When we spend less the retailers get less and
it becomes a vicious circle. Let us start
using our own oil and uncap the wells in our
country just sitting there. The wildlife will
be just fine in Alaska and elsewhere as long
as we are careful while drilling and trans-
porting the oil. We need to quit fueling the
Arab terrorist groups by buying their oil at
inflated prices or at all. Do not tell me the
Saudis are our friends. The only thing they
like about us is our money.

MEL, Post Falls.

Why do not the forces to be work together
to get this solved—or is there no representa-
tion for improving the energy quantity?

JIM.

We received an email at work stating that
you would like to know how we felt about
high energy prices, along with ideas on how
to improve the situation. The energy prices
are a nuisance to me. I can handle the $50 per
week it takes me to get to and from work.
What concerns me are my neighbors who
may be on the edge, or who need gasoline to
make a living (trucking, farming, construc-
tion).

To me the solution seems simple. Increase
the supply. Let us drill in ANWR. A vast ma-
jority of Alaskans favor the proposition. We
could do so in an environmentally respon-
sible way. Let us drill in the area between 50
miles and 200 miles off the coast in those
areas where the population is for it. I under-
stand in Virginia, most are in favor of it. I
understand that we are the only country
that prevents its people from doing this.
And, by the way, why have not we opened a
refinery in the last 25 years? Many say that
even if we drill in ANWR, we will not see any
oil for 10 years. That may be, but if we had
acted 10 years ago, we would be reaping the
benefits of it now. Besides, that might con-
vince foreign countries who have raised their
prices so much that we are serious about
using our own resources and it may convince
them it is time to lower prices. The solution
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to energy problems is going to take leader-
ship, not short-sighted thinking.

Also, we need to start building power
plants powered by nuclear energy. A power
plant that uses petroleum for its power
source should no longer be allowed to be
built. We can no longer afford to waste pe-
troleum like that, nor should we pollute the
air with those wastes, when we can capture
and process all nuclear wastes safely.

Of course we can use solar energy includ-
ing wind where feasible, but that will not
solve our energy needs in the future.

We should also not use crops that we need
for our food supply to produce ethanol, espe-
cially when it takes more energy to produce
the ethanol that we receive from the result-
ing fuel. No wonder food prices are through
the roof.

Some want to blame o0il companies for
making excessive profits. A profit of 6 to 8%
does not seem excessive to me. When did it
become illegal to make a profit in this coun-
try? Higher taxes will not lower the price of
gasoline. Let us level the playing field and
remove excessive regulations. Sure, global
warming is taking place, but we are not the
cause of that. It has to do with solar cycles.
Spend a winter in Idaho if you want to see
global warming at work. The farmers I know
had to plant late this season because their
fields were covered with snow. The tempera-
ture in the world decreased last year. It did
not increase. Global warming is not the
problem. High energy prices are crippling
the economy. The polar bear population has
increased, not decreased. We are being sold a
bill of goods that we cannot afford to buy.

I know that the liberals are against every-
thing I have proposed. We are opposed to
their supposed solution of raising taxes. So
does that mean that we have a stalemate and
nothing is going to be done? We need leader-
ship.

NORMAN, Idaho Falls.

I own a small 5-employee, garbage com-
pany that services the cities of Kuna and
Melba and indeed the recent run up in diesel
prices from $3/gallon to the current $4/gallon
in the last ten months has been a major im-
pact on my business of transporting solid
waste for my small communities. I have seen
my fuel bill increase by nearly $4,000/month,
a 63% increase in that time frame.

As difficult as that is for me, the run up in
prices has had a major impact on my em-
ployees and their ability to come to work
and this is so true for all of Idaho’s employ-
ees, particularly those on the very bottom of
the economic scale of which there are too
many in Idaho.

I could go on longer, but you know the im-
pact. More importantly, I think you need to
hear from your constituents regarding the
solutions. We mneed a Manhattan-style
project to electrify our transportation sector
of this country. We need tax incentives for
production and purchase of electric vehicles.

We need tax incentives for wind, solar,
lithium ion batteries and electric motors
(retrofitting out current gas fleet with elec-
tric drive trains will provide a sustainable
new job creation and a finance business
model that will be a boon to our poor, who
are being priced out of transportation, and
this will be paid for from displaced fuel dol-
lars from foreign oil purchases). We need to
re-industrialize the USA to create high pay-
ing jobs in the energy sector that will give
us sustainable energy so we can get out of
our many oil entanglements throughout the
world.

Our nation mobilized itself to re-tool its
whole industrial base during WWII to create
a war machine, plus provide all the oil need-
ed to win that war in the short span of 4-6
years. In the same short time frame we have
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bankrupted ourselves in this senseless oil
war in Iraq. We need to understand that we
need to get off of fossil fuels.

We can and we have to do better. The coun-
try needs strong leadership and I have
watched you, you are a person of integrity.
You can give us the leadership, even though
it will not be the party line. I pray you have
the courage to make a difference.

The American public deserves a choice to
our energy needs and tax incentives for solar
and wind energy for our homes, will take us
in that direction. I know this is not con-
sistent with the Big Business energy and
automobile business model, but I think they
do not see the wisdom of making hard
changes, tough choices and creating our own
energy future.

The whole period of deregulation we have
just gone through has not been healthy for
our country. Deregulation, from Enron to
sub-prime lending is bankrupting our coun-
try. For the past 60 years the housing mar-
ket has been stable and predictable. Deregu-
lation has been regulation for the wealthy
and well-positioned. We cannot continue to
steal the hope for the middle class on the
back of the rich.

There have been two major fallacies foist-
ed on the American public. One is that tax
cuts will stimulate jobs and drilling oil will
reduce gas prices. The wealthy citizens of
our country and the oil companies can be
multi-national citizens and their allegiances
are to their own wealth accumulation, just a
factor of human nature.

We do not have nationalized oil, therefore
oil drilling will benefit the oil companies and
the highest bidders in the world market, yet
the American public is led to believe, oil
drilling will have an appreciable impact on
our local gas prices, but indeed the nations
with more wealth, able to bid and buy the
commodity will benefit. We are a debtor na-
tion, unlike China. Producing our own
source of energy is critical to changing that
reality.

Tax cuts given to the wealthiest of our na-
tion, without a requirement that those tax
cuts be re-invested in the USA leaves those
individuals the option to take those tax cuts
and invest them in the country of their
choice, wherever they can get the best re-
turn, again leaving the human instinct of
wealth accumulation to play out.

If we invest our tax cuts, in our own coun-
try and our own energy interests, that will
create local high paying jobs, we will be in-
vesting in our own future, taking us out of
the status of debtor nation.

By the way, I, as well as Warren Buffet, am
in the tax bracket that was advantaged by
the big tax cuts, and I and Warren Buffet
have both felt we would be glad to forego
those tax cuts for a strong economy.

Again, I ask that you have the courage to
engage with any in congress, in a bipartisan
way, who is of a like mind to take us to en-
ergy freedom. Jay Inslee the representative
from Washington State is a great proponent
of energy issues and a person like you, who
is a person of integrity. I pray that our rep-
resentatives in Washington will have the
sense of urgency required to take the bold
steps needed for the American People.

As well, I might suggest, your staff get the
hearing minutes from a Senate hearing held
this week on the energy grid where T. Boone
Pickens gave testimony where he stated ‘‘we
cannot drill our way out of our current en-
ergy crisis’ proposing wind energy as a
major part of the solution. It was a very en-
lightening hearing.

Thank you for your concern for the plight
of your constituents.

TiM, Kuna.

As a person living on a fixed income, I find
that the soaring costs of energy in all forms
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are creating a considerable burden on me.
With gas at $4 per gallon, the cost of every-
thing is sky rocketing.

The U.S. is being held hostage by two bit
dictators in the energy market. And it is un-
necessary. We are a country that put a man
on the moon over forty years ago, yet we
have not found ways of using our abundant
coal resources in an environmentally safe
manner, and I am not seeing anything being
done about it. Why?

We spend hundreds of billions on foreign
oil imports yet we allow a few vocal nuts to
keep us from developing our own resources.
We must tap the oil in the Alaska Wildlife
Reserve. Contrary to their claims, oil pro-
duction and wildlife are not incompatible.
The noise and bustle of drilling will cause
the animals to leave temporarily, after the
drillers leave and the pumps and pipelines
are in place they will return.

We are often told that the lack of refinery
capacity is also a cause of high gas prices.
How many new refineries are currently
under construction? How many are planned?
When was the last completed?

ALFRED, Twin Falls.

I wrote a response to your email about en-
ergy yesterday and as I sat here another
issue presented itself to me. This is on a
community level. My wife and I (with bad
forethought) bought The Roxy Theatre in
Cascade. I say the above because now many
people do not have the extra money to spend
seeing movies or plays or concerts. Now after
two years, seeing my available credit shrink,
and energy costs of my theatre go up, I am
looking at hard choices. I have chosen not to
hire employees back. This further hurts the
overall economy as there are 4 people who
now have to find jobs. I have tried, but I can-
not find a way to end this bleeding. The
power company asked and got two very large
rate hikes. Why are we spending almost 2/3 of
all the fuel refined in the USA making power
for the grids? We have been cut in the heel
by a very small but loud group of people who
say we should have no more reactors in the
USA. Enough—the good of the few do not
outweigh the good of the many. We have al-
ways been a nation formed on that. From my
grandfather to my dad to my service in the
military, I know that. I have served for the
good of the many. I am still a police officer
for the good of the many. It is sure not for
the pay. I read bills all of the time that you
all are debating on the Hill. I laugh; we
spend millions of bucks to help out some per-
forming arts center in New York. I provide
the same arts to Americans too. I guess we
are too small in Idaho or Cascade, I should
say. We could all sit around and cry the
blues, but nothing gets done. I put on my
uniform 4 days a week and my theatre
clothes 7 days a week, 364 days a year. I do
this because it is for the good of the many.
[I think earmarks should be allowed for
projects that provide for the good of the
many and my theatre would qualify for as-
sistance.] You, sir, are elected to serve. I
hear it just as much as you do. I do not mean
that I am your boss. I mean we put you there
because we feel you can fix it. I feel, given
the responses you have seen, that Idaho’s
gems have given you the ways to fix the
problems you asked about. We have to all
give something up. Again, I have not asked
you to put me on a spending bill for aid to
my 1939 theatre that I am sure will not make
it through the year. The small business will
not make it that long. When something big
happens to this country, everyone asks for
federal aid. Major snowstorms happen here,
and it is not even reported. Four inches of
snow in Florida and every news channel is
calling it a disaster. We want this fixed be-
fore there is not debate about it. . . It will
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be a disaster that no one will have thought
could happen. Many politicians say all of the
time small business is the backbone of the
USA. We are all hurting in this town. We are
all getting close to going under. No joke,
come up here, I will buy you a movie. I'll
show you around like when the mill closed in
2000. We are on the threshold of something
very bad. Thanks for your time, I know like
me you do not have much to spare.
JASON, Cascade.

————
PAYMENTS TO RADIO HOST

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, sev-
eral years ago, I started looking at the
financial relationships between physi-
cians and drug companies. I am doing
this because I am concerned that there
is very little transparency on this
issue. I have also learned that the little
transparency that does exist is not
being enforced or is being enforced in-
consistently.

For instance, the National Institutes
of Health requires researchers to report
outside payments to their institution if
they receive a grant from the NIH. But
I have learned that some researchers
are failing to properly report this
money.

Recently, I examined payments from
pharmaceutical companies to a pro-
fessor of psychiatry at the University
of Cincinnati. I found out that she was
not reporting tens of thousand of dol-
lars in outside income.

I then looked at a group of the
world’s most prominent child psychia-
trists, in particular, three researchers
at Harvard who have taken millions of
dollars from the drug companies. These
doctors are funded by several NIH
grants, but they were not reporting all
of their money from the drug compa-
nies as required by NIH regulations.

I then discovered a department chair-
man at Stanford who founded a com-
pany that was seeking approval from
the Food and Drug Administration to
market a drug for depression. The NIH
is funding some research on this drug
which was being led by this same Stan-
ford scientist. Because there were some
obvious conflicts with this situation,
the NIH recently forced Stanford to
pull this professor off the grant.

I also sent letters to the University
of Texas and Emory University about
researchers at their institutions.

I would now like to discuss another
troubling aspect about the lack of fi-
nancial transparency in medicine.

“The Infinite Mind” is a radio show
that is independently produced but
runs on over 300 public radio stations.
It is possibly the most authoritative
program on psychology and neuro-
science in America. This show has won
over 60 journalism awards. According
to a biography of the show’s host, it
has an audience of over half a million
people.

Back in my home State of Iowa,
“The Infinite Mind” is broadcast on
most Sundays, early in the evening.
My guess is that thousands of Iowans
tune in. According to its own website,
“The Infinite Mind’’ prides itself on its



S10642

“independence.”” But there may be
some problems with their financial
transparency.

Last May, a couple of reporters for a
news site called ‘‘Slate’ wrote about
an episode of ‘“The Infinite Mind”
called Prozac Nation: Revisited. During
this episode, three guests on the show
discussed problems with
antidepressants. After listening to a re-
cording of the show, it appeared to me
that the real effect of this particular
episode was to undercut any criticism
that antidepressants might be linked
to an increased risk of suicide. This is
an issue I tackled a few years back.

Maybe these three guests felt that
there really is no problem with
antidepressants. But a large number of
experts believe that antidepressants
may be associated with an increased
risk of suicide, particularly in kids. In
fact, last March, two months before
this show aired, Britain’s Medicines
and Healthcare Regulatory Authority
MHRA, concluded a 4 year investiga-
tion of the antidepressant, Paxil. That
report found that GSK had been aware
since 1998 that Paxil was associated
with a higher risk of suicidal behavior
in adolescents.

Now don’t get me wrong, experts on
public radio have a right to express
their own opinions. However, I am con-
cerned that the host of ‘“The Infinite
Mind” never pointed out that all three
of the show’s guests had strong finan-
cial ties to the pharmaceutical indus-
try.

That is right. Every one of them. And
this was never mentioned during the
program or by the guests who ap-
peared.

What listeners also never learned is
that the host of ‘“The Infinite Mind”’
has his own ties to drugmakers